
Small Group Discussion Questions: 1 Peter 1:10–19 

 

 

Big Picture: The link between salvation and holiness is clear. In 1 Peter 1:15–16, “holy” describes 

the moral character of God the Father — and is also commanded of His children. Holiness is our 

new family culture, yet, since sanctification (becoming holy) is a process — it is not automatic. We 

have a responsibility to strenuously pursue personal holiness — all the while constantly depending 

on the power of the Holy Spirit to enable and guide us through His Word. 

 

 

1. In verses 10–13, Peter describes the prophetic longing to know more about the salvation we now 

experience. He also mentions that “angels long to look” into the same. Verse 14 begins with “therefore” 

— linking these truths about salvation with a prompt to “prepare our minds for action.”  

 

 Q. How does our salvation motivate our pursuit of holiness? 

 

2. Biblical hope is a confident expectation that God will deliver all that He has promised in the future.   

1 Peter 1:13 finishes with a command: “set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at 

the revelation of Jesus Christ.”  

 

Q. How can we do this?  

Q. What role does continual refreshment in the truths of salvation from the Scriptures   

 play in our success or failure to obey this command? Why? 

 

“Biblical hope not only desires something good for the future — it expects it to happen. And it 

not only expects it to happen — it is confident that it will happen. There is a moral certainty that 

the good we expect and desire will be done.” – John Piper 

 

 

3. Holiness has both positive and negative aspects —it includes not only practicing righteous thinking 

and actions, but also the avoidance of sinful thoughts and deeds. Verse 14 makes it clear that we are not 

to be “conformed to the passions of our former ignorance.” They should no longer shape or guide the 

direction of our lives.  

 

Q. Define “passions of our former ignorance.” Can these include things that are, in and of  

  themselves, not necessarily sinful? Why? 

Q. What determines whether an action or habit is holy or not?  

Q. Why are these old patterns a hindrance to holiness? 

 

 

4. Ephesians 4:22-24 indicates that believers must “put off your old self, which belongs to your former 

manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 

and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”   



Now read Col. 3:1–10 (with emphasis on vs. 10). 

 

 Q: How can believers renew their minds so that they might live in greater holiness and have 

strength to put off sin? (see also Ps. 119:11; Phil. 4:8) 

 

 

5. Read Matt. 7:3–5. Perhaps one of the greatest weaknesses believers can have is that we do not always 

view our own sin accurately. While it is often easy to spot sin in others, we a prone to having “blind 

spots” when it comes to ourselves. Prov. 16:2 says: “All the ways of a man are pure in his own eyes, but 

the LORD weighs the spirit.” All of us struggle with self-justification and minimization. What we 

desperately need is a true view of sin — and we can only get that from God. 

 

 Q: How is our pursuit of holiness affected by a defective view of sin? 

 Q. How does God feel about sin? (Ps. 7:8–13; Ps. 45:6–7 [speaking of Christ];                  

 Ps. 36:1–2; Prov. 6:16–19)  

 

 

6. Read 1 John 4:16–18. In vs. 18 we are told that “there is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 

fear” — nevertheless, 1 Peter 1:17 contains a command to “conduct yourselves with fear throughout the 

time of your exile.”  

 

Q. What kind of fear is referred to in 1 John 18? (the answer is found in vs. 17) 

Q. What kind of fear is 1 Peter 1:17 commanding? 

Q. How does reverential fear differ from fear of eternal condemnation? 

Q. How does reverential fear motivate our pursuit of holiness? 

Q. How does the term “Father” condition the nature of reverential fear? 

 

 

7. Peter then adds in 18–19 “knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 

forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like 

that of a lamb without blemish or spot” 

 

Q. How does recognizing the incalculable value of Jesus’ life given for your salvation encourage 

your pursuit of holiness? How can we keep ourselves mindful of these things? 

 

 

Final Encouragement: The pursuit of holiness is a lifelong endeavor. Thankfully, we are not left to 

our own resources. God has given us His Word to renew our minds and He has given us the Holy 

Spirit so that we might “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who 

works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.”  Phil. 2:12–13 

 


