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 Walking in the Spirit 

 
As we continue to think through what it means to be filled with the Holy Spirit I think it is instructive to 
consider what the ministries of the Holy Spirit are.  In other words, what does the Holy Spirit do?  We aren’t 
going to cover all the things the Holy Spirit does in this blog, but let’s consider some of them. 
 

1. The Holy Spirit convicts.  Jesus told His disciples that when the Holy Spirit came, He (the Holy Spirit) 
would convict or convince the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment.  (John 16:7-11)  The Holy 
Spirit is the one who allows us to see when we are going the wrong way. 

 
2. The Holy Spirit draws people to Christ.  (1 Corinthians 12:3; Acts 6:14)   The reason we pray for those 

who do not know Christ is that it is only a work of the Holy Spirit that will draw people to Christ. 
 
3. The Holy Spirit instructs.  (John 16:12-15)  Jesus couldn’t communicate all that He wanted to 

communicate with His disciples because the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, was necessary for them to 
be able to understand what Jesus wanted them to understand.  They needed the Holy Spirit inside 
them in order to comprehend Spiritual truth.  Paul says the same thing in (1 Corinthians 2:6-16)  The 
Holy Spirit searches even the deep things of God and communicates them to believers.  We have the 
very mind of Christ because of the Holy Spirit.   

 

4. The Holy Spirit gives wisdom and revelation.  (Ephesians 1:17-23)  It is the Holy Spirit that allows us to 
comprehend all that Christ has done for us.  It is He who allows us to fathom the hope to which we 
have been called, the immeasurably great power that we have been given, and all of what God has for 
us.  We cannot really comprehend those things on our own. 

 

5. The Holy Spirit empowers or strengthens.  (Ephesians 3:14-19)  It is interesting that the Holy Spirit 
doesn’t just instruct, He also empowers us to be able to understand. 

 

6. The Holy Spirit glorifies Jesus Christ. (John 16:14-15) 
 

7. The Holy Spirit gives gifts.  (1 Corinthians 12) 
 

8. The Holy Spirit makes us fruitful. (Galatians 5:22-23) 
 

9. The Holy Spirit intercedes for us. (Romans 8:26-27) 
 

10.  The Holy Spirit helps and comforts.  (John 16:7) 
 

11.  The Holy Spirit leads.  (Romans 8:14) 
 

12. The Holy Spirit seals us (Ephesians 1:13-14)  
 

That list is not exhaustive by any means, but it is significant.   Perhaps we don’t really comprehend what we 
have in the Holy Spirit.  Jesus described the kingdom of God as righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.  
We experience the kingdom of God in our lives as we let Christ reign in our lives by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  I believe that being filled by the Spirit is in large measure allowing Him to do what He wants to do in our 



lives, which is to continue to conform us to the image of Jesus.  That is an ongoing process that happens one 
step or one decision at a time over the course of our entire lives.  While the combined impact of those 
decisions is cumulative (2 Corinthians 3:17-18), it is a continuous and continual process to allowing the Holy 
Spirit to do what He can and will do in us, to us and through us.  Like the manna in the wilderness, yesterday’s 
filling is not sufficient for today’s needs.   
 
The question that we need to ask is, “What is our part, or what role do we play in that process?”  The answer 
is that we cooperate with the Spirit. 
 
Paul says that we are not to grieve the Spirit.  (Ephesians 4:30)  That admonition is in the context of 
interpersonal relationships and what not to do.  We can grieve (bring sorrow to) the Holy Spirit by how we 
treat one another with our speech and actions.  We are not to do what displeases Him. 
 
We are told not to quench the Holy Spirit.  (1 Thessalonians 5:19)  This command comes in the midst of list of 
positive things.  We are not to put out the Spirit’s fire by not allowing Him to do what He supernaturally wants 
to do in us and through us. 
 
We are told to walk by the Spirit. with the Holy Spirit.  Another way to say that is to let the Sprit guide us.  
(Galatians 5:16-25)  The Holy Spirit will guide us if we will simply allow Him to lead and follow His lead.   
 
If we take all of those instructions together, then the Holy Spirit will fill us with all the fullness of Christ, both 
individually and corporately. 
 
And the results that we experience are staggering. 
 
Questions to consider: 
 
1. Are there any other ministries of the Holy Spirit that you can think of from Scripture? 

 
 
 
 
  

2. Which of the above ministries of the Holy Spirit are you most in need of in your life today? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Which of the admonitions or instructions is the most difficult for you to follow?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What one thing most challenged your thinking and what one thing can you apply today in your life? 


