
Lesson 3: The Gospels



John the Baptist’s Ministry

      A. Preached in an uninhabitable region running the length of the Dead 
          Sea, an unlikely area for an evangelistic campaign

      B. “the baptist” because ___________________ (after repenting and identifying  
           with his message in Luke 3:2

      C. “repent” meant a ____________________________________________________ 
           (Luke 3:8 is the result)

      D. “Kingdom of Heaven” (also seen as kingdom of God in NT) refers to God’s    
           heavenly kingdom coming to earth in the person of Jesus Christ
 
               1) Begins with _____________________________________

               2) Continues with __________________________________

               3) Fully manifested when __________________________________

      E. The kingdom was “at hand” because it was being offered to Israel in the 
          person of the Messiah

      F. John assumed that _______________ would ________________ the coming of 
          the kingdom (that is what OT prophets taught)

      G. John also assumed the nation of Israel would repent and the kingdom 
          would come.  He was telling the Jews of his generation to repent in order to 
          gain entrance into Christ’s kingdom

      H.  As roads were fixed, smoothed, and leveled for the arrival of a king
           (Luke 3:3) so John was preparing the way for the coming King



                 Chief priests, scribes, and elders
                    
                   Larger Party, Middle Class

               Immortality, resurrection, a 
  messiah, upheld oral tradition as equal to   
  written law Denied Christ’s authority,  
  they always defer their authority to the 
  temple, synagogue or the law
                        
                        Do not Like gentiles ruling 
over them and looked forward to the 
promised KIng

Pharisees Position:

How Many:

Beliefs:

View of Rome:

In their battle against Greek education, pious 
Jews began to develop a national system of 
education.  Old scribal schools were added to 
a network of local schools where all Jewish 
boys were taught the Torah. The Pharisees, 
created a system for public education focused 
solely around the Law.  Their desire was for 
every Jew to achieve holiness through the 
study of the Torah.

They were zealots for the Mosaic Law and 
emerged as a significant force in Jewish 
affairs because of their influence with the 
common people. Because of this, they were 
brought into the group known as the 
sanhedrin (the judicial authority of the Jews) 
and also became a major force in national 
politics.  Because of their popularity among 
the people, they were the true authority over 
the Jews.  Everything to do with worship, 
prayers, and sacrifice took place according to 
their instructions. They also controlled the 
synagogues directly.  Scribes (men who were 
learned in the hebrew scriptures) were 
looked at as “teachers of the law”.  Their 
interpretation of the scriptures and oral law 
dictated the response from the people.  

Although Jesus constantly disputes the 
pharisees, he does not reject their main 
beliefs.  Rather, he attacked their hypocrisy 
and self righteous attitude.  

interaction with 
Jesus:
Matthew 12:38-42
Matthew 23
Mark 8:11-12
Mark 10:2-9
Luke 7:39-40
Luke 20:20-26
John 8:3-11



                 

                  Old High priest families

                     Jewish aristocracy, fewer than 
                     the pharisees
                Opposed most of the major beliefs  
                of the pharisees.  Taught complete 
                freedom of the will in moral 
                action
                          Their influence helped  
                         spread Greek culture

Sadducees Position:

How Many:

Beliefs:

View of Rome:

The Sadducees at the time of Jesus held the 
high priesthood and the majority of the 
seats in the Sanhedrin.  Under their 
authority, the priesthood was no longer 
devoted to a particular family but rather 
became a bargaining chip to be sold to the 
highest bidder from the government 
(specifically under Herod’s reign).  

Most officials running the temple were 
members of the sadducee group.  They were 
also the group with the most political 
power because of their alliances with both 
Greek and Roman officials.  They did, 
however, need to appease the people who 
wholeheartedly supported the pharisees 
and viewed them as the standard for how 
they should live.  Without complying 
somewhat to the pharisees way of thinking, 
they would be virtually powerless.  
Most importantly, they believed that the 
Mosaic law was to be strictly followed but 
not the prophets or oral law that was 
passed down over generations.  

interaction with 
Jesus:

Matthew 22:23-32 
Matthew 16:6-12
Mark 12:13-18
Luke 20:27-38


