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 Walk in Wisdom 

 
I continue to think through these amazing verses.  Paul tell his readers in Ephesus that they should be careful 
how they walk because the days are evil.  What does Paul mean when he says that the days are evil?  While it 
is obvious that there is evil all around us in the world which at some level seems to be increasing, I think Paul 
is calling attention to the fact that the world has always been at odds with God’s agenda.  Sin has tainted the 
world and everything in it.  The world is corrupt or rotting.  In a sense it is devolving not evolving.  
 
In Romans 8:18-25 Paul talks about all of creation groaning in anticipation of its redemption.  Creation itself 
bears the weight of sin and its curse.   Because of that there is suffering (Romans 8:18) and we wait in eager 
anticipation for the redemption as well.    
 
Not only is creation tainted by sin, but there is a world system that is opposed to God.  Jesus constantly 
contrasted this world with His kingdom.  Read through the Gospel of John and note how often Jesus talks 
about “this world” and it being opposed to Him.  In John 1:10 we are told that Jesus came into the world, but 
the world didn’t recognize Him even though He was its creator.  In John 12 Jesus talked about judgment 
coming on this world and on its ruler.  Satan himself is the temporary ruler of this world.  This world is his 
domain.   In John 15:18-19 Jesus explained to His disciples that this world will hate them because it hates Him.   
In John 16:4-11 Jesus promises the Holy Spirit whose ministry it is to convict the world of sin, righteousness, 
and judgment because the ruler of this world stands condemned.  
 
In 1 John 2:15-17 John tells us that to love this world is to not love God.  The consequences of sin have had 
devastating effects on this entire world and on us as well.  In Galatians 1:4 Paul talks about Christ giving His life 
to rescue the Galatians from “this present evil age”.   
 
When Paul encourages us to make the most of our time because the days are evil, I think that he is saying that 
this world is winding down.  There is suffering in this world because of evil.  Lives are broken because of the 
consequences of sin.  Men and women are tormented and tortured not just physically, but in their souls.  They 
are desperately trying to salve the emptiness of this world and its corruptness.  Even death itself is a result of 
sin.  We were created for eternity, not death.   
 
The gospel is the answer to all of that.  Jesus came to preach the gospel of another kingdom.   Understanding 
that drives us to make the most of every moment, because the days are evil.   In Romans 13:11-14 Paul urges 
his readers to understand that the time is short so they should live accordingly.  Jesus taught his followers to 
live ready because the time is short.  (Matthew 25) John said that understanding our hope causes us to purify 
ourselves.  That means to live focused lives.  (1 John 3:1-3)   
 
Walking wisely is to walk carefully because this world system is absolutely opposed to God’s kingdom.  We 
have three great enemies that we constantly battle, the world, the flesh, and the devil.  All three make walking 
in this present evil age treacherous. 
 
Indeed, as those in Christ we need to walk carefully, thoughtfully, intentionally.   
 
 
 


