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I think perhaps the greatest battle mankind has faced throughout history is the battle for truth. 
Others might disagree, but from the beginning of time Satan has challenged God’s authority, and 
he does so by attacking truth.  In the garden, the serpent challenged the notion of truth by 
asking or insinuating two key questions: “Has God really said?” and “Is that really true?”  If/when 
we decide that truth is relative, God becomes irrelevant. 
 
The Bible and the gospel of Jesus are built upon a foundation of truth.  In John 8 Jesus has a very 
significant encounter with the religious leaders of His day.  The battle was over truth.  Jesus went 
so far as to say that those who did not believe Him chose not to because they were of their 
father, the devil (John 8:42-47).  Since God is the author of reality, He is the purveyor of what 
reality is.  He speaks truth because He is truth. 
 
In our world today we are in the midst of tremendous culture wars.  They are in essence fought 
over various versions of truth.  In our culture, truth has been discarded for feeling, and feelings 
are fickle.  Truth endures.  Our great life goal is to discover and build our lives on truth. 
 
In 1 John 4, John encourages his readers to stand for and stand on truth.  There are two great 
provisions that God has given us to do just that: His Word and His Holy Spirit.  Both are necessary 
in our constant need for and search for truth.  In Acts 17 the Bereans were commended because 
of their desire to know the truth (Acts 17:11).  As individuals, families, churches, and cultures we 
have to desire to know ultimate truth.  I ran across something this week from A.W. Tozer that I 
found useful in evaluating  the “truth” we hear from influencers around us: 
 
1. How does the teaching affect my relationship with God? Is He magnified and glorified, or 

diminished? 
2. How does the teaching affect my attitude toward the Lord Jesus Christ? Does it magnify Him 

and give Him first place? Or, does it subtly shift my focus onto myself or some experience? 
3. How does the teaching affect my attitude toward Scripture? Did the teaching come from and 

agree with the Word? Does it increase my love for the Word? 
4. How does the teaching affect my self-life? Does it feed self or crucify it? Does it feed pride or 

humility? 
5. How does the teaching affect my relationships to other Christians? Does it cause me to 

withdraw, find fault, and exalt myself in superiority? Or, does it lead me to genuine love for 
all that truly know Christ? 

6. How does the teaching affect my relationship to the world system? Does it lead me to pursue 
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the boastful pride of life? Does it lead me to 
pursue worldly riches, reputation, and pleasures? Or, does it crucify the world to me? 

7. How does the teaching affect my attitude toward sin? Does it cause me to tolerate sin in my 
life or to turn from it and grow in holiness? Any teaching that makes holiness more 
acceptable and sin more intolerable is genuine. 

 
These seem to me to be good questions to consider in all that we read and listen to in a culture 
of constant and instant “information.” 
 



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 
 
1. According to John in 1 John 4:1-6 we are to test the spirits.  What does that mean and how 

do we do that? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How important do we regard truth in our lives?  How big a priority is it for us to pursue? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. How do we “fact check” what we hear about the world around us and about the truth of 
God? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What two sources has God given us to discern truth?  How do we put those into practice? 


