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As we conclude our time thinking through Joshua’s life, it is fitting that the story of Joshua concludes with a 
call to the nation of Israel to decide whom they would serve.  Chapter 23 is a discussion of the reality of the 
situation with the nation Israel and their circumstances.  While the military victory had mostly been 
accomplished, there was much left undecided.   The people had to decide whom they were going to serve. 
They were commanded to “cling” to God. We used the phrase yesterday that diluted affections eventually 
lead to polluted affections.  Joshua was challenging the nation to consider the realities of their track record 
and the reality of the human condition.  We have wandering affections. 
 
Chapter 24 recounts the history of the nation of Israel.  They were God’s chosen people from before the 
calling of Abraham.  But they were only “special” or unique because they were God’s children.  It had nothing 
to do with character or even unique birthrights.  Everything that they had obtained was because God had 
provided it. 
 
So Joshua called the people to a decision.  Knowing what they knew, they needed to decide.  As Jesus said in 
the New Testament, no one can serve two masters.  Joshua’s statement was telling.  No matter what others 
decided, he decided that he and his house would serve the Lord.  I think we have lost this household 
perspective.   We have the right and responsibility to set the direction for our households.  But that means 
making decisions regarding time and treasure.  I have a great fear that serving the Lord doesn’t matter so 
much to people any more, including those within the church.  Unless serving the Lord is a priority in our lives, 
it certainly will never be in the lives of our families.  Husbands and fathers, this is primarily our responsibility 
to set the direction and priorities in our homes.  For those moms for whom that is impossible, we need to help 
them.  I believe that as men in the church we have the opportunity to impact a generation of fatherless boys 
and young men to choose to serve the Lord. 
 
The people responded that they would indeed serve the Lord.  It is fascinating to me that Joshua immediately 
challenged their commitment.  He confronted them with the reality that they could not and probably would 
not live up to that commitment.  They were unholy people who were committing to serve a holy God.  Let me 
draw some conclusions from the discussion in Joshua 24:19-28. 
 
1. We must decide whom we will serve.  To think we will navigate the uncertainties of life and the demands 

on our time, energy, and resources without setting some firm priorities is foolishness.  We will become like 
those described in the first three soils in Jesus’ parable.  (Matthew 13; Mark 4; Luke 8) 
 

2. Serving the Lord is impossible in our own strength.  No matter how “committed” we are, we do not have it 
in us to serve a holy God.  We must live walking in constant faith and dependence on the Holy Spirit.  
(Galatians 2:20) 
 

3. Serving the Lord is a corporate necessity.  Joshua, as the people’s leader, called them to a corporate 
commitment to serve God.  In our individualized lives, we have forgotten the reality of the need for a 
common commitment in our homes and in our churches to serve the Lord together.  Our culture recoils at 
the idea of submitting to one another and a joint cause of advancing God’s kingdom.   

 



4. The battle to advance the Kingdom of God is an ongoing battle.  We know that God eventually wins, but 
we are called to play a part on a daily basis.  Our commitment, then, is very much like marriage vows.  We 
make them once for all, and we honor them or remake them on a daily basis. 

 
 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 
 
1. Is there a difference between deciding to serve the Lord and believing in God, even Jesus? 
 
 
 
2. What are things that consistently compete for our affections that become distractions in serving the Lord? 
 
 
 
3.  Someone has said, we need to be ruthless in eliminating those distractions.  Do you agree or disagree?  

Why? 
 
 
 
4. Have you ever “driven a stake in the ground” and said, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  

Why or why not? 
 
 
 
5. If that is your decision, what values and priorities would need to shift?  What is keeping you from this 

decision currently? 


