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 Immanuel 
 
Linda and I are spending Christmas Eve alone for the first time ever!  We love our family but it is kind of fun 
actually.  It could be lonely, but in reality we are not alone.  It’s quiet, but we are together.  In two days it will 
be thirty-seven years since we promised to love each other until death do us part.  That means that until one 
or both of us goes home to be with the Lord, we won’t be alone.  That is what love and promise means. 
 
Perhaps even greater is that we are not alone because of another promise and one whose love never waivers. 
This morning we talked about Immanuel.  The angel tells Joseph that the baby to be born will be called 
Immanuel.  That term means God with us.  Jesus is called Immanuel.  He is the one who brings God to earth.  
He is the one who fulfills God’s prophecy of a savior.  He is the one that paves the way for relationship with 
God.  In Romans 8:1-4 Paul says that Jesus did in His flesh what the law could not do because of the weakness 
of our flesh.  In His perfect humanity He paid the price for our sinful humanity. 
 
One of the best known verses in all of the Bible is John 3:16.   “For God so loved the world,[i] that he gave 

his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”  It’s a great 
verse because it is true.  It’s a statement of God’s incredible love and an irreversible promise.  
 

Because God came and took on human form we can experience God’s love and enjoy a 
relationship with Him forever.  When we come to God through faith in Christ we are guaranteed 

that we are His forever.  He gives us His Holy Spirit as a deposit guaranteeing that we will never 
be alone.   (Ephesians 1:13-14) While God promises that He will never leave or forsake us, it 
seems like believing that sometimes is more difficult than it should be.   

 
In one of Oswald Chambers devotionals in My Upmost for His Highest, He addresses that idea of 

how quickly we forget that we are forever loved. 

 
What line of thinking do my thoughts take? Do I turn to what God says or to my 
own fears? Am I simply repeating what God says, or am I learning to truly hear 

Him and then to respond after I have heard what He says? “For He Himself has 
said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’ So we may boldly say: ‘The Lord is 

my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?’ ” (Hebrews 13:5-6). 
“I will never leave you…”— not for any reason; not my sin, selfishness, 
stubbornness, nor waywardness. Have I really let God say to me that He will 

never leave me? If I have not truly heard this assurance of God, then let me listen 
again. 

“I will never…forsake you.” Sometimes it is not the difficulty of life but the 
drudgery of it that makes me think God will forsake me. When there is no major 

difficulty to overcome, no vision from God, nothing wonderful or beautiful— just 
the everyday activities of life— do I hear God’s assurance even in these? 
We have the idea that God is going to do some exceptional thing— that He is 

preparing and equipping us for some extraordinary work in the future. But as we 
grow in His grace we find that God is glorifying Himself here and now, at this very 

moment. If we have God’s assurance behind us, the most amazing strength 
becomes ours, and we learn to sing, glorifying Him even in the ordinary days and 
ways of life. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26126i
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13:5-6


Paul continues in Romans 8 that because of what Christ did in His body, those who respond to what Christ has 
done become joint heirs with Christ.  He goes on to say that there is absolutely nothing that can separate 
those who are His from His love--not anything ever.   
 
Christ drew near to us by taking on flesh so that we can be drawn near to Him forever.  We have the assurance 
that we will never be alone.  What a promise, from the one who can never break His promises! 
 
Questions to consider: 
 
1. What does it mean that Jesus is called Immanuel?  What is so significant about God taking on human form 

to draw near to us? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What about the gospel is not dependent on this truth about God taking on human flesh? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What are the implications of that for our lives? 
 


