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 Walk in Wisdom 

 
I continue to wrestle with what Paul says about wisdom and foolishness in Ephesians 5: 15-21.  As I have been 
reading through various passages it is apparent that this is a fairly significant issue for those who are in Christ. 
 
As I said in the last blog, atheism is the height of foolishness.  If fearing God is the beginning of wisdom, then 
believing there is no God is the beginning or foundation of foolishness.   That decision is the foundation upon 
which all else is built. 
 
However, practical atheism is also foolish.  For many who believe in God, they live as if He doesn’t matter.  
That is where the real rub comes for us who “believe in Jesus”.  Is God enough God to actually obey.  Is God 
worth following.  (Hebrews 11:6) 
 
Perhaps a great study is to compare/contrast what the Bible says about wisdom and foolishness.  Obviously, 
there is not room in this discussion for all of that, but I want to share a couple more relevant passages of 
Scripture that I have been mulling over. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 describes God’s wisdom as foolishness to those who are perishing.   The message of the 
cross is counter intuitive for the natural person.  The heart of the Christian message, the gospel itself, is 
foolishness to anyone trying to simply reason their way through it.  Who Jesus is (God) and what He has done 
(died to reconcile sinners to God) seems foolish because it is so foreign to what we would do and to religious 
systems that we design.  The heart of the Gospel is that we cannot curry Gods’ favor.   The power of the gospel 
is that it is the total and only solution to mankind’s sin problem.  The power and wisdom of God is Jesus Christ!  
That takes all of the boasting out of the equation for us.  We can only revel in and boast in Christ.  (Ephesians 
2:8-10) 
 
Another great passage is in James.  James 3 13-17 contrasts wisdom from and above and the kind of wisdom 
that comes from world.  In verses 13-16 Paul talks about wisdom being demonstrated by deeds done in 
humility.   Bitterness and selfish ambition demonstrate are the opposite of godly wisdom.   He goes on to 
describe wisdom from above as pure, peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, 
impartial and sincere.  Worldly wisdom says, “Watch out for ourselves”.  If we don’t others will take advantage 
of us.  Godly wisdom says care for others and be peacemakers.   That is exactly what we learned in Ephesians 
4:1-3.  Walking worthily of our calling is that we become peace makers not peace breakers. 
 
That got me thinking about the beatitudes in the Sermon on the Mount.  Matthew 5:9 says, “Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.”   Reading through the beatitudes reminds 
us that God values what mankind disdains.   It seems that wisdom is to bring our value system 

in line with His value system, rather than expecting God to bring His value system in line with 
ours. 
 
 


