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 Prince of Peace 
 
I have been thinking about peace and Jesus being called the Prince of Peace.  Actually, I have been thinking 
about the lack of peace, particularly at Christmas time.  I believe that one of they key reasons is that we are 
looking for God to provide peace on our terms or as we would define it. 
 
The first step in experiencing peace is being reconciled to God.  We must have peace with Him before we will 
ever experience peace from Him.  (Romans 5:1)  Jesus is the Prince of Peace in that He is the one who brings 
peace, or makes peace between God and mankind, who are by nature enemies of God and objects of His 
wrath.  (Romans 5:6-11; Colossians 1:19-20; 1 Timothy 2:5; Ephesians 2:3)  
 
Once we have been reconciled to Christ, we can experience the peace of God, but it is not the kind of peace 
that people often think of.  (John 14:27)  It is the kind of peace that is not dependent on circumstances.  It is a 
peace that comes from submitting to Christ and by faith knowing that He is in charge.  It is by faith believing 
that He can and will do what is according to His will and according to what is best for us.  (Romans 8:28-29) 
 
One of the best illustrations comes from “the Christmas story” that we read in Luke 1.  As Mary was visited by 
Gabriel, we are told that she was afraid.  She was “greatly troubled” at the greeting and message she received. 
In fact, everyone who encounters Gabriel seems to have that same reaction!  At the end of the conversation, 
even though all of her questions were probably not completely answered, her response is telling.  “Let it be to 
me according to your word.”  That response is the key to experiencing the peace of God.  Paul had learned to 
be content in all circumstances.  (1 Timothy 6:8; Philippians 4:11)  Learning to trust God in all circumstances, 
even to the point of being thankful in all circumstances is the key to peace.  (Philippians 4:4-9; Isaiah 26:3-4) 
 
Understanding and focusing on the fact that God is bigger than our circumstances and that this world is not 
our final destination allows us to have peace in all circumstances.  ( 2 Corinthians 4:16-18)   
 
Jesus is indeed the Prince of Peace in that He is the one who makes peace between us and God.  He also is the 
Prince of Peace in that He brings peace as we trust Him to do what is for His glory and our good.   He is not the 
Prince of Peace in the sense that He is going to remove all hardship from our lives.  To believe that will actually 
cause us to lack peace. 
 
 
Questions to consider: 
 
1. How does Jesus offer peace that is different than the world’s peace? 

 
 
2. On what is God’s peace conditional? 
 
 
3. When we lack peace, what causes that?  If you are experiencing a lack of peace right now, what is causing 

that? 
 
 



4.  What do you think might be practical steps to experience God’s peace in your life during this holiday 
season? 

 
 
 
 


