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Growth Group Discussion Questions: Mark 5:1–20 
 

Big Picture:   

Jesus can free anyone from spiritual bondage. And we need never doubt Jesus power to transform a 

life — no matter how desperate the situation. 
 

 Read Genesis 1:26–28 & Ephesians 2:1–3. 

Q: For what purpose was humanity created in the “image of God”? 

Q: How might we define God’s image in us? 

Q: In what ways has Satan worked to erase God’s image in unsaved humanity? 
 

 

1. The Despair of a Life Captured by Satan: Mark 5:1–5 (Compare Matt. 8:28, Luke 8:26–27, 29b) 

Q: In what ways had this man been “de-humanized” by the demons? 

Q: How had those nearby responded to his plight? 

 

2. Jesus’ Power to Set Free Any Captive: Read Mark 5:6–13 (Compare Matt. 8:29–32, Luke 8:28–33) 

  Q: What do the demons fear Jesus might do to them?  

Q: How much does Jesus value the man in comparison to the pigs? Why?  

Q: What positive purpose was served by the death of the pigs? 

 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to 

the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the 

blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”  

— Jesus in Luke 4:18–19. 

 

3. Jesus Rejected by Others: Read Mark 5:14–17 (Compare Matt. 8:33–34, Luke 8:34–37) 

Q: How do the people of the city and country react to the scene? Why? 

Q: How has the “image of God” been restored in the former demoniac’s life? 

Q: Why do the people ask Jesus to leave? 

Q: How is their need for Jesus similar to that of the demoniac? 

Q: How should they have responded to Jesus?  

 

4. The Purpose of a Renewed Life: Read Mark 5:18–20 (Compare Luke 8:38–39) 

Q: What evidences of transformation do we see in the former demoniac? 

Q: What assignment does Jesus give him? 

Q: How is this similar to Jesus purpose for our lives? 

Q: How is Jesus transforming your life? 

Q: How does a continually transforming life work to enhance the gospel truth  

 we share with others? 

 

5. Bonus Question (if time allows): 

Q: The account in Matthew 8 indicates that there are 2 demon-possessed men.  

 Yet Mark and Luke narrow their focus to only one man. Why? 

 (Hint: what part of the story does Matthew leave out?) 

 
Final Encouragement:  

All believers have been rescued from Satan’s bondage: “For He rescued us from the domain of 

darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins” Colossians 1:13–14. And Jesus has given us a mission to live transformed lives 

and share the Gospel — knowing that His power can free anyone! 


