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As we begin for what is in our church a somewhat “informal” advent season, I want us to somehow 
embrace the significance of the incarnation.  I want us to sense the weight of what we are celebrating.  
We know that “Jesus is the reason for the season”, and we know that it is not all about the trimmings.  
However, I’m not sure we always take the time to consider the depth of the truth of the incarnation of 
Christ. 
 

Immediately after Adam and Eve’s sin in Genesis 3:15, we find the first mention of Christ in the 
prediction and promise of propitiatory sacrifice. The ongoing battle for the souls of men and women 
began even before the garden, and continues until time ends. I think it is important for us to realize that 
God’s eternal plan included allowing us a choice to respond to Him or to reject Him.  It is also important 
to note that God loves us enough to provide a way for us to have a relationship with Him.   
 
Throughout the entire Old Testament, there are many predictions about Jesus that are all fulfilled in the 
New Testament.  I would encourage you to read through the Gospel of Matthew and note the times 
that Matthew calls attention to the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy.  Why is that his emphasis?  
Matthew wrote to a primarily Jewish audience who knew these prophecies, and he then interpreted 
Jesus in light of the Old Testament.  He also interpreted the Old Testament in light of Jesus. 
 
It seems that the Jewish community was awaiting a Messiah.  They differed in their expectations of what 
he would be, but they indeed expected him.  Even the woman at the well knew well (pun intended) that 
a Messiah was coming and had specific expectations of him (John 4). In Matthew when the wise men 
inquired about the baby born who would be king of the Jews, Herod consulted the Jewish scholars and 
they knew much about the promised Messiah (Matthew 2). 
 
The weight of the incarnation registers, to me, in both the historicity and the uniqueness of it.  This 
advent, or arrival, of God taking on humanity is the one and only plan of God.  It is His perfect solution 
to our sin that satisfies His character of love, mercy, grace, and justice (Romans 3). 
 
What an amazing saga!  What amazing love!  What amazing grace! 
 
Let’s let that sink in this Christmas season. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1. Why did God allow evil? 
 
 
 
 
2. What does God’s immediate revelation of His eventual (from our perspective) solution reveal 

about God’s sovereignty? 
 
 
 



3. What is the significance of the seed of the woman crushing Satan’s head in Genesis 3? 
 
 
 
 
4. What, to you, are the most significant prophecies/fulfillments that Matthew quotes?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
5. What one thing in this discussion challenges you or encourages you the most? 


