
Growth Group Discussion Questions: Mark 9:14–29 
 

Big Picture:  

In today’s text, Jesus is teaching his disciples (and us) that faith, expressing itself through 

dependent prayer, is essential to overcome spiritual opposition, and to live a life of obedience 

and effectiveness for Christ. 
 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1. Read Mark 9:14–29, Matt. 17:14–20, and Luke 9:37–43a. 

 Q: How might their failure have given the scribes an opportunity to defame Jesus? 

 Q: How might the disciples’ failure to cast out the demon have affected the boy’s father’s 

  confidence in Christ? 

 Q: What reason does Jesus give for their failure? (Mark 9:19; Mark 9:29; Matt. 17:20) 

 Q: What is Jesus’ response to faithlessness? 

 Q: How much faith is necessary for God to work through us? (Matt. 17:20–21) 

 Q: What is God able to accomplish through mustard-seed-sized faith? 

 Q: What is the critical link between faith and prayer? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Q: The disciples acted as if they were self-sufficient and failed to depend upon God in  

  prayer. How can we guard our hearts from this same tendency? 

 Q: What are you praying for in your own life? 

 Q: What areas of your life do you try to handle on your own without prayer?  

 Q: Who are you praying for? 
 

 

 

Encouragement: 

Jesus said: “Apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5), but he also said “If you abide in 

me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my 

Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples” (John 15:7–8). 

Let us express our faith in dependent prayer and be confident that God will act for His glory. 

———————————————————————–  
Read Mark 9:1–13 

Q: How did the revelation of Christ’s glory help to prepare Peter, James, and John to 

 be his ambassadors after His death, resurrection, and ascension.  

 

Q: How did this revelation  

 

 

  

 
 

“Effective prayer requires steadfast dependence upon God. You really cannot pray 

any other way. In fact, you won’t pray without a sense of dependence. Need drives us 

to God in prayer. It does not matter how much you know about prayer. If you are not 

aware of your neediness and God’s sufficiency, you will never learn to pray. 

Prayerlessness is a declaration of independence.”  

—H.B. Charles (It Happens After Prayer. pg. 33–34) 


