
Growth Group Discussion Questions: Mark 2:18–22 

Big Picture:   

Self-righteousness is deadly. Because our sinful nature distorts our view of ourselves, the Holy 

Spirit comes to “convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment” (John 

16:8). We must recognize our sinfulness, the source of true righteousness, and the coming 

judgment of God, or we won’t feel any need for the salvation Jesus offers. The Gospel cannot 

coexist with a self-righteous heart.  
 

 

How has Jesus been revealed in Mark 1:1–2:17 — how would you finish the phrase “Jesus is…” 

 based on those preceding verses? 

How does Jesus’ call of Levi in Mark 2:14 illustrate the truths in 2:10 and 2:17? 

How does Romans 3:9–12 depict the whole human race? 

 
 

1. Read Mark 2:18.  

 Q: What had God required of the Hebrew people concerning fasting? (Leviticus 23:27, 32) 

 Q: How often did the Pharisees fast, and what was their motivation? (Luke 18:10–12, Matt. 6:16) 

 Q: What motivated the question in 2:18? (Mark 2:13–17) 

 Q: Is this a genuine question or a veiled rebuke—why or why not? 
 

 

 “Weddings in Israel did not last twenty or thirty minutes, followed by a reception that 

went on for a couple of hours, after which everyone went home. A wedding feast lasted 

for a week. It was a time of eating and drinking. No one wanted to be involved in a fast 

when a wedding feast was on the calendar. That was a time to celebrate and revel.”  

              R.C. Sproul 
 

2. Read Mark 2:19–20 

 Q: To whom does the “bridegroom” refer (see John 3:25–30) and who are the guests? 

 Q: Why is fasting not appropriate for Jesus disciples at that time? 

 Q: When would it become appropriate and why? (John 16:20–22)  
 

3. Read Mark 2:21–22 — paying special attention to the contrast between the “new” and the “old.” 

 Q: What is the common theme in these two parables? 

 Q: What does the patch of “unshrunk cloth” and the “new wine” represent? 

 Q: Keeping the attitude of the Pharisees in view, what is represented by the “old garment”  

  and the “old wineskins”? 

 Q: What did the Pharisees need?  (Titus 3:4–7, 2 Cor 5:17, Ezekiel 36:26) 
  

Final Encouragement:  

 The Pharisees were an example of extreme self-righteous hostility to Jesus. Nevertheless, it is 

essential to remember that we too were “once alienated and hostile in mind [toward God], doing 

evil deeds” (Colossians 1:21). Apart from the grace of God, none of us would ever have owned 

our sinfulness and turned in faith to Christ. “For by grace you have been saved through faith. 

And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may 

boast. For we are His workmanship...” (Ephesians 2:8) Praise God for His grace that turned us 

from the illusion of self-merit to repent and receive the righteousness of Christ by faith! 


