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We again are considering 1 John 4:7-21.  We have repeatedly discussed that the key to loving 
others is loving God, and the key to loving God is comprehending how much we are loved by 
God.  I am painfully aware, however, of our ability to mistake or misappropriate God’s amazing 
love into some type of self-indulgence.  God’s love is not as shallow as parents who indulge their 
children’s every whim.  He loves us enough to continually do what He knows will contribute to 
the work of conforming us to His image. 
 
As I was thinking about how to love others as we are loved (even our spouses and families, men 
– see Ephesians 5:1, 25), I began to ask myself, “How do I change my expectations?”  As we all 
know, desires tend to move into expectations, and then on into demands.  That creates 
tremendous tension in my ability to love others. 
 
I came to the conclusion that I need to shift my perspective.  We tend to see what we want to 
see.  Someone has said, “The art of seeing is really looking.”  It goes along with the song that we 
have been singing at church, I am Who You Say I am. The thing that hit me is, so is everyone else. 
Others’ realities and mine are what God thinks about us, not what anyone else (including us) 
think about us. I came up with a series of questions this week to try and see people differently. It 
helps shift my perspective.  See what you think and add any you think help you shift perspective.  
By the way, these questions work for ourselves as well as others! 
 

 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 
1. How does God look at this person? 

 
 

2. What does God desire for this person? 
 
 

3. How much does God love this person? 
 
 

4. Is God big enough to do what this person needs? 
 
 

5. Can I trust God with this person? 
 
 

6. Can I trust God with myself? 
 
 

7. How can I best demonstrate God’s love to this person? 


