
Small Group Discussion Questions: 1 Peter 1:1–9 

 

Big Picture: Every Christian will experience trials that test our faith. Peter encouraged 

“exiled” believers to have great joy in spite of their suffering by pointing to God’s plan for 

their salvation, promise for their inheritance, purpose in their trials, and their privilege in 

experiencing His saving work in their lives. We can have this same contagious joy as we 

continually remind ourselves of, live by, and experience these truths in our own lives. 

1. In verses 1–2, Peter first reminds suffering believers about the coordinated work of the Father, 

Holy Spirit, and Son in bringing about their salvation. 

 Q. How would this serve to encourage them in the midst of their present trials? 

 

2. Christians often think of the Gospel as biblical truth we must share so that others might be 

saved — and so it is. This truth includes the holiness of God and His wrath toward sin, human 

bondage to sin and just condemnation, the grace of God poured out in the work of Jesus 

throughout His life, death, and resurrection, and the sinner’s need of repentance and faith to be 

saved.  

Q. Why is it important that we remind ourselves of these Gospel truths on a regular 

basis? 

Q. What happens when we lose sight of these biblical truths? 

Q. Can you give an example where someone encouraged you with the Gospel after you 

trusted in Christ? 

 

3. In verse 3, Peter praises God for His mercy that motivated our salvation. In this context, mercy 

can be defined as God’s kindness, concern, and pity expressed in saving underserving sinners.  

Q. Paul describes the outpouring of God’s mercy through Christ in the lives of Gentile 

believers in Romans 15:8–13 — what are those results?  

 

4. In vs. 3–4a believers are said to be “born again to a living hope” and to an “inheritance that is 

imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you…”  

Q. What is included in this inheritance? (Rev. 21:1–7, 21:22–22:4).  

Q. In 1 Pet 1:4b, God’s power is said to guard believers for salvation through faith — 

thus assuring our inheritance. What other promises speak of God’s preserving power on 

behalf of believers? (Jude 24–25, Rom. 8:31–39, John 6:37–40, John 10:27–30, Eph. 

1:11–14). 



5. The “Crucible of Faith” is presented in vs. 6–7. By this we know that God uses necessary 

trials to test the genuineness of our faith. God promises to do us ultimate good through the trials 

of life by strengthening our faith in Him.  

Q. How important is it that believers recognize this truth? And what happens if we don’t? 

 

6. In Acts 14:19–23 we see how Paul lived out this truth in the face of death — he concluded that 

“through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.” 

Q. How should this impact our response when faced with trials?  

Q. Very few of us have faced a situation like Paul’s in the above verses — yet we do face 

hard times. How do you usually respond when faced with a difficult situation?  

Q. Do you respond more faithfully at sometimes than others? Why? 

 

7. In 1 Peter 1:8 Paul describes the joy suffering believers were experiencing as they trusted 

God’s purposes in their trials. They connected the dots between God-ordained suffering and the 

refinement of their faith — and the result was “joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory.”  

 Q. How important is it to you that God refine your faith and make it stronger? 

Q. Every believer is at once saved, being saved, and will be saved. Do you perceive trials 

as painful experiences to be endured, or as evidence that God is making you more like 

Christ in this “being saved” part of your salvation? 

 Q. Does our response to trials reflect the importance God places on growing our faith? 

Q. Who can you encourage with the truth that our graceful God is at work in the midst of 

their trials? 

 

Final Encouragement: Even in the midst of trials, we can grow in joy when the truths of 

God’s Word are illuminated by the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts and minds. This process 

begins when we make time to read and meditate on God’s Word. When we come to know 

God’s heart through His Word daily, we live confidently, knowing that our merciful God is 

at work in the midst of hardship, and not in fear of the trial.  

 


