
1 Samuel

Suggested Reading: Chapters 1-3, 8-9, 12,16-20

  

Big Picture: 1 Samuel follows the story of four men (Eli, Samuel, Saul,    
 David) that bring the Israelites through a transitional period from the time of  
the judges to the eventual establishment of a monarchy.  The Book starts 
by addressing the humility and dedication of Hannah and the harsh 
contrast of the life and family of the high priest Eli.  The people choose their  
king (Saul) and then God gives them the king He had chosen (David) after  
Saul’s reign is destructive. The movement away from the focus on the 
position of the priests is replaced by the superior position of prophet. 

  
 



Overview of the Book:    Transition

*Traces the transition from chaos (Judges) to rise of kingdom 
     * The sacrificial system and priesthood had failed (by the people)

  * After foreign oppression, the Israelites conclude that they need a king
- Genesis 49:10…Mosaic Law planned on a king

  * They wanted a king “like all the nations” 8:5 to centralize government and rally  
              around a hereditary king to bring them out of chaos

  * Their demand for a king was a rejection of God (God’s ideal form of  
              government)

  * The Philistines expanded, Israelites routed, take Ark (misunderstood it’s 
     purpose) Hophni and Phineas killed, Eli breaks neck, Phineas’s wife dies
  * Philistines plagued (Bubonic), Return ark, 70 men die, Israelites fear plague

 
  I. The Dying Theocracy (1-7) 

A. Eli: The Established Priest (national ruler)
1. His Failure a a Priest

- (1:9) content while the nation was in chaos (3 times, all sitting)
- Sees Hannah and assumes she is drunk (3:1) No vision
- Honors his sons over God (2:29)

2. His Failure as a Parent
- Sons who “knew not the Lord” (2:12) Lost sanctity of position
   (taking sacrifices, fornication, corruption)
- Unrestrained, for their entire life…Eli makes excuses

B. Samuel: The Enlightened Prophet
1. His Mother (honest, humble, loving mother) Luke 1:46-55
 - Gave Samuel to Eli (public scandal) to “be a man of 

   God” (1:27) “for this child I prayed”
         - 3:10 theophany
         - 3:19-20
2. His Ministry
     - Samuel, the last judge, not religious or political judge…a prophet
        (The appearance of a prophet always signified failure)
     - Prophets offered sacrifice as priests and commanded as kings
       (influence based on his integrity and loyalty to God) 
     - 7:15-17 He lived how he judged
     - Man of Prayer (7:8, 8:6, 12:23, 15:11)



Overview of the Book (part two)

II. The Dawning Monarchy 
A. Tragedy of Saul (Chapters 8-15)

1. He was an impressive man

2. He was an impatient man

3. He was an unrepentant man

B.  Training of David (Chapters 16-31)
1. In the country

2. In the Camp

3. At the Court

4. In the Cave



Life Check:

1) Read 1 Samuel 2:4-5 and compare Hannah’s song of praise to Mary’s song in Luke  
    1:46-55. How are they similar? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________  
_____________________________________________________________________  

2) According to Chapter 8 verses 4-5 and 19-20, why did the Israelites want a king? 
____________________________________________________________________  
_____________________________________________________________________  
_____________________________________________________________________  
_____________________________________________________________________

3) What was Samuel’s warning to the Israelites if they chose a king? (8:11-18) 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________  
_____________________________________________________________________  
_____________________________________________________________________  
_____________________________________________________________________

4) What does the story of the lost and returned ark teach (4:1-7:2)?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________  
_____________________________________________________________________  
_____________________________________________________________________  
_____________________________________________________________________


