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 That “S” Word 
 
As we continue to consider the idea of submission, I think that it is absolutely necessary to place that term in 
the context of the gospel of Jesus.  By that I mean that the gospel or good news is an invitation into a 
relationship with God through the shed blood of Jesus.  All of who God is and all that God has done for us in 
Christ is the basis for willing submission to Him.  Please re-read Ephesians 1-3 and actually write down what 
Christ has done for us.  Chapter 1 begins this incredible description of what we have been graced with in and 
through Christ, culminating in verse 10 where we are told about His plan to unite all things in Him. 
 
Submission is never demanded by God.  Someday it will be, but not in the sense that we all become a part of 
His family.  There will come a time when every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord.  
What we are invited into is the glorious experience of being His children under His watchful care and guidance 
now.   Why in the world would we not want to submit to Jesus who knows all, and desires to fill all in all.  He 
invites us to be in willing submission to the very one that has done all that is described in chapters 1-3.  Why 
wouldn’t we want to submit to Him.  What freedom there is in turning over the direction or our lives to the 
one who absolutely loves us and knows everything. 
 
I think of Joseph when his brothers sold him into slavery.   Everything went wrong in his life according to the 
plan he probably had.  Even because of his dream in Genesis 37 Joseph probably developed a plan for his own 
life.  However, God’s sovereign and gracious plan for Joseph’s life was for a greater glory.  Joseph was honored 
with a role that he would not have chosen, but God had graciously chosen him for.  The same thing is true of 
Jesus, the disciples, all the martyrs throughout history, those who are being martyred today, and us.  God calls 
us to a role which is to declare His glory through the gospel and the transformation of a people who willingly 
choose to live for His glory.  (Ephesians 3:7-13)  Understanding God’s amazing goodness and grace causes us 
to want to submit to Him and to each other.  In essence we give up our lives for the sake of others.  We 
donate our lives to them, because we all are His. 
 
Submission of wives to husbands, children to parents, and slaves to masters is understanding God’s design and 
order.  Jesus submits to His Father.  The church submits to its head, Jesus.  Husbands submit to the church.  
Wives submit to husbands.  Children submit to parents.  Those under authority in society submit to those over 
them.  All are submitting in turn to Christ. 
 
What if we changed our attitudes about those placed in authority over us?  What if we saw our employers as 
gracing us with a job?  What if children saw parents as gracing them with protection and wisdom?  What if 
wives saw their husbands as gracing them by choosing them from among all others to give their lives to and 
for?  What if we saw God as gracing us to play a role in His family and His unfolding drama of redemption?  It 
seems to me that we all tend to think “we deserve better”.  That is when we get dissatisfied and submission 
becomes a burden rather than a privilege.  What I really deserve is far less than I have been given, both in a 
spouse and in redemption.  If we can celebrate and bask in God’s grace submission at every level becomes 
more than a burden it becomes a joy.  Reconsider John 13 as Jesus washed His disciples’ feet.  It was God’s 
grace that asked and allowed Jesus to grace His followers. 
 
I am going to include a blog from Gus Bess in his daily devotional “Overwhelmed by Grace”. 
 

Love is patient and kind.  Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude.  It does not demand its own 

way.  It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged.  It does not rejoice about injustice 



but rejoices whenever the truth wins out.  Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, 

and endures through every circumstance.  

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 NLT  

Through my life I have thought a lot about God’s grace.  His grace that saves and brings about a new 

nature.  At this point in my journey I like to say that grace is God’s love given in the power of Jesus the 

Christ’s name without any condemnation. So many people who believe in Jesus Christ seem to live life 

fatigued, having emotions that feel condemned.  They journey along life asking – “What would Jesus 

do in this circumstance?”  Well, everything he would do is already done.  He has given us God’s love 

through his grace and because of what love is, it does.  The freedom of grace lets us rejoice with 

thanksgiving in the moment we find ourselves and this releases God’s love to be seen and expressed 

naturally through us.  Today let this life of grace be seen through your expressions, your words and 

your goals.  This verse is a living reality of the grace of God that lives in you. If you allow yourself to 

live here you will really like this day.  Enjoy! 

May we live in the freedom of being overwhelmed by God’s grace for us which allows us to 

willingly submit to Him and to each other.  We choose to submit or give up our lives for each 

other because He gave up His life for us. 

 
 


