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Who Is in Charge? 

 
We have been thinking through how Paul describes the various aspects of “salvation”. It is so very important 
that we remember that all of what God has done on our behalf is “in Christ”. In Christ we have redemption 
through His blood; in Christ we have the forgiveness of sin; in Christ we have been given wisdom and insight; 
in Christ we have an inheritance. Salvation is so much more than simply staying out of hell or getting into 
heaven. 
 
I have asked about the recurring word “predestination” in this text. We perhaps don’t like that word much, 
but as I said in an earlier blog, it is a biblical word. We find it also in Romans 8:28-29. Also in this passage and 
in others we read a lot about God works according to His will, or according to His good pleasure. Various 
sections throughout the entire Bible talk about God’s sovereign choice of people, nations, and events. I want 
us to notice how much is said in this passage about all of what God has done has been done “according to His 
will”. What is very clear is that God is the author and completer of our salvation. It is entirely grace from first 
to last. We are graced in the purpose, the plan, the provision, and the perfecting of our faith. Ephesians 2:8- 
10 makes that abundantly clear. We are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. The point 
of this entire paragraph is that God is the one in charge throughout all eternity—past, present, and future. We 
struggle with that idea. 
 
The Bible also teaches that God holds us responsible for our choice for or against Christ. Romans 1 talks 
about mankind being without excuse. Romans 3 talks about the purpose of the law creating awareness of our 
sinful condition which leaves us all without excuse. The Bible also declares that whoever believes will be saved 
(John 3:14-21; Acts 10:43) Scripture equally affirms that God is sovereign over all of His creation, and that we 
are also morally responsible for our own decisions. I am not sure that any of us can fully understand how God 
combines his providential control with our willing and significant choices. God doesn’t really explain how it all 
works. He simply teaches that both are true. It is one of those tensions that we are left with because as 
humans we don’t seem to be able to fathom the magnitude of God. I would recommend a great book on the 
subject by J.I. Packer, Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God. He does a great job of explaining both God’s 
sovereignty and our responsibility, without it being overwhelming. 
 
In verses 8-14 that we looked at yesterday we find the great truth that God blesses us with His wisdom and 
insight and we have an inheritance in Him and He has an inheritance in us. Wow! First, we have been invited 
into God’s council. We have the promise that we can understand God’s purposes and His direction for us. In 
fact He lavishes us with wisdom and insight so we can understand God’s ultimate purpose which is to bring all 
things together in Christ. 
 
We also have an inheritance, or have become an inheritance in Christ. What Christ has accomplished has 
made us joint heirs with Christ. We are in Him. We are His possession and part of His forever family. 
 
All this to the praise of His glory. What God planned and Christ accomplished was to the praise of His glory. 
God’s eternal, unalterable, incredible unfolding drama of redemption is to the praise of God’s glory. We were 
chosen before the beginning of time so that God’s glory would be exalted. All of what we struggle to 
understand about what Paul has outlined including God’s sovereignty in choosing causes us and the world to 
be wowed by what God has done. 
 
It also means that if God went to all the trouble to redeem us, it makes sense that we are to designed to live to 
the praise of His glory. We might periodically struggle with what God’s exact purpose is for our lives, but we 
can be assured that we are designed and designated to live for the praise of God’s of glory. We are incredibly 
blessed by God, but salvation and all that it entails is primarily not for us, except that as we revel in God’s 
grace we live for the praise of His glory. That gives tremendous significance to everything we do in life! (1 
Corinthians 10:31) 
 
 



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 
1. Why is it so significant that God has given us wisdom and insight to understand God’s ultimate plan of 
uniting all things in Christ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. How does redemption result in the praise of His glory? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. How do we live to the praise of His glory? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What role does the Holy Spirit play in God’s plan of redemption? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. What does it mean that we are God’s possession? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. What does that do to give us assurance and significance? 


