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Review:

Growth Group Discussion Questions: Mark 4:35--41 
 

Big Picture:   

It seems a fact of life that certain truths are only learned in the midst of trials. Through a violent 

storm, the disciples’ faulty thinking about Christ is exposed, and His power and care for them is 

revealed — all for the purpose of growing their confidence in Jesus. 

 

 

 Read Mark 1:16–20; Luke 5:1–5 

At least four of Jesus’ disciples were fishermen by trade.  

Q: Humanly speaking, how competent were they to deal with conditions on the Sea of Galilee?  
 

 

Read Mark 4:35–41 and the parallel accounts in Luke 8:22–25 & Matt. 8:25–27. 

 

1. A Great Windstorm: Mark 4:35–38  

Q: Who initiates this journey and why? 

Q: What descriptions in the text help us to understand the danger the storm posed? 

Q: What expectations do you think the disciples had of Jesus in this situation? 

Q: What does their rebuke tell us about what they believe about Jesus? 

Q: How did you respond the last time you faced an overwhelming situation?  

Q: How do our responses to fearful situations reveal what we believe about  

 or expect from Jesus? 

 

2. A Great Calm: Read Mark 4:39–40  

Q: For what reason does Jesus rebuke the disciples? 

Q: What does the word “still” imply in vs. 40? 

Q: If the disciples had greater confidence in Christ, how might they have responded  

 differently to the threat posed by the storm? 

 

3. A Great Fear: Read Mark 4:41  

Q: What was revealed about Christ? And why did it cause the disciples to fear greatly? 

Q: How does this compare to Peter’s response of fear in Luke 5:5–11? 

 

    James 1:2–8  Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds,               

for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have 

its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. If any of you lacks 

wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given 

him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the 

sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. For that person must not suppose that he will 

receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.  

 

Q: What does God intend to produce in our lives through trials? 

Q: What reasons do we have for joy in the midst of life’s storms? 

 
  

Final Encouragement:  

In our storms — let us call out to Christ in dependence, remembering His past faithfulness, and 

trusting in His care and sovereign power to help us persevere through them. 


