
Growth Group Discussion Questions: Mark 8:31–38 
 

Big Picture:  

Jesus calls all of us to follow him in complete abandonment of our former self-directed and 

self-centered lives. He calls us to radically devoted and faithful service to him and to the 

spread of his gospel no matter what the cost. 
  

  
 

 

 

 

 

1. Read Mark 8:31–33 and Matt 16:21–23 (see also “the Son of Man” in Daniel 7:13–14) 

 Q: Why did Peter rebuke Jesus? 

 Q: How is Peter’s rebuke similar to Satan’s temptation of Christ in Matt. 4:8–10? 

 Q: What are “the things of man”? 

 Q: How do we set our minds on “the things of God”?  

  

2. Read Mark 8:34 

 Q: What does Jesus mean by “let him deny himself”? 

 Q: What does Jesus mean by “take up his cross”? 

 Q: What does Jesus mean by “follow me”? 

 Q: Putting the above together: How does Jesus define discipleship? 

 Q: How does Jesus’ definition differ from our own? 

 Q: What needs to change in our lives so that we fit Jesus’ definition? 

  

3. Read Mark 8:35–38.  

  

 

 
 

 Q: What does it mean to lose one’s life for the sake of Christ and the gospel? 

 Q: What is the difference in value between a person’s soul and all that world has to offer? 

 Q: How is our calling to be gospel ambassadors for Christ compromised if we are   

  ashamed of Christ and of his words? 

 Q: How does Christ respond to that kind of attitude? 

 Q: What does a true disciple of Christ value above all? 
 

 

 

Encouragement: 

Jesus’ standard of true discipleship is very high and we need God’s help to meet it. Just as the 

disciples’ eyes needed to be opened more fully to the glory and purpose of Christ—ours must 

be also. We must regularly see the glory, beauty, and unsurpassed value of Christ to serve him 

as he deserves. For that reason, let us open our Bibles and pray fervently that the Father, 

through his Spirit, would open the eyes of our hearts to treasure his Son above all. 

———————————————————————–  
Read Mark 8:14–30 

Q: What is being pictured in the 2-stage healing of the blind man? 

 

 

  

 
 

Note: The word “for” begins vs 35, 36, 37, & 38—this alerts us to the fact that Jesus is 

giving reasons why true disciples are willing to give up their lives to follow him. 


