
Ruth

Suggested Reading: All of it 

  

Big Picture: Famine forces Naomi, her husband, and her sons to leave 
and go to Moab. Her husband dies in Moab and after both her sons marry, 
they too die.  This leaves Naomi and her two daughters in law, Orpah and 
Ruth, as widows. We see a beautiful expressing of loyalty and commitment 
from Ruth not only toward her Mother in law but also to God.  Ruth is led to 
the fields of Boaz, whom she eventually marries and has a son who is a the 
grandfather of David.

  
 



Overview of the Book: Redemption

Same time as Judges  
Elimelech, Naomi’s husband dies after the move to Moab
Her sons disobey God and marry Moabite women
Her sons die

 
  I. Naomi returns to Judah (1) Ruth 1:6-17

- Naomi determined there would be no backsliding in Moab for her
- Ruth saw no hope in Moab
- 3 left, only 2 continued (Orpah returns to the old way of life)

 II. Provisions for Naomi and Ruth (2-4)
- Boaz notices Ruth and her loyalty
- Boaz asks for God’s blessing on Ruth for her commitment
- Boaz goes beyond the letter of the law  Ruth 2:14-16
- Ruth proposes

1) She is praised for following the law (vs 10)
2) She is praised for being a virtuous woman (vs 11)

- Boaz becomes the kinsman redeemer
- Paid the price to redeem Ruth and fulfill the Law

III. Royal Genealogy  (4:17-22)
- Boaz’s mother was Rahab
- Shows God’s welcoming of “outsiders” who had faith into His covenant
- She was not only put in the royal line of Judah but also the line of David

Ruth was a Moabite…cursed with no hope of salvation (because of Balak)

Boaz did for Ruth what God now does for us
Circumstances brought redemption to Ruth before she even knew she needed it

 


