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 THE GIVER OF GIFTS  

 
As Paul moves from the statement of oneness of Christ’s body based on the statements about Christ’s 
character and His work, he transitions to talk about the individual gifts that we are all given.  Those gifts are 
given by Christ as He determines and He apportions them.  It is God who decides the necessary gifts needed 
by His body and gives them for the sake of the growth of His body, not for the sake of the individuals. 
 
I think that most of us understand the concept of giftedness and that God actually does want us to need each 
other.  The problem comes in the practical application of that.  Understanding is different than appreciating.  
Those of us with differing gifts all view the world from our perspective.  We think that everyone should think 
like we think because that is the only way we know to think.  That sets up scenarios for us to look at others as 
wrong which creates adversarial relationships.  Somehow, we have to move from understanding different 
giftedness to appreciating it.  I believe that comes from listening in order to understand.  If God gives gifts to 
compliment or complete each other, then as I really try to hear what someone who comes from a completely 
different perspective is saying, not to correct, but to really understand, then it begins to help me not be one 
dimensional.   Eventually being one dimensional often ends up being out of control. 
 
It seems that what Paul is saying in these verses in Ephesians is that there are also different kinds of leaders 
who are given to equip the saints for the work of the ministry.  If we follow one leader only, or one leadership 
style only we can also become one dimensional.  In the church in Corinth there were divisions in the church 
because different people were following their “favorite” leader.  I wonder if perhaps they were lining up 
behind the leader with the same leadership style as their own giftedness or God given design. 
 
One thought that I think is very important we mentioned yesterday.  The office of apostles and prophets is 
hotly debated.  Are there apostles and prophets given to the church today?  It depends on how they are 
defined.  In a narrow sense a prophet is one who takes the truth of God and proclaims it to the people.  In that 
way, most pastors would fill that role every week as they unfold God’s Word to their part of the flock of God.  
There is another sense, however, that can be very dangerous.  In the church today there are those that are 
claiming apostleship for themselves and appointing prophets to speak for them.  The problem lies in the fact 
that they are claiming direct inspiration from God which puts their words on a par with the Bible.  It ultimately 
means that they are inspired and inerrant in what they say.  That also means that they are accountable only to 
God with ultimate even unchallengeable authority over their followers.   
 
My belief is that Jesus called the first Apostles and gave them to the church for the foundation of the church.  
In Mark 3 (and Matthew 10 and Luke 6) we are told how Jesus chose the twelve from among the disciples to 
be Apostles—those specifically sent with the task of initiating the church.  He gave the power to cast out 
demons and do miracles to confirm the message that He gave them to proclaim to establish the authority in 
the church.     
 
Jesus warned that there would be false prophets. (Matthew 7:25; Mathew 24:24; 1 John 4:1)   We are to test 
those who claim to be prophets.  There are two good tests to apply.  One is to evaluate every and all teaching 
according to God’s Word, the Bible.  The practical standard or test for a prophet in both the Old Testament 
and New Testament times was absolute 100% accuracy.   If they ever made a prediction or statement that 
proved to be inaccurate or untrue, they were proven to be “false prophets”.     
 



I believe that we need to be very careful about claiming to have a new or unique revelation from God, or 
ultimate authority over people’s lives given directly from God.  There are all kinds of people claiming all kinds 
of new words and special authority and it is wreaking havoc among churches and church members today. 
 
What a tremendous gift God gave us in the Apostles and prophets who gave us His sure Word upon which we 
can build our lives. (Matthew 22:29; Hebrews 4:12) 
 
Questions to consider: 
 
1. How has God uniquely created or crafted you for ministry?  If you do not know, how might you find out? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Why is having spiritual leaders valuable in helping us become all that God wants us to become? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Who has God gifted you with to be equipped for the work of the ministry that God created you to do? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  What are one or two things that you think you need to be further equipped for the work of the ministry? 

  


