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Prayer is difficult for me.  I “Understand” the theory of prayer.  I understand the need for prayer and 
I understand that there is power in prayer, but I all too often find myself not desperate enough to 
pray.  I don’t just mean that circumstances are difficult and I find myself in a mess so I am desperate 
to get out of the mess.  I mean that I don’t live in a constant understanding of total dependence on 
God for His direction in my life.  One of the conditions that we are given in order for God to direct our 
steps, Proverbs 3:5-6, is to not lean on our own understanding.  I find myself depending on what I 
know and my experience far too often.  Wisdom and life experience certainly help us navigate life, 
but it is never enough to know God’s plans.  We must consistently be seeking God’s guidance for what 
He wants and is up to. 
 
What I see in Joshua 9 and 10 is the contrast between self-confidence and the confidence that comes 
from knowing what God is doing and wants Joshua to do.  In chapter 9, Joshua and the people of Israel 
operate in their own understanding.  In chapter 10, Joshua acts in obedience and the summation in, 
Joshua 10:14, is telling. “There has been no day like it before or since, when the LORD heeded 

the voice of a man, for the LORD fought for Israel.”   

 
The point for me is that so often I live a life of spiritual mediocrity, not because God is impotent to do 
something, but preclude His marvelous and miraculous work on my behalf, by not including Him in the plan or 
process.   He will act in amazing and powerful ways to accomplish His purposes.  I spoke with a man today who 
said, I have learned that I need clear direction or permission from the Holy Spirit in order to know I am acting 
according to His eternal purpose.  That is great council.  Interestingly I would rather work hard to accomplish 
God’s purposes, than labor long and hard in prayer to be sure I know God’s purposes.  It seems that John 15:7 
has significance here.  Abiding in Christ is the only way to be sure we are in alignment with God’s plan.  
Consider also what Galatians 5:25 has to say. 
 
One last thought.  I said Sunday that God is not interested in our comfort.  I was challenged on that and 
rightfully so.  That is not exactly accurate.  God is not interested in making us comfortable here and now.  That 
is because our comfort for eternity has already been accomplished.  Consider John 14:1-4. 
 
 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 
1. What is the difference between walking in confidence in God’s provision and arrogance, demanding God 

submit to our agenda? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. How can we inquire of the Lord for wisdom or guidance?  How do we know when we have received that 
guidance? (Philippians 4:7; Colossians 3:15) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Have you ever had the absolute assurance that you were involved in what God wanted done and God 

seemed to answer your prayers almost before you asked?  What was that like and how did you get to that 
place. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Is God any different today than He was in Joshua’s time?  Why do you think that we do not have the kind 

of confidence to ask whatever we will in God’s name and receive it? 


