
Genesis

   Suggested Reading: Genesis 1-3, 6, 11-12, 37, 49-50
  

   Key Landmarks: 
1) Sodom/Gomorrah 11) Ur
2) Red Sea 12) Canaan
3) Dead Sea 13) Jericho
4) Jordan River 14) Jerusalem
5) Euphrates River 15) Midian
6) Tigris River 16) Egypt
7) Mediterranean Sea 17) Haran 
8) Bethel 18) Babylon (Babel)
9) Beersheba 19) Damascus

        10) Goshen

Big Picture: Genesis explains the effects of sin as it enters the world and   
  the need to avert the wrath of God.  The birth of Israel as a nation is 
focused through the families of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  The book 
follows the covenants made by God and how these promises were fulfilled 
and how they play a role in the ultimate redemption of mankind through  

      Jesus Christ. 



Overview of the Book: 

I. Early history
 A. Creation of the universe and mankind (1-2) 

B. Fall (3) 
1.

            2.
C. Cain and Abel (4)
D. Adam’s line (5)

 E. Noah and the Flood (6-9)
 F. Tower of Babel (11)

    
 II. Patriarchal History

A. Abraham (11-20)
1. Chosen (12)

2. Melchizedek (14)

3. Covenant (15) (See covenant chart)
4. Birth of Isaac (21)
5. Abraham tested with Isaac (22) 

6. On deathbed remembers importance of being separate (24)

 B. Isaac (21-24)
1. Marries Rebekah 
2. Tricked when passing on blessing to Esau 

 C. Jacob (25-35)
1. Works for Laban, Leaves with Rachel AND Leah (32) 
2. Wrestles Angel of the Lord, name changed

D. Esau’s descendants (36)
  E. Joseph (37-50)

1. Type of Christ
2. Pit, Potiphar, Prison, Palace, Prime Minister
3. Saved entire family of Jacob

* All three believed in the promise/covenant until their death (Hebrews 11:20-22)



Life Check:  
Part One
1. Compare God’s commands to Adam in 1:28-30 with those to Noah in 9:1-7. 

              What was similar?  What was different?    ____________________________  
              ______________________________________________________________

     ______________________________________________________________ 
      ______________________________________________________________   
       

2. Compare the way Satan tempted Adam and Eve (3:1-6) with the way he  
              tempts people today. What are the similarities. _________________________  
              ______________________________________________________________ 

     ______________________________________________________________ 
     ______________________________________________________________ 

       
3. How does the Bible describe Noah’s character? (Genesis 6:22, 7:1,5, 8:20;  

             Hebrews 11:7) __________________________________________________  
     ______________________________________________________________  
       

4. What does God promise to Abram in Genesis 12:1-3? ___________________  
    ______________________________________________________________ 
    ______________________________________________________________ 

 
       5. How are the covenants between Noah and Abraham different?

    ______________________________________________________________ 
    ______________________________________________________________ 
    ______________________________________________________________ 
    ______________________________________________________________



Part Two:
1. What character traits do you see in the life of Joseph? ___________________  
    ______________________________________________________________ 

 
       2. Using one (or more) of the following people from Genesis (Adam, Eve,  
             Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob, Rachel, Judah, or Joseph) read  
             what Genesis tells us about them. Identify a specific sin in that person’s  
             life, then answer the following question: How did God in his grace use this  
             person in spite of their sin?  
             ______________________________________________________________ 

    ______________________________________________________________ 
    ______________________________________________________________ 
    ______________________________________________________________ 
    ______________________________________________________________ 

 
       3. Take a look at Genesis 49, How did God bless the sons of Jacob? Who  
              received the longest blessing? Who received the greatest blessing?

    ______________________________________________________ 
    ______________________________________________________ 
    ______________________________________________________ 

 



Extra Credit:   
Part One:

1. Read Genesis 5:21-24 and notice the extraordinary event that takes place.
    Take some time to write out, in your own words what took place and why this  

              event is significant. _____________________________________________  
     _____________________________________________________________ 
     _____________________________________________________________ 
     _____________________________________________________________
 
2. Genesis gives us the route Abraham took through the Middle East (Genesis  

              11-23). Draw in Abraham’s journey on the map. (Ur, Haran, Damascus,  
              Canaan, Egypt).  How far did Abraham travel?

 
3. Take a look at the six major covenants that God makes with His creation.   
    What can you learn about the traits of our God from these covenants?  
    ______________________________________________________________ 
    ______________________________________________________________ 
    ______________________________________________________________

Part Two:
1. Use a concordance to find references to Abraham in the New Testament.   

              Analyze those references to determine why the NT authors referred him.   
    ______________________________________________________________ 
    ______________________________________________________________ 
    ______________________________________________________________ 
    ______________________________________________________________ 
    ______________________________________________________________ 
    ______________________________________________________________
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Edenic Covenant (Gen. 1:26-28)
- The creative covenant between the Triune God, as the first party, and newly  

            created man, as the second party, governing man’s creation and life in Edenic  
            innocence. 

- Regulated man’s dominion and subjugation of the earth, and presented a  
            simple test of obedience.  The penalty for disobedience was death.

Adamic Covenant (Genesis 3:14-19)
- The covenant conditioning fallen man’s life on earth. Satan’s tool (the serpent)  

            was cursed (3:14)
- The first promise of the Redeemer was given (3:15)
- Women’s status was altered (3:16)

 - The earth was cursed (3:17-19)
- Physical and spiritual death resulted (3:19)

Noahic Covenant (Genesis 8:20-9:6)
- The covenant of human government.  
- Man is to govern his fellowmen for God, indicated by the institution of capital  

           punishment as the supreme judicial power of the state (9:5-6) 
       - Promise of redemption through the line of Shem (9:26).

Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:1-3)
- The covenant of promise.  Abraham’s posterity was to be made a great nation.   

         - In him (through Christ) all the families of the earth were to be blessed (Gal 3:16;  
  John 8:56-58)

Mosaic Covenant (Exodus 20:1-31:18)
- The legal covenant, given solely to Israel.  
- It consisted of the commandments (20:1-26); the judgements (social)  

            (21:1-24:11) and the ordinances (religious)(24:12-31:18) also called the Law.  
- It was a conditional covenant of works, a ministry of condemnation and death (2  

           Cor. 3:7-9), designed to lead the transgressor (convicted thereby as a sinner) to  
           Christ. 



Palestinian Covenant (Deuteronomy 30:1-10)
- The covenant regulating Israel’s tenure of the land of Canaan.  
- Its prophetic features include dispersion of disobedience (30:1), future 
   repentance while in dispersion (30:2), The Lord’s return (30:3), the restoration 
   (30:4-5), national conversion (3:6), judgement of Israel’s foes (30:7), national 
   prosperity (30:9).  
- Its’ blessings are conditioned upon obedience (30:8,10), but fulfillment is  

   guaranteed by the new covenant

David Covenant (2 Samuel 7:4-17, 1 Chronicles 17:4-15)
- The kingdom covenant regulating the temporal and eternal rule of David’s  
  posterity.  
- It secures in perpetuity a Davidic “house” or line, a throne, and a kingdom.  
- It was confirmed by divine oath in Psalms 89:30-37 and renewed to Mary in  
  Luke 1:31-33.  
- It is fulfilled in Christ as the world’s Savior and Israel’s coming King (Acts 1:6,  

           Revelation 19:16, 20:4-6).

New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-33, Matthew 26:28, Luke 22:20, Hebrews 8:8-12)
- The covenant of unconditional blessing based upon the finished redemption of 
  Christ.  
- It secures blessing for the church, flowing from the Abrahamic Covenant 
  (Galatians 3:13-20), and secures all covenant blessings to converted Israel, 
  including those of the Abrahamic, Palestinian, and Davidic covenants. 
- This covenant is unconditional, final, and irreversible.  
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