
Growth Group Discussion Questions: Colossians 3:1--17 

Big Picture:   

The Christian life should be characterized by thankfulness. In Christ, God has poured out so many 

blessings that — when we see them clearly — our hearts respond with thanksgiving to God. 
 

Epaphras preached the Gospel in Colossae and church was born from those who 

responded to his message. After a time, false teachers began to spread heretical ideas. Epaphras 

told Paul (who was in prison) about this new challenge to the stability of the church, and the 

Holy Spirit motivated Paul to write this letter to remind the Colossian church of the supremacy 

of Christ above all false teaching, and the fundamental change which salvation brings — which 

increasingly transforms the thinking, desires, and actions of those who trust in Jesus. 
 

1. Read the entire passage together: Colossians 3:1-17 

 

2.  Review Colossians 3:1–4  

 Q: What are the “things on earth”? What are the “the things that are above”?  

   (Compare with vs. 5 where the same Greek words are used to describe “what is earthly in you”) 

 Q: What reason is given for these commands? 

 Q: How do vss. 3–4 motivate us to seek for and set our minds on Christlike character? 

 

3. Review Colossians 3:5–8 

 Q: What is the word “therefore” pointing to, and why? 

 Q: What is meant by “put to death” in vs. 5?  

 Q: How does the truth about God’s wrath in vs. 6 motivate us toward Christlikeness? 

 Q: In vss. 7–8, why does Paul speak of the sins that characterized our old as past and — at the same time — 

   as things that must be put away in the present?  

 Q: What does this tell us about sanctification?  

 

4. Review Colossians 3:9–11 

 Q: In vss. 9–10, Paul commands: “Do not lie to one another” — what reason does he give for this     

  command? (Notice the verb tenses) 

 Q: How is the “new self… renewed”? What role do we have in promoting this renewal in our own lives? 

 Q: Vs. 11 [ESV] begins with “Here” — and lists some categories of people. What does Paul mean by   

  “Here” and  why are these categories nullified? 

 

5. Review Colossians 3:12-17 

 Q: Vs. 12 [ESV] begins: “Put on then…” — what does the “then” point to? (v, 11) 

 Q: What blessings do we enjoy when we are forbearing and forgiving toward others in the body of Christ?  

   What happens when we don’t do this? 

 Q: What blessings do we gain by consistently loving one another? What do we lose when we don’t? 

 Q: What are we called “in one body” to do? (vs. 15)  

 Q: How do we “let the peace of Christ” rule our interactions with one another? 

 Q: What is the connection between “the word of Christ,” “teaching and admonishing” and singing “psalms  

   and hymns and spiritual songs”? 

 Q: What does it mean to “do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus”? 

 Q: What do the words “be thankful” (vs. 15),  “with thankfulness” (vs. 16), and “giving thanks” (vs. 17)   

   indicate about the normal Christian life? 

 
  

Final Encouragement:  

 When you celebrate Thanksgiving this week — thank God for what He has done for you in Christ. 
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