
Growth Group Discussion Questions: Mark 9:38–41 
  

Big Picture:  

A humble heart is key to serving Christ and other believers. A prideful heart overvalues self 

and devalues everyone else. Without Christlike humility, pride will blind us to God’s work in 

and through others and cause us to erect harmful barriers in the Body of Christ. Humility is 

the cure for sinful pride. God rewards us as we humbly welcome each other for the sake of 

Christ. 
 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

1. Read Mark 9:38 

 Q: Why do the disciples try to stop the man from casting out demons in Jesus’ name?  

 Q: What justification might they make for doing this? (See Mark 3:13–15) 
  

2. Read Mark 9:39 

 Q: Comparing vs. 38 and 39: What matters most to the disciples?  

  What matters most to Jesus? What should matter most to us? 
  

3. Read Mark 9:40 

 Q: What is Jesus’ point? 

 Q: What is the result in the Body of Christ when we fail to recognize this truth? 

 Q: How should we view other believers who are rightly related to Christ? 
 

4. Read Mark 9:41 

 Q: What does “a cup of water” represent in this verse? 

 Q: What is the motivation for giving it, and why does it matter? 

 Q: What is our motivation for welcoming other believers in Christ? 

 Q: How does God reward us for doing so? (See Mark 9:37) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Encouragement: 

Philippians 2:1–13 reminds us that our unity as believers depends upon Christlike humility. 

Thankfully, this way of thinking is ours “in Christ Jesus” (Phil 2:5). And it is God himself 

who works in us “both to will and to do for His good pleasure” (Phil 2:13). Whom can you 

welcome for Christ’s sake today? 

———————————————————————–  
Read Mark 9:30–37 

Q: How does Jesus define true greatness?  

Q: How does this passage relate to Mark 8:34–35? 

Q: In what way does a child picture humility? 

Q: How does  

 

Q: How did this revelation  

 

 

  

 
 

“I, therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the 

calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with 

patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit 

in the bond of peace.                   —Paul, Ephesians 4:1–3 

 

 


