
Growth Group Discussion Questions: Mark 7:31–37 
 

Big Picture:   

Jesus’ miracles in the Gentile regions foreshadow the Gospel call to all nations, display his 

compassion toward fallen humanity, and point toward his second coming. 
  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

1. Matthew 15:29–31 provides context for our passage in Mark. 

 Q: Why are “great crowds” coming to Jesus?  

 Q: What does the phrase “they glorified the God of Israel” tell us about the composition  

  of the crowds?    
 

2. Read Mark 7:31–37 

 Q: Why does Jesus take the man “aside from the crowd privately”? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Q: What would each of Jesus’ following 5 actions communicate to the deaf man? 

  1. “he put his fingers into his ears” 

  2. “after spitting touched his tongue” 

  3. “looking up to heaven” 

  4. “he sighed” 

  5. “he…said to him, ‘Ephphatha’” 
 

 Q: What are the three ways in which Jesus healed this man? (vs. 35) 

 Q: Why does Jesus’ charge the onlookers to “tell no one”? How do they respond? Why? 
 

3. Bonus Question: In today’s passage, Mark intentionally used the language of Isaiah 35. 

 Q: How do Jesus’ miracles and actions in Mark 7:31–37 foreshadow his 2nd coming  

  described in Isaiah 35:3–6,10? 
 

Final Encouragement:  

We are called to take the Gospel to all nations, to display the compassion of Christ, and to call 

all people to repentance before the day when Christ returns to judge the world. 

———————————————————————–  
Read Mark 5:18–20 

Q: How did the people of the Decapolis respond to the former demoniac’s testimony? 
 

Read Mark 7:24–30 

Q: Why does Jesus not want anyone to know he was there? 

Q: What does Jesus mean by “Let the children be fed first”?  What does this imply? 

 

 

 

  

 
 

“In that world…those suffering from such physical impairments were ostracized by 

society. Even in Israel, deaf people, because of their hearing loss and speech defects, 

were generally regarded as mentally handicapped. Adding insult to injury, the Jews 

alleged that disabilities like deafness or blindness were the direct result of God’s 

judgment for sin (cf. John 9:1–2). That this man lived in a pagan society likely meant 

that the ill treatment and disdain he endured was even worse.”        –John MacArthur 


