This We Believe
“The Resurrection”

Statement 12
Statement of faith of the Evangelical Free Church of America

“We believe in the bodily resurrection of the dead; of
the believer to everlasting blessedness and joy with
the Lord; of the unbeliever to judgment and everlasting, conscious punishment.”
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In some ways we have come full circle. We began
our series talking about the Bible. If it is the Word of God,
then what it says becomes very important for us to know
and to obey. If it is not, then most if not all of what we have
discussed in the rest of this series is rather meaningless
because it is based on what the Bible says. And that is also
very true of today’s topic as well.
What we know about life after death is not based on
conjecture or speculation, it is based on revelation from the
One who designed us and is in charge of eternity. Jesus
warned His disciples not to worry so much about those who
can harm them physically, even take their lives, but to
worry much more about their spiritual condition.
“Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One
who can destroy both soul and body in hell.”
Matthew 10:28
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And in another place He asked a very probing ques“What good will it do a person if they gain the
whole world, but forfeit their soul? Or what can
a man give in exchange for his soul?” Matthew
16:26, Mark 8:37

Understanding what He says is indeed critical
because the future of our souls is at stake. It is more important than a matter of life and death. It is a matter of eternity.
And eternity is precisely what statement twelve in our
statement of faith is concerning.

“We believe in the bodily resurrection of the
dead; of the believer to everlasting blessedness and joy with the Lord; of the unbeliever
to judgment and everlasting, conscious punishment.”
We began our study in “eschatology” or “the future”.
There really are two related but distinct facets of this study.
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Those things that have to do with the return of Christ, which
was our subject in booklet 9, and those things that have to
do with the future of the human race, which is our subject in
this booklet.
We discovered that there is a time when Christ will
come again and history as we know it will come to an end.
And perhaps the most important aspect of that discussion
is that it could be today, so we need to live with an eye on
eternity. This morning we are going to look at what happens
to us when we die and then what happens in the future.
To be sure, the two subjects are very closely related
like 2 sides of the same coin, but for the sake of discussion
we have divided them into two topics.
There was a song written in the 70’s entitled
“Nothing But The Dead And Dying Back In Our Little Town ”.
I keep thinking that a song written in the 70’s should be a
contemporary song, but for many of you sitting here, the
70’s are interesting history. Interesting maybe, but history
none the less. While the song may be outdated, the title is
still true. There is nothing but the dead and dying back in
any of our towns. We are all dying, and while Christ may
come today, what happens to those of us who die before he
does?
That was the very question of some of the people in a
town called Thessalonica and Paul answered their inquiries
so let’s start there in our discussion.
“Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant
about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the
rest of men, who have no hope. We believe that
Jesus died and rose again and so we believe
that God will bring with Jesus those who have
fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord's
own word, we tell you that we who are still
alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord,
will certainly not precede those who have fallen
asleep. For the Lord himself will come down
from heaven, with a loud command, with the
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Questions

1. What difference does the resurrection make in the way
we approach life?

voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call
of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.
After that, we who are still alive and are left
will be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we
will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage each other with these words.”
Thessalonians 4:13-18
Evidently as Paul had spent time in this city with
these new believers, he had taught on the future, and the
“calling up” or “calling away” of the church when Christ returns. But, since Paul’s time and teaching with them some
had died and they were concerned with what was happening with their dead loved ones. Paul is making it very clear
that those who have died are not left out. They are indeed
involved in God’s plan for eternity.

2. We don’t often talk about judgment, is it a positive or
negative thing? (See Hebrews 6:10)

PHYSICAL DEATH IS NOT THE END!
3. For those who are Christians, how does the fact that we
will give an account for the way we invested our lives
influence the way we live our lives?

The teaching of the Bible is very clear. It is impossible to make even a cursory reading of the Bible and not understand that it teaches very clearly that there is life after
death. Physical death is not the end. One quarter of all of
Scripture deals with prophecy. The second coming of
Christ is treated in no less than 1,845 passages, and nearly
every one has a reference to judgment.
“Just as man is destined to die once, and after
that to face judgment.” Hebrews 9:27
“And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. Do not be amazed
at this, for a time is coming when all who are in
their graves will hear his voice and come out-those who have done good will rise to live, and
those who have done evil will rise to be condemned.” John 5:27-29
The issue is not if there is life after death, it is simply
where we will spend it.
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fore Christ as the Righteous Almighty Judge.

THERE IS A RESURRECTION
(Job 19:25-26; Isaiah 26:9; John 5:28; Luke 24:36-43; Acts
17:31-32; Romans 8:11; 1 Corinthians 15; Philippians 3:2021; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Revelation 20:4-6)
The Bible speaks of an actual physical resurrection
of our earthly bodies to be joined with our souls. Because of
our human limitations it is impossible for us to fully comprehend what those bodies will be like. However, we know that
they will be different than our earthly bodies.
“Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror;
then we shall see face to face. Now I know in
part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully
known.” 1 Corinthians 13:12

The first criterion for judgment (at The Great White
Throne Judgment) is having one’s name written in the book
of life. (Revelation 20:11-15, Matthew 7:22-23) There really
are only two groups of people, the saved and the unsaved—
those who will spend eternity in Heaven and those who will
spend eternity in Hell.
There is another judgment as well called the Judgment Seat of Christ. As believers we will all stand before
God and give a personal account of the things we did while
we lived on earth. (Romans 14:10-12; 1 Corinthians 3:13-15;
2 Corinthians 5:10)
One of the difficult things to understand is that while
there is no sorrow or mourning in heaven, there is greater
and lesser reward. In Jesus’ discussion with his disciples,
he talked about them ruling over cities. There is some
sense in which, based on faithful service (to be determined
as much by attitude and motive as action) there is a sense
of additional reward, and authority or position in heaven.

“But someone may ask, "How are the dead
raised? With what kind of body will they come?"
How foolish! What you sow does not come to life
unless it dies. When you sow, you do not plant
the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of
wheat or of something else. But God gives it a
body as he has determined, and to each kind of
seed he gives its own body. All flesh is not the
same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals have
another, birds another and fish another. There
are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly
bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies
is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another. The sun has one kind of splendor,
the moon another and the stars another; and
star differs from star in splendor. So will it be
with the resurrection of the dead. The body that
is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable;
it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is
sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is
sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual
body. If there is a natural body, there is also a

The final judgment is described in Revelation 20 as
the judgment of Satan and the fallen angels. They are cast
into the lake of fire along with the unregenerate.
The concept of judgment is not a pleasant one, but it
is a real one. And unlike human courts where it is difficult if
not impossible to be absolutely sure of one’s guilt or innocence, we will face a righteous judge who has seen and
heard not only our actions, but also our motives and attitudes. There are no excuses and no appeals. We all stand
before Him guilty as charged—guilty of sin. The question is
will we stand before him with the slate wiped clean because
we have responded to the gift of His Son the Savior, or will
we face him on our own?
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currently enjoy sin together, much like an eternal party. It is
far from a party and it is far from enjoyable. Neither is it
total annihilation. If that were true at least the suffering
would be limited. There is no subject as grim or as frightening in all of the Bible as the subject of hell. And the truth is
we don’t like to talk about it, read about it, or even preach
about it.
If it wasn’t revealed in the Bible, hell is actually so
horrendous that none of us would believe in it. It is ongoing
loneliness, pain, suffering, and lack of fulfillment. The Bible
says that those who are there will long to be put out of their
misery, but the suffering will go on forever. However disgusting, fearful, and distasteful the Bible’s teaching about
hell is, we must remember that it is not cruel because cruelty implies injustice. Hell is the just punishment for sin and
it reserved only for those who stubbornly refuse the overwhelming grace of God. (Matthew 8:11-12; Mark 9:42-48;
Luke 16:19-31; Jude 1:3-13; Revelation 20:11-15)

WE ALL FACE JUDGEMENT
There is a judgment that we all face which determines our eternal destiny and reward. Remember...
“Just as man is destined to die once, and after
that to face judgment,…” Hebrews 9:27
Just like there are a number of resurrections, the Bible also speaks about a number of judgments. Among evangelicals there is little or no debate regarding the fact of impending judgment. There is, however, significant, debate
on the order of those judgments and where and when they
all take place. Lewis Sperry Chafer lists as many as 5 judgments, including the judgment of resurrected Israel, the
judgment of living Israel, the judgment of the living Gentiles,
the judgment of Satan and the fallen angels, and the Great
White Throne Judgment. Whether or not all these judgments occur separately from one another or not, they all
occur. What we do know is that all mankind will appear be10

spiritual body.” 1 Corinthians 15:35-44
Our bodies will be recognizable (like Jesus was) but
significantly different and suited for heaven. The Bible actually speaks of a number of different resurrections. The
original resurrection was that of Christ. All four Gospels
record this event, the book of Acts gives testimonies of it,
and in 1 Corinthians 15 we are taught that the resurrection
of Christ is central to the entire Christian message because
it both verifies his claims to deity and provides the proof of
our eventual resurrection.
The second resurrection was of the saints in Jerusalem. We read in Matthew 27:52-53 that a number of the
saints in Jerusalem who had died actually rose bodily when
Christ did. We do not know who these people were, nor do
we know how many there were. We do not even know why
they were resurrected other than that they went into Jerusalem to give testimony to what had happened. In any case,
it is again verification of the fact of the resurrection of the
dead.
There is the resurrection of the church (those who
have committed their lives to Christ), and it occurs at the
rapture or second coming of Christ—before the millennium.
At this time, believers (both translated/raptured and
those resurrected) will be given glorified bodies, be in the
personal presence of Christ, and in some way will rule with
Christ during the millennium. (1 Thessalonians 4:16)
There is the resurrection of the tribulation saints.
Revelation 20:5 talks about the resurrection of those who
are martyred during the tribulation.
There is the resurrection of the Old Testament
Saints. Daniel 12 describes the great tribulation in verse 1
and the resurrection as a subsequent and climactic event
to the great tribulation. In Job 19:25-26 the resurrection is
connected with time when the Redeemer will stand on the
earth. For those who hold to a post-tribulation rapture, this
7

event may be considered simultaneous with the rapture of
the church.
There is also a resurrection of those who have
rejected Christ. (Revelation 20:11-15) This resurrection
occurs at the end of the Millennium when Satan is released
briefly and leads one final rebellion.
Scripture is clear that all men and women will be
raised,
“But at that time your people-everyone whose
name is found written in the book-will be delivered. Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the
earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others
to shame and everlasting contempt.” Daniel 12:2
The question arises, “Where are the souls of men
and women who have died before these resurrections?”
Again, it is important to remember that all mankind is immortal. By that I mean that we all have a soul and although
the body dies, we (our souls) continue to exist. The issue is
not if we live after our body dies, but where. The Old Testament speaks of a place called Sheol and the New Testament speaks of a place called Hades. They seem to be the
same place and in essence are a place of separation from
God and conscious torment. (Job 3:17-19, 10:21-22; Psalm
88:12, 94:17; Isaiah 14:15-20; Ecclesiastes 9:5-6; Luke
16:23-24)
One of the most graphic pictures is given by Jesus.
“In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up
and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by
his side. So he called to him, 'Father Abraham,
have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip
of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' "But Abraham
replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you
received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here
and you are in agony. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed,

so that those who want to go from here to you
cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to
us.’” Luke 16:23-26
Eventually at the final judgment, Hades will be cast
into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:13-15) Again, while we
do not know all the details we are taught some significant
truth about the righteous who die. Some theologians separate “ Abraham’s Side”, “Paradise”, and “Heaven”. To be
sure “heaven” in one sense is the place that God is preparing for us when the current heavens and earth are destroyed. It is the eventual dwelling of all of God’s people to
be with Him forever.
It may be a bit presumptuous to make too much of
the distinctions, and whether or not the places described
as Abraham’s side and paradise are the same places or
indeed different. We do clearly see them described as
places of peace and rest in the presence of God. Jesus’
description in Luke 16 describes Lazarus in a place of comfort and in the presence of Abraham. Some hold that on the
basis of Ephesians 4:8-10 that Christ removed the believers
from “Abraham’s Side” and at that point led them to
heaven. What we do know is that Paul says, “To be absent
from the body is to present with the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 5:8;
Philippians 1:23). Jesus told the thief on the cross that they
would be together in paradise that very day (Luke 23:43)
and that paradise is described as a place of great joy and
bliss. (2 Corinthians 12:1-4)
The bottom line is that with Christ there is fulfillment,
rest, and comfort for eternity. The description of heaven is
actually beyond description. It will be a place without tears,
sorrow, death, pain, darkness, and ungodliness. It is the
place where Christ is and in that there is ultimate fulfillment. (Ezekiel 1,10; John 14:2; 1 Corinthians 2:9, 15:50-57;
2 Corinthians 5:1-8, 12:1-4; 1 Peter 3:1-9; Revelation 20-21)
Hell, on the other hand, is a place of great pain and
suffering. People today want to think that hell will be a
place of unending enjoyment of sin with those who
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