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Welcome to Sonrise Bible Church’s continuation of our Journey Class through the 
summer. If you’ve never attended one of our classes, don’t worry, you won’t be lost. 
Journey was designed to give us as believers a better understanding of who God is 
so that we can serve Him better. 
 
This study is no different in purpose and was designed to walk you through an 
overview of the book of Daniel. As we take a look at this jam packed book, the 
structure of this study is made for you to communicate with other people and share 
what you learn on a weekly basis. It has been designed in a way to provoke 
thoughtful discussion and encouragement among small groups, spouses, or friends 
as you personally apply the concepts learned from the book of Daniel.  
 

Structure of this book 
Here are a few things to understand as you journey through the book. Each chapter 
of Daniel has been put into a lesson for the week. Each lesson is divided into three 
sections: 
 
Read - This section is mainly scripture. By having the verses written out, it can 
make the mobility of this study even easier. There are also intermittent definitions 
and notes next to each section of verses. After each section of verses are helpful 
comments that should help in the understanding of the previous verses. These 
comments are meant to enhance the study but not with an overload of information. 
 
Think - This section is designed to take what was read from scripture and think 
through its impact on a believer’s life. Some charts, pictures, and timelines have 
been added to spark thoughts as well. 
 
Act - This section is mainly a few questions that will allow you to think through 
how the previous aspects can be analyzed and applied to our everyday lives. These 
questions are great for group discussion or sparking conversation with other Journey 
participants at Sonrise. 
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before you begin 

Let’s first go over some background information in order to get a proper 
understanding of what has led to the events in the book of Daniel. Over the last nine 
months, we have overviewed the majority of the Old Testament on Wednesday 
nights (feel free to go to sonrisebible.com to view or listen to some 
lessons). There have been a few overarching themes. Here is a brief description of 
those themes. 
 
God chose His people (Israel) and promises to protect them and be there God 
(GGeenneessiiss,,  EExxoodduuss). He makes covenants with David, Moses, Abraham, and Jacob 
defining His plan and purpose for His relationship with them. In order to keep a right 
relationship with God, He requires a system of repentance for sin that is 
characterized by specific requirements for forgiveness (the sacrificial system). 
Sacrifices were a way for an imperfect people to approach a perfectly holy God and 
continue a relationship with Him (LLeevviittiiccuuss). The overarching theme of the sacrifices 
is that without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sin (also a 
foreshadowing of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God). This system remained in effect 
until the people of Israel corrupted and abandoned it in desire of attaining a king (like 
all the other nations). After being given the land God had promised them (JJoosshhuuaa), 
their focus turned toward comparing themselves with surrounding nations and never 
really returned to a focus on a people that are set apart and different like God 
planned them to be (II  aanndd  IIII  SSaammuueell,,  KKiinnggss,,  CChhrroonniicclleess). After repeated attempts 
for Israel to repent, God chose to remove His protection from them in order to show 
His inability to allow sin to go unpunished (1122  MMiinnoorr  PPrroopphheettss). The Kingdom of 
Israel was divided as a result of “civil war” and the Northern Kingdom became known 
as Israel (with a capital at Samaria), while the Southern Kingdom was known as 
Judah (its capital was in Jerusalem). 
 
We see the character of God through countless situations in which we get a greater 
view of the God of Israel and what He requires of His people. We see His 
supernatural patience and forgiveness through repeated offenses of the people of 
Israel. We see Him work in the lives of ordinary people to do miraculous works that 
show His power and majesty. We see lives transformed and great leaders as 
examples of faith and humility before God. We see the love, care, and protection 
God has for those that belong to Him, but most of all we see the plan of God for 
redemption. The theme that courses through the entire Bible - God making a way to 
be a child of the King and experience Him forever by redemption. 
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The Point  

The character of an individual is determined by the moral qualities and 
distinction from contradicting ideals of a person’s belief system. This 
will be evident in the response to real life circumstances of each 
individual. In our walk with Christ, character can be one of our greatest 
attributes but also one of the hardest to preserve.   

The Background 
After the northern kingdom of Israel was led into Assyrian captivity, the 
southern kingdom of Judah was on high alert.  After repeated 
unsuccessful attempts to take the capital at Jerusalem, the Assyrians 
decided to focus their attention elsewhere. (see 2 Kings 18) The Jews 
in a dozen or so towns on the outskirts of Judah were taken captive 
with the retreating Assyrian army though.  The Babylonians slowly 
gained prominence and power and eventually overran the weakening 
Assyrians around 609 BC.  The Babylonians (as God’s tool of judgment 
on the unrepentant Jews) turned their attention back to the territory of 
Judah.  Babylon, exerting their newly gained supremacy over Assyria 
in the East, desired to indoctrinate surrounding areas and force their 
depraved religion upon neighboring cultures in order to influence and 
manipulate them as they saw fit. They successfully captured Jerusalem 
a few years later and deported Jews to Babylonian territory.  Chapter 1 
begins with the first wave of captives leaving for Babylon. The elite, 
prominent families were taken first in an attempt to influence Jews from 
the “top down”. 

The Study 
Daniel, Azariah, Hananiah, and Mishael determined to show their moral 
distinction based off of their belief in Yahweh.  Conformity and/or 
compliance were never an option to them.  Their behavior was dictated 
by their desire to please their God and because of this they remained 
set apart from the average Babylonian court official.  They were given a 
chance to show who their God was to the highly pagan Babylonians. 
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Comments 

VVeerrssee  22  
Jehoiakim spurred Babylonian invasion after his refusal to pay tribute and remain a territory 
controlled by Babylon. His rebellion resulted in numerous kingdoms (under 
Nebuchadnezzar’s command) harassing and invading Israel until Jehoiakim’s demise. 
 
VVeerrssee  33--44  
Nebuchadnezzar took the elite of Judah’s society. The aristocrats (the wealthy group that 
had consistently oppressed the poor) were targeted not for their wealth but for their 
influence. His desire was to learn better how to control the territory of Judah and at the 
same time indoctrinate them with Babylonian concepts and culture. This left Judah further 
weakened because of the absence of certain men. 
  
VVeerrssee  55  
Upon entering Babylon, these young men’s names were changed in order to give them a 
new identity. This was also a direct attempt to rid their lives of the remembrance of their 
God. Their names gave account to their God and they were immediately changed to reflect 
one of the deities of Babylonian culture. This method was common for a conquering empire 
to use in order to produce submissive subjects in the future. Although these young men 
refused to adopt the name, we have come to know them by their pagan names. (Shadrach, 
Meshach, Abed-Nego)  

Daniel, whose name means “God is my judge” was referred to in Babylon as 
Belteshazzar (Lady protect the king). This was a reference to Sarpanitu the goddess 
of childbirth. 

Hananiah (The Lord is gracious) was called Shadrach (of Aku’s command). Aku was the 
Babylonian god of the moon 

Mishael (Who is what God is) to Meshach (who is like Aku) another reference to the 
moon god 

Azariah (The Lord has helped me) to Abed-Nego (Servant of Nebo) Nebo was the chief 
god of Assyria and Babylon. This god is referenced in Jeremiah and also in Isaiah 46 
as Bel 

  
VVeerrssee  88--99  
Take note of how the situation is addressed initially. This gives us a clear picture of the 
character of these men. Daniel takes initiative, is courteous in his approach, and offers 
solutions to the chief of the eunuchs in order to calm his fears. Upon completion of the ten 
day test, they are gracious and humble in their responses to both the king and the chief. 
(1177--2200) 
 
Interesting to note, these men would not have been able to show a physical difference from 
a ten day change of diet. They demonstrated a dependence on the supernatural power of 
God to have a significant effect on their appearance (and knowledge). Also, these men were 
only part of the group taken by Nebuchadnezzar yet they are the only ones recorded as 
taking this stand against Babylonian conformity. Although the others are not condemned for 
this, they are never mentioned in the book of Daniel in contrast to the high praise given to 
these four men because of their established character. 
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TTTHHHIIINNNKKK
609 BC Nebuchadnezzar destroys Assyrian army
605 BC Nebuchadnezzar returns to Babylon and brings 

the elite of Judah with him (Daniel and friends) 
597 BC  Nebuchadnezzar returns to Judah and brings 

Ezekiel, Jehoiakim, and 10,000 artisans back  
586 BC Destruction of Jerusalem and the temple  
539 BC Babylon falls to the Medes and Persians 
536 BC A group of exiled Jews returns to Jerusalem 
516 BC The temple was rebuilt 

Although it appears Nebuchadnezzar is in control of their lives, this 
book reveals that God is the one in true control (vs 1-2). From an 
earthly standpoint, circumstances could not be more bleak, but 
Daniel and his friends find a way to represent their God in their 
actions and attitudes despite the atmosphere they were surrounded 
with. 
 
Daniel and his friends were, by God’s  
providence, the smartest and wisest 
of all the court officials (vs 17-21) 
even though they were studying 
content that was contradictory to  
their religion. They allowed themselves 
to be part of the learning process but  
were in no way changed in their ways of  
thinking by it. If anything, it strengthened their resolve to honor and 
serve Yahweh. Daniel is quick to inform Nebuchadnezzar where 
his ability to discern dreams has come from and credit his God in 
chapter 2. He did not forget his love for God and this shows in his 
character.  
 
The multiple attempts to assimilate the Jews into Babylonian 
culture were unsuccessful in these four men. We will continue to 
see this develop in future chapters. 

What has your 
character shown 
others about who 

your God is? 
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The Point 
God’s judgment is never to be taken lightly. We see throughout 
scripture the recurring reminder that sin has consequences and there 
is always a price to be paid. His judgment and the consequences of 
disobedience can be seen both in Judah’s captivity and the prophecy 
Daniel speaks from the dream of Nebuchadnezzar. 

The Background 
God has used the prophets to inform and remind the Jews of His 
character and His promises. They have neglected and ignored most 
of these for the last few generations. God chooses to remove His 
protection for a time and allow neighboring empires to enslave Judah 
in order to execute His divine judgment on His people. 

The Study 
God reminds the Jews again that He, and He alone, controls the 
empires and nations. He shows his providence over the rise and fall 
of some of the greatest empires of the world as well as future empires 
not yet created. He makes sure that the Jews are reminded of the 
judgment that they are receiving as a consequence of their continual 
sin and then reminds them of the promises and covenant He made 
with them (a frequent process in the Old Testament). He uses a 
pagan king to bring a vision to His people while they are captives in a 
foreign land.  
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Comments 

VVeerrssee  1100  
The Chaldeans response of “there is no one on earth who can do what the king asks” 
(giving both the dream AND interpretation) sets the stage for God to do amazing things. 
They were right; no man on earth could do what the king asked, only God could. 
 
VVeerrssee  1133  
Nebuchadnezzar’s measure was extreme here. Killing his own prophets for inability to tell 
the dream and interpret it. You can see the desperation of knowing what his dream meant. 
 
VVeerrssee  1155--1166  
Daniel requests an appointment with the king before God had even interpreted the dream to 
him. This shows the faith and trust that Daniel had in God. He also praises and thanks God 
for giving him the interpretation (vs 23) and is sure to bring God all the glory for doing so (vs 
45) 
 
VVeerrssee  1177--1188  
Despite his knowledge and position in the government as a “wise man” of the king, Daniel 
still knew that the first step in any crisis situation was prayer. Not only did he pray but he 
sought counsel from friends and encouraged them to pray as well. 
 
Each element is listed in descending order of weight and value. The strength however 
increases from head to foot. 
 
VVeerrssee  3300  
God made the dream known to Nebuchadnezzar so he would know that God controls future 
events and would be aware of what was coming. This was ultimately for His glory.  
 
VVeerrssee  4444    
This kingdom will be set up by God Himself, never be destroyed, consume other kingdoms 
and stand forever.  
 
As a result of the interpretation, Daniel is promoted 
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With Babylon being established as the first kingdom mentioned in 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, world history confirms that the next 
three kingdoms would be Persia (chest and arms of silver), Greece 
(belly and thighs of bronze) and the Roman Empire (legs of iron). 
Therefore, we can look for the establishment of the “indestructible 
kingdom” in the days of the Roman Empire. Reference Matthew 
3:1-2 where John the Baptist (preaching during the time of the 

Roman Empire) announces the “kingdom of heaven is at hand”. 
Soon after, Jesus pronounces in Mark 1:14-15 “the time is fulfilled”. 

The time He refers to is the kingdom of heaven in Daniel’s 
interpretation. 

 
During Jesus’ earthly ministry, this kingdom was “at hand”; 

following His ascension, the kingdom was set up. (see Matt. 28:18, 
Rev. 1:5, and 1 Peter 3:22). As stated in Daniel, it would start 

small and grow in size. Jesus taught that His kingdom was spiritual 
in nature, was not of this world (John 18:36), and it would start with 

a few and grow to encompass the whole earth (Matt. 13:31-33). 
Therefore, those who have been born again through the power of 
the Spirit, can look forward to seeing the indestructible kingdom 

with God as King.  
 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and Daniel’s interpretation foretold the 
day when Israel’s Messiah would come to earth, serve, minister, 

and establish this kingdom more than 600 years before these 
events transpired. 
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The Point  
God shows that despite man’s best efforts to gain honor and prestige, 
He is the one that grants His favor on those He providentially chooses 
to. He alone holds the right to demand worship, honor, and praise. 

The Background 
Although Nebuchadnezzar praises the God of Daniel at the end of the 
last chapter for interpreting his dream, some time has passed and his 
arrogance and pride have overtaken his attitude toward Him. His 
elevated ego has caused him to fashion a statue and rally his 
kingdom to uniformly worship in the king’s presence. This would show 
surrounding nations (as well as those under his control) the strength 
and magnificence of what a unified political and religious system had 
done for their empire. 

The Study 
Even in the face of the threat of execution, Hananiah, Azariah, and 
Mishael determined to show the world who their God was. Take 
special note to the impact that their actions have on the demeanor of 
the king. Their steadfast faith impacts the king and all his officials (on 
a personal level) and also the entire kingdom (on a religious level). 
Although they may not have understood the ramifications of their 
actions, these events cause Nebuchadnezzar to abandon the idea of 
a unified religion (making Jewish worship illegal) and praise the 
worship of their one true God. Their faith is amazing but the way God 
used these men to impact the greatest empire of that day for His glory 
is awe inspiring. 
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CCoommmmeennttss  

VVeerrssee  33  
All the leading officials from throughout the empire were gathered at the statues dedication. 
This was a symbol of the unity of Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom rooted in the common worship 
of the golden image. This included Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. It is important to note 
that these men knew why they were being summoned and still chose to show up to the 
gathering. Perhaps they believed that they could again show the king their devotion to their 
God, this time on a much larger scale. 
 
VVeerrssee  55  
There could be no separation between the king and country from its gods. This means that 
bowing to a statue of Nebuchadnezzar was a form of worship in Babylonian culture. 
 
VVeerrssee  1122  
The Chaldeans present their case to Nebuchadnezzar with hostility. They point out that 
these Jews have been put in charge of affairs, spared persecution, helped by the king and 
his generosity was being rejected. At the same time, these men were doing so at one of the 
largest gatherings on the world stage. The emotional response by Nebuchadnezzar as he 
agrees with their logic is evident (vs 13). This can be contrasted with Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah’s response to condemnation in verses 16-18. 
 
VVeerrssee  1188  
Despite the fact that they were in a foreign land, away from home, in respected positions, 
with their lives on the line, these men chose to defy the king’s demand to break the first and 
second commandment (even though the vast majority of Jews had not properly heeded the 
Law of God for centuries at this time). 
 
VVeerrssee  2255  
The fourth person is either a Christophany (an appearance of Christ before His incarnation) 
or an angel. In either scenario, it shows God’s presence with believers in their time of need. 
The Lord promised His people He would be with them and not forsake them ensuring that 
circumstances did not overwhelm them. This also shows God’s power over nature in order 
to bring glory to Himself. 
 
VVeerrssee  2266  
Notice the king’s change of emotion and respect for these men and their God. He goes from 
challenging God to calling them “servants of the Most High God” out of respect. God will 
ultimately make every proud man convinced He is the Most High God (Rom. 14:11, Phil. 
2:10-11, Isaiah 45:23-24)  
 
VVeerrssee  2277  
In front of the entire kingdom of Babylon, God’s power and protection were seen for His 
glory. 
 
VVeerrssee  3300  
Because of their testimony, Nebuchadnezzar promotes them in their rank in the government 
meaning they would have even more influence in a greater position. 
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The Point 
“God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble” James 4:16 
God’s Word tells us that the humble shall be exalted, but the proud 
will be brought down. Again, God shows His control over people and 
circumstances in order to bring about His plan. 

The Background 
The lapse of time between chapter 2 and chapter 4 is approximately 
30 years. In those years, Nebuchadnezzar has forgotten his claim of 
the One True God and has lowered Him to an equal level as all the 
other gods that Babylon worshipped. His Kingdom is at peace, he has 
squelched any rebellion in the empire, he has recently defeated 
Egypt, and he finds time to relax in his palace. He begins to admire 
his accomplishments and allows his pride to continue to swell. This 
chapter is written from his perspective after God has had the 
opportunity to humble his proud heart. 

The Study 
We can see how God uses a proud pagan king to show His people 
and all of Babylon His sovereignty over kings and kingdoms. 
Nebuchadnezzar will receive judgment for sin in the same way that 
the remainder of Israel is receiving judgment from God. 
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Comments 

VVeerrssee  11--33  
This chapter is an open letter from the king.  In ancient times, letters were not signed at the 
end of a letter like we do today but instead they introduced the author in the first few 
comments. The chapter begins by sharing the end of the story for Nebuchadnezzar. These 
verses are a decree from King Nebuchadnezzar praising and honoring the God of Israel as 
Supreme Ruler in light of what had happened in his life.  He makes sure to mention that all 
people of all languages should listen to his warning and hear what God has done. 
 
VVeerrssee  55  
This dream takes place 30 years after the dream he experiences in Chapter 2  
 
VVeerrssee  2200  
Because of the lack of trees in Babylon, a tree of this magnitude would have been extremely 
special and unique. 
 
VVeerrssee  2299  
“after twelve months” may be a reference to God giving Nebuchadnezzar an opportunity to 
repent and turn from his prideful and arrogant attitude and in so doing, avoid judgment from 
God 
 
VVeerrssee  2299--3300  
From Nebuchadnezzar’s view on the rooftop he could see the kingdom that “he” 
established. The Hanging Gardens (one of the 7 Ancient Wonders of the World), elaborate 
temples, huge protective walls, and a vast population of subjects could all be counted as 
successes in Nebuchadnezzar’s mind. Unfortunately for him, he wasn’t even able to finish 
the thought of how great he was before God chose the time to humble him.  
 
VVeerrssee  3344  
Nebuchadnezzar had to be humbled by God (because he would not humble himself) in 
order to learn who He is and understand His sovereignty and power over kings and 
kingdoms. 
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TTTHHHIIINNNKKK
Nebuchadnezzar’s pride resembles that of the Pharaoh’s of 

Egypt from earlier on in the Old Testament.  Their belief that they 
were to be worshipped as god is not much different from the 
behavior in this chapter.  How did God deal with the prideful 
pharaoh that enslaved the Jews during Moses’ time? or the 

pharaoh that attempted to rid the world of the Jews by stamping 
out the infant boys? In every case of pride in the Bible, God 

allows a chance for the person to humble their heart before Him 
before He allows circumstances and or people to humble the 

person. 
 
 

Pride was the first sin of Satan.  Through pride, the devil became 
the devil. It is the complete anti-God state of mind and is no 

wonder that God detests pride and opposes the proud (James 
4:6, Proverbs 6:16-17). It is pride that leads men to believe we 

can live without Him. 
 
 

If we are proud of our own talents or abilities, looks or 
possessions, God may take those things away so we will see 

what is true - God is the One who gives every good thing that we 
have (James 1:17). What areas does our life exhibit prideful 

thoughts, attitudes or even actions? 
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The Point 
Much like the approach to Nebuchadnezzar, God is “forced” to 
humble the king. Through brazen defiance of God, Belshazzar mocks 
God and defiles His temple goblets by offering praise to other gods 
with them. God responds to His name being defamed and humbles 
Belshazzar before the night is over. 

The Background 
Chapter 5 shifts to the end of the Babylonian Empire (539 BC). 
Belshazzar is king (the last king of Babylon) and over 40 years have 
passed since the golden image and fiery furnace incident with Daniel 
and his friends from Judah. The captivity of God’s people has almost 
reached the seventy year mark. For those Jews that have read and 
listened to earlier prophecies, they know their time of captivity will 
soon be over. Cyrus (king of Persia) is knocking on the doorstep of 
Babylon with a great army, ready to seize the capital. Belshazzar 
decided that a drunken celebration and night of debauchery was an 
appropriate response to this situation. 

The Study 
Daniel explains to Belshazzar that the writing on the wall is a 
message that the one true God rules over all and that in His own time 
He will vindicate His name against those who defile it, with no regard 
for how powerful they think they are. Daniel, who is great in age, 
reminds the king that the time of exile is nearing an end. A new world 
power (a combined force of Medes and Persians) would dramatically 
rise to power in the Mesopotamian region. 
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Comments 

 
VVeerrssee  11  
This celebration party was made to show and honor Belshazzar’s majesty as king. Even the 
feast was a display of his arrogance. 
 
VVeerrssee  55  
Notice that God’s revelation does not come in pomp and miraculous activity. In contrast with 
the prideful boisterous heart of Belshazzar, God chooses to stay “low key” and merely writes 
on the wall with a finger. No thunder or lightning, no angels, no loud noises or fire from 
heaven, but notice the impact (overbearing fear) was just as powerful (verse 6-7) 
 
VVeerrssee  1188--2233  
Daniel reminds Belshazzar about the arrogance and pride of Nebuchadnezzar. Although 
Nebuchadnezzar was given an opportunity to change his heart, Belshazzar is not given the 
same opportunity. Daniel tells the king (verse 22) the example of Nebuchadnezzar was his 
warning. Now he would pay for his pride, idolatry, and blasphemy immediately. 
 
VVeerrssee  2244--2255  
The translation and meaning is expressed in the last few verses of the chapter, but here is 
an overview of what was written. The word Mene is repeated in the passage to add 
emphasis.  

MENE: “to number” your kingdom is numbered and finished  
TEKEL: “to weigh” Babylon has been evaluated and found wanting  
PARSIN: also Peres or Uparsin, “to divide” The Medes and Persians are the human 

agents of Babylon’s fall. 
 
VVeerrssee  2299  
Daniel refused the rewards of interpretation in verse 17 most likely for two reasons. 1) He 
had no desire to gain wealth or position from doing God’s work. 2) After interpreting the 
writing and it’s meaning, he realized that wealth and position would mean nothing the next 
day when the empire was in control of another reigning power. 
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TTTHHHIIINNNKKK
We now see the transition in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream from the 

head of gold to the breast and arms of silver. The prophecy 
Daniel foretold has begun. 

 
On a regular basis, we see disrespect, mocking, and downright 
blasphemy toward our God! What is your response to it? Are we 
so arrogant that we allow it to be a part of our accepted culture? 
Do we choose to ignore it? Have we learned anything from the 
displays of faith from the last few chapters and realized that our 
character can change culture? If Daniel, Mishael, Azariah, and 
Hananiah had looked on their character and their God as too 

little to change sinful, arrogant hearts than perhaps the impact of 
these men would have been minimal. We as believers have no 
ability to change hearts, but our God (as seen in this book) has 

immeasurable power to do more than we can ask or imagine. He 
holds the key to bring change in our own hearts and those we 

are representing Him to. We may never have a chance to show 
our faith on a world stage like Nebuchadnezzar’s image or 

rescue from a den of lions but we can live it out every day just 
the same. 
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The Point  
God can and will protect his servants. We have already seen this in 
multiple instances in the book of Daniel. We see again how faith in 
God in the heart of extreme circumstances makes His protection, 
power, and praise even more evident. 

The Background 
Babylon has been overtaken by the combination of Mede and Persian 
forces and is under the current reign of Darius. Daniel’s reputation 
has obviously preceded him because he appears to have retained his 
favor and position under the new government. Because of this, he has 
also kept the focus of others jealousy and anger against his 
nationality, position and God. 

The Study 
We will see the protection and providence of God in this chapter and 
again see His control over nature and circumstances. Despite 
Daniel’s age (almost 80) he remains steadfast in his love and 
dedication for God. There are striking resemblances to the situations 
and circumstances that take place in chapter 3 throughout this 
chapter. 
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innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, Your Majesty.” 23 The king was 
overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound 
was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 24 At the king’s command, the men who had falsely 
accused Daniel were brought in and thrown into the lions’ den, along with their wives and children. And 
before they reached the floor of the den, the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones. 25 Then 
King Darius wrote to all the nations and peoples of every language in all the earth: “May you prosper 
greatly! 26 “I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of 
Daniel. “For he is the living God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion 
will never end. 27 He rescues and he saves he performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the 
earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.” 28 So Daniel prospered during the reign of 
Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian.   
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VVeerrssee  66--99  
In a strange way these first few verses of the chapter resemble the situation in chapter 3. 
Daniel refuses to treat the Persian king as a god that should be worshipped and in the end, 
(because of Daniel’s faith) the king respects Daniel’s God. 
 
VVeerrssee  1100  
Daniel makes no attempt to hide or circumvent the new decree. He continues his prayer 
routine as if nothing has changed. He does not allow the new decree to dictate his duty to 
God. Much like his friends in chapter 3, he knows his actions could be punished by death 
but chooses to honor God over personal safety. In both situations, God is able to show 
Himself and bring glory to Himself as well. 
 
VVeerrssee  1199  
The fact that the king checked on Daniel first thing in the morning, shows that he thought 
there was a chance Daniel’s God had protected him. 
 
VVeerrssee  2222  
In Ancient Near East culture, to survive a night in a den of lions would have been seen as a 
sign of innocence of the accused. 
 
VVeerrssee  2255--2288  
Like Nebuchadnezzar before him, Darius responds to God’s display of power by praising 
Him. 
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Daniel’s accusers spied on him while he went about his day 
looking for some aspect to incriminate or vilify him. Because he 

worked honestly and diligently, they found nothing of any 
substance that could ruin him so they needed to formulate a way 
to ensnare him to break the law. If your week was spied on like 
Daniel, would there be anything of substance to discredit you? 

 
 

How committed are you to the necessity of prayer on a constant 
basis? Is it so ingrained in your life that it is impossible to go 
without it during the day? Nothing could stand in the way of 

Daniel’s communication with God… Not even the fear of death. 
Are we that committed to doing what is right? 
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The Point  
God gives Daniel a vision of what is to come by confirming what He 
had already shown a glimpse of to Nebuchadnezzar. The attention to 
detail and specifics makes this vision exact and hard to manipulate or 
discredit for most scholars. We get another glimpse of God’s 
providence as He reveals what is to come. 

The Background 
This chapter is not in chronological order with the rest of the book of 
Daniel. The first verse tells us “in the first year of Belshazzar” 
meaning these events took place before the events of chapter 5. The 
reason for this is to group the visions of Daniel together in the next 
four chapters (7-10). The first five chapters of Daniel have expressed 
mostly history and the purpose of it. There is a shift to a more 
prophetical look at world history. In chapter 7, the focus is on the 
vision of the four beasts (which correspond with Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream in Chapter 2) and what they represent to Israel and history 
alike. 

The Study 
The power and plan of God are both seen in this chapter as we start 
to look at a series of visions and prophecy over the next few chapters 
of Daniel. The description of God the Father and God the Son give us 
a picture of our God and an even greater picture of His power over 
every event, people, and time. This chapter can help us appreciate 
the awesomeness of our God through a vision He gave his servant 
Daniel. 
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VVeerrsseess  11--33  
Notice that the nations are struggling for power and doing so in the same way both 
Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar did when they arrogantly tried to make vast empires; the 
end of both of these kingdoms was eventual destruction. The only one capable of a 
universal kingdom is the Ancient of Days.  
 
It is also interesting to note that these kingdoms come from the sea (earth) whereas God’s 
kingdom is not of this world and comes from the clouds (VS 13). 
 
VVeerrsseess  44--88  
1) Lion with eagle’s wings (VS 4) (represents Babylon; the wings most likely representing 

the co-regency of Belshazzar and Nabonidus; loses its wings and given a man’s heart 
symbolizing the loss of the heart of a lion to conquer). 

 
2) Bear with ribs in its mouth (VS 5) (represents Medo-Persian Empire; “raised on one 

side” represents the Persian dominance in the alliance, the three ribs most likely 
represent its victories over the world powers of Egypt, Syria, and Babylon). 

 
3) Winged, multi headed leopard (VS 6) (represents the Greek Empire under Alexander 

the Great; the wings which allowed it to move swiftly, represent the speed at which the 
empire was able to conquer; the four heads are a prediction of the four generals that 
divided Alexander’s kingdom after his death.) 

 
4) The dreadful and terrible beast (VS 7-8) (exceedingly strong, unlike the other beasts; 

represents the Roman Empire and the ten kingdoms that comprised it)  
 
VVeerrsseess  99--1144  
Thrones put in place and Ancient of Days was seated and He judges the four beasts  
 

1) The one with the pompous words with the little horn was slain and destroyed  
2) The other beasts had their dominion taken away but lives prolonged for a season 

and a time 
 
Daniel sees one like the Son of Man, coming on the clouds and brought near the Ancient of 
Days (a showing of the acceptance of the future sacrifice of Jesus Christ as our intercessor 
and high priest) He was given dominion, glory, and a kingdom. His dominion is everlasting 
and His kingdom shall never be destroyed (refer back to Daniel 2:44) 
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TTTHHHIIINNNKKK
Go back to Daniel chapter 2 and take a look at

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. What similarities do you find 
between his dream and the vision of Daniel? 

 
 
 
 

How much of this vision of Daniel has already transpired?  
Has it been a perfect (without error) prophecy? 

 
 
 
 

Although it may seem strange, this chapter is written as a way 
to comfort and support the people of God. He informs them of 
the persecutions that they are most likely to sustain through 

multiple time periods and multiple kingdoms. It is presented so 
that they can also, through patience, have hope in the plans of 

God. The Jews can be encouraged by the fact that these 
nations will be judged (by God as the Supreme Judge of 
nations in a trial-like setting) and that God has set up His 

throne in heaven and His unending kingdom rules over all. In 
what ways can we as believers be encouraged by this chapter 

today?  
 
 
 

Look at verses 9-12 and notice the specific image of the Son 
of Man that is described. What can we learn from these 

verses? 
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The Point  
This passage is a prophecy based off another vision given to Daniel 
by God. The fulfillment of this prophecy can be seen by a brief study 
of ancient civilizations and kingdoms. It is fulfilled with perfect 
accuracy. God proves His ability to control and design events in this 
world both now and in the future. 

The Background 
This chapter begins by a modern day history lesson. In addition to the 
animals that represent different kingdoms, this chapter traces the ram 
(Persia) and more so the goat (Greece) in their conquest of the Medo-
Persian Empire. There are various similarities in the visions and 
dreams we have already looked at in previous chapters. There is little 
to no question as to the accuracy of the representation of these 
empires in this chapter and the graphic detail to support the prophecy 
which would take place nearly 400 years in the future. 

The Study 
This chapter continues the second section of the book of Daniel that 
deals with prophecy. By taking a careful look at what God reveals to 
Daniel in this section of prophecy, we can see a little more of the plan 
that God orchestrates for His people. At the same time we can learn 
more about who God is. 
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Prince of princes. Yet he will be destroyed, but not by human power.26 “The vision of the evenings and 
mornings that has been given you is true, but seal up the vision, for it concerns the distant future.”27 I, 
Daniel, was worn out. I lay exhausted for several days. Then I got up and went about the king’s business. I 
was appalled by the vision; it was beyond understanding.   
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CCoommmmeennttss  

  
VVeerrssee  33  
The ram represents Medo-Persia (VS 20), the two horns symbolize the two kingdoms. This 
entire prophecy was told before Cyrus (king of Persia) even defeated the Medes and united 
the two kingdoms. 
 
VVeerrssee  44  
Cyrus and his successors conquered westward including Babylon, Syria, and Asia Minor, 
northward including Armenia and the Caspian Sea region, and southward including Egypt 
and Ethiopia. 
 
VVeerrssee  55  
The goat represents Greece (VS 21); the notable horn is Alexander the Great. 
 
VVeerrssee  77  
Greece was “enraged” over the way the Persians had been attacking them and meddling in 
their affairs. They unified under Alexander to rise against the Persian Empire. 
 
VVeerrssee  99  
The little horn that is mentioned here is not the same horn mentioned in chapter 7. The 
prophecy fast forwards to the reign of Syrian king, Antiochus Epiphanes, when he took over 
Alexander’s divided territory. 
 
VVeerrssee  1111  
Antiochus aspires to be like God. He desecrates the house of God by establishing a statue 
of Zeus on the bronze altar. 
 
VVeerrsseess  2244--2255  
Antiochus was to be energized by Satan himself, but would meet his demise without any 
human intervention. 
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TTTHHHIIINNNKKK
The verses of this chapter give light to historical figures,

empires and events that play a significant role in world history. 
Even more so, they play a great role in the infallibility of God’s 
promises and prophecy. It is amazing to think that God spoke 

through Daniel to prophecy events that were hundreds of 
years away and were fulfilled with precise accuracy. This is 

indicative of the God we serve. He can be trusted because he 
holds the world (people, nations, events) in his grasp. 

 
 
 

Daniel overhears a divine conversation (VS 13) and asks how 
long will the desolation be upon God’s people (VS 14). The 

response is 2,300 days. Although he does not know the exact 
beginning of these days, God does. This reminds us that God 
has planned exact details of our lives and we must trust, even 

though we only see a glimpse of it at times, that God’s 
providence over circumstances is always to bring glory to 

Himself. In this case, God needed to show that judgment was 
necessary on his people because they had consistently 
forsaken His law and rejected His love for them. Their 

discipline was a display to other nations that He will not 
tolerate sin. 

 
 
 

After seeing the vision and hearing its interpretation, Daniel, 
like many of the prophets, was emotionally distraught over 
hearing what the future held for the people of God. What is 

your reaction to knowing the future of those who oppose God? 
Are you troubled over the state of our country, our churches, 

or even our families? 
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The Point  
Daniel prays for the people of Israel as he sees the end of their 
miserable captivity coming to an end. He will also receive another 
prophecy from God concerning their reconciliation before Him. 

The Background 
Daniel has already shown us in chapter 6 that he values prayer as a 
necessity in his relationship with God. He further demonstrates this 
concept as he approaches God in a penitent prayer for the people of 
Israel. Like so many other prophets and servants of God before him 
(Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David, and many more) he approaches 
God as an intercessor for the people of Israel. The time of their 
captivity is nearing an end and they have been promised by God they 
will have a chance to rebuild their cities. Their relationship will not be 
mended as quickly though. God gives Daniel another prophecy and 
gives a timetable of the time of their reconciliation with Him. 

The Study 
This chapter does not have to be read carefully to see the heart of 
Daniel toward God and His people; it is blatant and uninhibited. His 
desire for the people of Israel to see their God as he does is an 
emotional plea from his mouth. His petition to God is worth taking a 
special look at and is challenging to model as a Christ follower 
approaching our Lord and Savior. 
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time the word goes out to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will 
be seven ‘sevens,’ and sixty-two ‘sevens.’ It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble. 
26 After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be put to death and will have nothing. The people of 
the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: War will 
continue until the end, and desolations have been decreed. 27 He will confirm a covenant with many for 
one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And at the temple he 
will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.”
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CCoommmmeennttss  

 
VVeerrssee 22 
Daniel’s prayer was prompted by reading the book of Jeremiah and realizing the desolations 
of Jerusalem were almost over (70 years) (Jeremiah 25:12 and 29:10) Because there were 
three “waves” of deportation of Jews to Babylon, the seventy year period was not exact in 
the thinking of prophets (Jeremiah, Daniel, Zechariah, Ezekiel) 
 
VVeerrssee  44  
This verse starts the prayer of repentance for the past sins of Israel. At the same time, it is a 
prayer of confidence because God was about to overthrow the Babylonians and allow the 
Jews to return to their Promised Land to rebuild it. 
 
VVeerrssee  1111  
The curse and the oath he refers to is the devastating curse from Leviticus 26 and 
Deuteronomy 27 and 28. In those passages deportation from the land of promise was seen 
as the most feared curse of violating the covenant with God. 
 
Verse 24 
Much debate surrounds the exact significance of the seventy “sevens”, but one thing is 
clear. Gabriel suggests that the end of the 70 year captivity begins a process that will last for 
seventy “sevens” (or weeks of years) usually understood as 490 years. Though the Jews 
will be allowed to return to Jerusalem, it does not mean the exile will come to a definite end 
with total reconciliation. At the end of the seventy “sevens”, sin and its consequences will 
come to an end for Israel and God will establish righteousness with them again. 
 
Verse 25 
The command to rebuild Jerusalem can also be found in Ezra 1, 6, 7, and Nehemiah 2. 
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TTTHHHIIINNNKKK
Many times we can become so focused on the minute details
of these prophecies that we miss the main point of what God 

is trying to say and do. Many of these verses, their 
terminology, and their meaning are debated by Bible scholars 

worldwide. If we try to focus solely on getting an ironclad 
meaning of each and every aspect, we may miss the original 
intent of these verses. In no way should we not strive to learn 
all we can from these types of verses, but we must remember 

to keep the prophecy in focus for why it was written. 
 
 
 

In these verses, God was establishing when His people would 
be perfected in a relationship with Him once again and ready 
for world leadership. This reminds us of a few aspects of our 

God. 
 

1) His promises/covenants are true and everlasting 
 

2) He has a plan for those that are His own 
 

3) He will revive and rebuild those who confess and forsake 
their sin 

 
Like the prayer of David in Psalm 51, this prayer of Daniel is a 

classic example of how to confess our sins and seek God’s 
forgiveness on the basis of God’s loving kindness and mercy, 

not our own righteousness. 
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WWWHHHAAATTT  TTTHHHEEE  FFFUUUTTTUUURRREEE  
HHHOOOLLLDDDSSS 

 

The Point  
Our sovereign God has orchestrated a complex plan for His people 
and none of us can even fathom the intricacies of it. God, again 
shows us the recurring theme of the entire Bible in His desire for 
redemption for those who call on His name. 

The Background 
By studying ancient civilizations and empires, one can get a great 
sense of the precise detail of the information given in Chapter 11. 
Almost every ancient empire and dominant world power is discussed 
or at least mentioned in the book of Daniel. Following the prophecy of 
Chapter 11, we can get possibly the best glimpse of God’s plan for 
the end of times. Although, much of what is revealed to Daniel in 
Chapter 12 is greatly debated in churches today. Nevertheless, we 
can get an idea of what the sovereignty of God over people and 
nations will do in future events. 

The Study 
As we take a look at another vision Daniel had, we take an extensive 
look at the prophecy of the warring kings in the north and south. 
Chapter 11 gives details of who these kings are and the territory they 
control. Although the names of each king can be traced and prove 
this prophecy to be accurate, they are not significant to the theme of 
the book as a whole. One thing we can take from this prophecy is the 
precise detail God reveals to Daniel in these future events. In every 
specific detail, the prophecy was fulfilled by God’s sovereignty over 
these kings. A further look into world history is needed in order to fully 
comprehend the complexity of the circumstances surrounding this 
prophecy though. 
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Daniel 11  

Verse 2 
    1) Cyrus 
    2) Cambyses 
    3) Smerdis 
    4) Darius 
    5) Xerxes (invaded Greece, made decree to  
        rebuild walls of Jerusalem) 
 
See Daniel 8:3-4 (Ram with two horns) 

Verse 3 
     Alexander the Great (356-323 BC) 
 
See Daniel 8:5-8 (Goat with great horn, broken 
and divided into four parts) 

Verse 4 

Alexander’s kingdom divided among his four 
generals.    
    1) Seleucus (North - Middle East) 
    2) Lysimachus (West - Asia Minor) 
    3) Cassander (West - Macedonia) 
    4) Ptolemy (South - Egypt) 

Verse 5 

“king of the south” is Ptolemy and his kingdom 
became stronger than the king of the north 
(Seleucus) 

Verses 7-9 
Ptolemy III (south) conquers the northern 
kingdom 

Verse 6 

Ptolemy II (south) makes an alliance by 
marriage to Antiochus II (north) 

Verses 10-14 

Continual warfare between Ptolemy IV (south) 
and Antiochus the Great (north) with Israel in 
the middle, suffering 

Verses 15-16 

Antiochus the Great (north) defeats Egypt 
(south) and will overtake the land of Israel 

Verse 17 

Antiochus the Great (north) gives his daughter 
Cleopatra as an alliance to Egypt (south) 

Verses 18-19 

Antiochus the Great (north) will war on the 
western kingdoms, but will be turned back by 
the rise of the Roman Empire 

Verse 20 

Seleucus IV (north) imposes a tax on Israel but 
in a few days he will be destroyed Verses 21-35 

Antiochus IV (north) is the rise of the “little horn” 
who will war with the southern kingdom and 
after being stopped by the Roman Empire, turn 
on Israel 
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CCoommmmeennttss  

 
DDaanniieell  1100::22  
The phrase “three full weeks” refers to Daniel’s observance of Passover and the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread. Although most of Israel had forgotten or ignored the feasts, festivals, 
and Passover, Daniel was careful to do all that God required for a right relationship with 
Him. 
 
DDaanniieell  1100::1100  
Again we see Daniel being touched and comforted. 
 
DDaanniieell  1100::1122  
The man (possibly an appearance of Christ) explains that he has come because of Daniel’s 
humility and prayer. A great reminder that through these two aspects God can respond in 
great ways to do His work. 
 
DDaanniieell  1100::1133  
The man explains the delay in His response. He was delayed by the prince of the kingdom 
of Persia. This is not a reference to a human ruler but rather a spiritual (demonic) being that 
was in control of the affairs of Persia religiously, politically, and socially. Paul refers to these 
types of beings in Ephesians 6:12 when he talks about the “principalities, powers, rulers of 
the darkness of this age, and spiritual hosts of wickedness in heavenly places”. 
 
 
 
DDaanniieell  1122::11  
The “time of trouble as never seen before” in this verse refers to the period of tribulation just 
prior to the coming of Christ. Those that will be delivered are those whose names are written 
in the book of life (God’s record of those who have been justified by faith). 
 
DDaanniieell  1122::33  
The wise not only understand salvation themselves but also turn many others to the way of 
righteousness.  
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TTTHHHIIINNNKKK
“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 

darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places.” 

 
How seriously have we taken these verses and the words of 
Paul to heart? Our study of chapter 10 is a great reminder of 

the spiritual activities that we are at times completely unaware 
of. It is also a great reminder from earlier chapters of Daniel 

that God is the great orchestrator of all that is seen and 
unseen. Because of this spiritual war being waged, we are 

encouraged in the following verse of Ephesians to  
 

“…take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able 
to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand” 

 
As a church, are we consistently putting on the armor of God 

to stand against the devil’s schemes? 

Which element of 
the armor of God do 
you find the hardest 
to perfect? 
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GGGLLLOOOSSSSSSAAARRRYYY  OOOFFF  TTTEEERRRMMMSSS  
 
 
 
 

Abomination of Desolation:  The Antichrist will demand worship worldwide (Rev. 13). 
This will be the abomination that leads to great desolation. God’s judgments will bring 
desolation, or destruction, to all who participate in this terrible abomination (Dan. 9:27). 
This worship system is based on the Antichrist (called the Beast) setting up an image 
(statue or idol) of himself in the Jerusalem temple. This image will be demonically 
empowered to breathe and speak (Rev. 13:14-15). The Antichrist will claim to be God 
when he sets up this idol in the Jerusalem temple. No one will be able to buy or sell 
without worshiping the Antichrist before this image (Rev. 13:16-18). All who refuse will be 
sought out as criminals of the state under a threat of martyrdom. 
 
Alexander the Great: (356-323 BC) Took the throne of Greece after the death of his 
father and led an unprecedented military campaign through Asia and northeast Africa. He 
created one of the largest empires in ancient civilizations after defeating the rival Persians 
and India.   
 
Antichrist: The Antichrist is a demonized man who will be against Christ and seek to be 
worshiped by the nations in place of Jesus. He will give leadership to the most powerful 
and most wicked worldwide empire in history. The Antichrist will be given authority to 
continue against Israel and the Church for 42 months. Gentiles, under the Antichrist’s 
leadership, will oppress Jerusalem for those 42 months. The two witnesses prophesy in 
Jerusalem for 1,260 days (Rev. 11:3). The remnant of Israel will be hidden from the 
Antichrist in the wilderness for 1,260 days (Rev. 12:6). The Antichrist will be given 
authority to continue against the saints for three and a half years (Dan. 7:25). Israel’s 
strength will be completely shattered after this time (Dan. 12:7).  
 
Assyrian Empire: The much feared and brutal territory that existed from 911-612 BC.  
They perfected the early techniques of imperial rule and dominated the Ancient Near East 
for centuries. They were eventually overrun by the Medes, Persians, and Babylonians 
after their empire disintegrated from multiple civil wars.  
 
Assimilate: To absorb someone/something into a wider culture with the intent of making 
the subject resemble the culture they are submerged into.   
 
Babylon: The chief city of the Babylonian Empire (626-539 BC) , which was in the lower 
valley of Mesopotamia. Took the Southern Kingdom of Judah into captivity for 70 years 
(606 BC).  Eventually defeated by the rising power of the allied states of Media and 
Persia.  Many of the specific details about Babylon’s sudden and permanent destruction in 
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the judgments prophesied in Jeremiah 50-51 and Isaiah 13-14:21 have not yet fully 
happened. They were only partially fulfilled in history. 
 
Belshazzar: (553-539 BC) Son of King Nabonidus, famous king of Babylon; died after the 
Persians invaded in 539 BC and conquered Babylon. This followed his viewing of God’s 
writing on the wall at his lavish feast 
 
Belteshazzar: Name given to Daniel after he is brought into exile in Babylon 
 
Chaldeans: Refers to a group of people mainly from the southern part of Babylon; the 
term, however, took different meaning under the Babylonian rule and came to be a name 
given to the wise men of the empire that were preoccupied by astrology, sorcery, and 
mysticism 
 
Cyrus: (576-530) known as Cyrus the Great, Babylonian captivity officially ended under 
his rule and he ordered the temple in Jerusalem to be rebuilt and returned the Jews, with 
their sacred vessels, to their proper place.  
 
Daniel’s thirty days: In Daniel 12:11, an angel told Daniel about a thirty-day period that 
would extend beyond the commonly understood 1,260 days (three and a half years) 
during which God supernaturally provides for the remnant of Israel.  This period ends 
when Jesus comes in the sky to rapture the saints. The 1,290 days include an additional 
thirty days, in which the Antichrist worship system, or the abomination of desolation, 
continues on earth. It ends when Jesus marches into Jerusalem to destroy the Antichrist 
personally. 
 
Daniel’s seventieth week: The final seven-year period before Jesus’ second coming is 
referred to as Daniel’s seventieth week. Daniel prophesied of seventy weeks (Dan. 9:24-
27). Each week was a period of seven days, representing seven years. Therefore, these 
seventy weeks of seven years each totaled 490 years. This prophecy concerns God’s 
prophetic time calendar in dealing with the salvation of the nation of Israel.  
 
Darius: (538 BC) Ruled between Belshazzar and Cyrus the Great. Was fond of Daniel 
and sympathetic to the Jews.  
 
Israel: The Northern Kingdom that was taken into captivity in Assyria (approximately 740 
BC) 
 
Jehoiakim: King of Judah from 608-598 BC; controlled by the Pharaoh after taking his 
brother captive to Egypt 
 
Judah: The Southern Kingdom that was taken into captivity by Babylon from 
approximately 597 to 527 BC 
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Medes: Territory north of Babylon that allied itself with Persia to defeat the Babylonian 
empire.  Mentioned multiple times in the prophecies in the book of Daniel 
 
Mesopotamia: The area between the Tigris and Euphrates river; also known as the 
Fertile Crescent; the birthplace of multiple civilizations and religions.   
 
Millennium: The Millennium is a literal 1,000- year period in which Jesus will rule the 
whole world from Jerusalem in righteousness and peace. The kingdom of God will be 
openly manifest worldwide, affecting every sphere of life. 
 
Minor Prophets: 12 prophets dealing with the circumstances dealing with the divided 
people of Israel.  Their writings focus on the judgment of God and the continued 
commitment to His covenant remaining intact as hope for their future generations.  
 
Mosaic Law: Given specifically to the nation of Israel as their Law. It was made up of 
three parts: the Ten Commandments, the ordinances, and the worship system (which 
included the priesthood, the tabernacle, the offerings, and the festivals) This is pivotal to 
understanding much of the Old Testament and it’s storyline.  
 
Nebuchadnezzar: Most prominent king of Babylon; exiled the people of Judah to Babylon 
after he destroyed the temple in Jerusalem (586 BC); humbled by God during the time of 
Daniel 
 
Persian Empire: (539-331 BC) Combined forces with the Medes to overthrow the 
Babylonians and extend their empire further.  Were dethroned as the world power by 
Alexander the Great of Greece.  
 
Polytheism: Worship of more than one god 
 
Second Coming of Christ:  The time when Jesus will come back physically to rule 
permanently on the earth. He will travel across the earth in the sky so that every eye 
clearly sees Him in every nation (Rev. 1:7). At this time, the bodies of believers will be 
instantly transformed as they meet Jesus in the air. 
 
Yahweh: The Israelite name for the one true God.  



Page 86 

  



  

Page 877 



 
  

Page 88 



  

Page 899 



Page 90 

  



  

Page 91 



Page 92 

 


