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MISSION STATEMENT
God calls us, the people of St. Luke’s
To open wide our doors in the name
of Christ:
To all who are young or old and need
counsel:
To all who are strong and want a task;
To all who are lonely, weak or mourn,
or need comfort.
To all who are sinful and need a
Savior.
To all who are weary and need rest.
To all who are left out and need
acceptance;
To all who are grateful and need a
place to give thanks.
To all in Christ’s name we say
“WELCOME.”

RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS
Each Sunday we gather around the Lord’s table to offer Eucharist, a
Greek work that means “thanksgiving.” As we prepare ourselves to
assemble for our Annual Meeting on June 3, I find that I am in a very
grateful spirit.
In June we shall have concluded nine years together in ministry.
My prayer of thanks to God is for the wonderful people of St. Luke’s
who have allowed me into their lives during times of joy at baptisms
and marriages; and in the times of sadness in hospitals and at funerals. Friends and acquaintances made in these years have enriched my
life.
I am appreciative of those who have given of their time and talent
as leaders in the parish. Ed Krug, whose help in “branding” St.
Luke’s and transforming the format and content of the Tower, makes
our presence ever more rich within our parish and in the local community. For those who aid him, Editor Jeffrey Sussman, Brian Craig,
Martha Murray, Caroline Marshall, Linda Melville, thank you.
Thank you Ed for your years of service on the Vestry and for your
counsel, advice, and care for this flock.
Chris Corwin, who as a father of a youngish family, has managed to
offer six years on the Vestry while keeping himself somewhat sane.
His work with the fair, and those who assist him in this monumental
event for the parish, has made our fair the main draw of the 4th of
July weekend. Thank you Chris, and a special thank you to Kristin,
for providing your knowledge, zeal, and spirit to this parish.
For the beauty of our landscape and the transformation of our
“look,” we are indebted to Dianne Benson and Clif Thorn. (My
focus is on Clif, no offense Dianne). On Saturdays, while working in
my office, I have often caught glimpses of someone walking around
the yard picking up twigs, cleaning out the flower beds, making
the grounds more presentable. Sure enough, it has been Clif. This
congregation is blessed by his care for the beauty of creation and for
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the centerpiece of our church grounds and building.
Thank you Clif for your term on the vestry and for
your dedication.
Ruth Ann McSpadden shares her wisdom, grace,
and hard-working spirit with us in so many ways:
the summer fair, her counsel (even from South Carolina by phone), hospitality, and above all her care
for stewardship in the parish. Under her leadership,
we have exceeded previous goals of the “Every
Member” stewardship and pledging in our parish.
Thanks to Ruth Ann, our ministry has been able to
increase and touch more lives. Our ministry plan
(formerly known as a budget) shows that our stewardship of service and of property is better because
of the generosity of each of you during the annual
appeal for support. Thank you Ruth Ann for your
leadership in this crucial area.
Finally, but certainly not least, is Lysbeth Marigold, our outgoing Warden. Lys is at times a
consoler, pep talker, and most of all a friend. She
loves this parish and does all sorts of things behind
the scenes to promote our parish and the wonderful
things we have to offer. In addition, Lys has a special place in her heart for our St. Peter’s Chapel in
Springs. Her “Old Stone Highway Stroll” and other
fund raising events for the chapel have helped in
so many ways to keep our summer worship viable.
Her willingness to serve at the Altar of the Lord as
reader and Eucharistic Minister is meaningful to
me. One of the best gifts Lys has given to us is her
hard work over a year in putting together a wonderful history of St. Luke’s. Her book, St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church: Where God is Love, is the fruit
of hours of reading all the vestry minutes from the
beginning until recent times. She went through
the entire church building looking at dedication
inscriptions to make sure every gift was accounted
for, and the people who were part of the foundation
of our parish honored. As Lys ends her six years
on the Vestry, four as a Warden, I owe her my deeply felt gratitude for her time and talent that enrich
our ministry.
My heart indeed is full of the joy of the Lord as
I see new people willing to serve on the vestry,
others stepping forward to help on the summer fair,
outreach, worship and making sandwiches to feed
the hungry. The Lord blesses us, and so we gather
to give “Eucharist” each week for those blessings.
With my love and respect,
Your priest and minister,
Fr. Denis +

IN THIS ISSUE

Continuing with Fr. Brunelle’s theme of gratitude for our vibrant community, we are devoting this issue to expressing thanks to the many
parishioners who give so freely to St. Luke’s of
their time, talent and financial resources, as we
approach our Annual Meeting on June 3. We
focus in particular on:
•
•
•
•
•

The upcoming Family Fair and those who
make it happen;
Our gratitude for the beauty of our
grounds and those who work to design,
install and maintain what we have;
The generosity of those who have pledged,
enabling us to plan how we will implement our mission;
The outgoing Vestry members who have
faithfully and diligently served the congregation;
The incoming nominees who have answered the call to join the Vestry, all of
whom the congregation will confirm by
vote at the Annual Meeting.

There are so many more individuals to thank –
those involved in our important outreach work,
our fellowship events, the Altar Guild, Eucharistic Ministers, the choir, readers, ushers, and
those who provide help in countless ways to
the parish and to each other. We will continue
to recognize others in upcoming issues.
We echo Fr. Brunelle’s sentiment that we are
blessed to have this lively spiritual home, and
we the editors of the Tower add our own thanks
to everyone in our community for their participation, and for giving us interesting stories to
write!
We will see you on June 3 for the 9:00 service
and 10:00 Annual Meeting. -EK

THE SUMMER FAIR APPROACHES

As most of you know, the fair is our major
fund-raising event of the year, contributing a
significant portion of the funds to the parish’s
outreach efforts. But more than that, the fair
is our opportunity to welcome everyone in
our diverse town to “the stone church on the
hill,” to come together for a day of fun and
fellowship.
Over the years, the fair has taken many
forms, has evolved and adapted to changing
times and a changing parish. From a prim
lemonade social at the turn of the last century,
to the rather more rambunctious family-oriented event of today, the fair has at times
included rummage sales, book sales, petting
zoos, salads, a luncheon, a farm stand, and
one year a dunking booth featuring an opportunity to douse our sporting rector and our
very game Village mayor!
Since 2013, the current incarnation of the fair
has offered an old-fashioned family carnival
theme, and it takes place on the Saturday of
the Independence Day weekend (it had traditionally been in August). Under a big-top
tent is a variety of entertainment for kids:
clowns, singers, and puppeteers. Also, scattered about the front lawn are classic carnival
games, a balloon twister, a face painter, a
slide, a bounce castle, and much more.
Many parishioners continue to organize faithful teams of volunteers to keep fair favorites
going, like the baked goods booth that Susan Crandall coordinates, and the popular
vintage clothing booth that Mardie Gorman
organizes with the help of Barbara Sussman.
Oscar Giles has been managing a team for the
clams and beer booth for many years, as Roy
Parker has done for our hamburger and hot
dog grill. We are grateful to Jeffrey Sussman

for utilizing his PR/marketing skills and for
writing press releases that have generated
publicity for the fair every year. There have
been countless people in the parish who have
contributed enthusiastically over the years to
planning, setting up, taking down, managing,
promoting, entertaining, and running the fair.
We encourage everyone to find a way to participate in this wonderful fellowship!
Special acknowledgement goes to three of the
out-going Vestry members for their continuous contributions to the fair. Our thanks to Ed
Krug and Ruth Ann McSpadden who, along
with Mary Laughlin and Kenlynne Mulroy,
are responsible for building the foundation
of the successful family fair we have today.
After trying a two-fair season in 2013 – the
first, for kids in July and the second, a Festival of Tastes and Treasures for grown-ups in
August– the two events were combined and
the Summer Family Fair was born with its
new carnival identity. Chris Corwin, as the
Vestry member responsible for Community
Outreach, has ably and tirelessly taken the
playbook and run with the giant task of coordinating the fair for the last three years.
Chris’ coordinating committee this year
includes Mary, Ruth Ann and Kenlynne as
well as Brian Craig, Linda Melville and Janie
Miller. (Committee list still in formation).
And, this year, a new addition! There will be
a kick-off event on the eve of the fair. Come
join us under the big tent from 6:00 to 8:00
on Friday, July 6, for wine, cheese and music,
and the opportunity to preview the silent
auction items.
We thank you, EVERYONE, for your service
to St Luke’s and the community. We look
forward to seeing you on the evening of the
6th, and, of course, at the fair on the 7th!
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THE GROUNDS ARE IN BLOOM
Dianne Benson, photos by Brian Craig

We write this as the magnolias (both yellow and
pink) on the front lawn,and Jim Jeffrey’s beguiling
glowing crimson on the meridian of the parking
lot called “Black Tulip” are opening their beautiful
blossoms, and the cherry trees in front of the Memorial Garden are in full bloom. Soon the Rectory
will be brimming with hydrangeas and other appropriate shrubbery to be afforded to us by Buckley’s Farm. We are fortunate indeed to have a new
generation of nursery experts, Mariah Whitmore
and Dennis Limonius, to guide us and provide for
St. Luke’s.
Our frontage on the Village Green looks more
beautiful than ever with the removal of the overgrown and wasp-infested yew bushes, making our
vista clearer while adding precious new space for
our St. Luke’s Fair on July 7. We are indebted and
grateful to New Leaf Landscape Maintenance and
Hampton Silver Leaf Landscape for this needed and
appreciated overhaul as well as to Swanson’s Estate
Care for their ongoing care of our grounds.
We feel this additional step of professional maintenance is necessary as Clif Thorn’s Vestry term has
ended. Singlehandedly, Clif made arrangements
either for the sweeping changes that have been
made on the grounds, or (and often) he did the work
himself. A deep and abundant thank you to a dedicated, conscientious, tasteful and valuable member
of our St. Luke’s family.

STEWARDSHIP 2018 – MANY THANKS!
Editors
The Rector, Wardens and Vestry would like
to thank the parishioners who have made 167
household pledges in support of the annual ministry
plan as of April 30. These pledges (totaling
$384,969 against our budget target of $397,800)
enable sound financial planning for St. Luke’s
mission and ministry, including various outreach
programs to our community. If you have not yet
received a pledge card, you may contact Tara
Brinka in the office at 631-329-0990, ext. 10 or
at tower18@stlukeseasthampton.org. If you would
like to make a pledge you may mail, drop off a
pledge card, call the office, or complete the online
form at https://stlukeseasthampton.cloverdonations.
com/st-lukes-donation/ and choose the account
“Pledge 2018” under “Choose which fund to give
to.”
PLEDGERS
Mr. & Mrs. James Amaden
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Anderson
Guido Auen & Louis Garcia
Ami Ayre
Mark Baccash
Ms. Jacklyn Baker
David Bennett
Dianne Benson & Lysbeth Marigold
Mrs. Norborne Berkeley, Jr.
Robert Biondo
Pamela Blackman
John Brancati & Bernard Green
Mrs. James Brandi
Eleine & Jon Bricken
Bernard G. Brophy
Denis Brunelle
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Budd
Mary Busch
Mr. & Mrs. Albert J. Catozzi
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Chapman
Mr. & Mrs. David Coles
Hilary Collins
Mrs. Judith Comfort
Mr. & Mrs. James Conklin
John & Patricia Conran
Ms. Kimberly Elash and Mr. Doug
Cornett
Chris & Kristin Corwin
Mr. Brian Craig and Dr. Michael
Swerdlow
Mr. & Mrs. Milford Crandall
Trudy Craney

Ann Creamer
Mr. Jack Crimmins
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Cromack
Mrs. Shirley Daiger
Mrs. Pamela Dana Hudson
Mr. James de Blasis
Mr.& Mrs. Michael DeHavenon
Mr. & Mrs. Robert DeLaMater
Betty DeMent
Mr. & Mrs. William Dreher
Ms. Patricia Durkan
Mr. & Mrs. James C. Edwards, Jr.
Mrs. James C. Edwards
Ms. Marcia Favale
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Fewell
Kevin & Fiona Fleming
Goerge Fontanals & Ann
Rasmussen
Mrs. William Clay Ford
Mr. Dennis Gates
Jeff Gates & Michael Moran
Aimee & Justin Geehreng
Carrie Gilbert
Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Giles
Mrs. Virginia Glasser
Deborah Goldstein
Mardie Gorman
Stephen Gould & Bonnie Grice
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Graham
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Hadden II
Anne Gilchrist Hall
Mr. Richard Hamlen
Patricia Hand
Mr. & Mrs. G. F. Robert Hanke
Paul Harry
Mr. Steve Haweeli
Ms. Linda Hay
Mr. Gregory Herth
Ms. Judith Hope
Mr. & Mrs. John Howard
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Humphrey
Dr. & Mrs. Wayne Isom, MD
Susan Jaxheimer
Lynn Jerome
Mrs. Barbara Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. James Johnson
Fritzi Kallop
Jane M. Kappes
Mr. Kevin Keyser
Ed Krug
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Kwarta
Patricia Kyle
Mrs. Judith Lanier
Mr. Lionel Larner
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Laughlin
Mrs. Alexander M. Laughlin, Jr.
Alixe Laughlin
Mr. & Mrs. David Laughlin
Ernest Leatherwood Jr.

Ms. Dale Ellen Leff
Ms. Michele Llewelyn
Louise Loewenguth
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Loughead
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Lynch
Mr. & Mrs. John Mallory
Caroline Marshall
Mr. Mason & Mr. Gatto
Mr.& Mrs. Walter Maynard
Ms. Alexis McCormack
Mrs. Merle McDonald-Aaron
Mr. & Mrs. John McNally
Mr. & Mrs. Jack McSpadden
Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Meister
Mr. & Mrs. David Mellgard
Mr. & Mrs. William Melville
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Menges
The Miller-Detelich Family
Mrs. Anne Mittendorf
Mrs. Henry Murray
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Nagraj
Mr. Brian Niggles
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Niggles
Ms. Megan O’Block
Joanne O’Brien
Mr. & Mrs. William O’Leary
Mrs. Claire Olszewski
Mrs. Elizabeth Onderdonk
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Giles-O’Neal
Jim Oxnam
Mr. Pasquale Anthony Pagnotta
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Pane
Mr. & Mrs. Roy T. Parker, III
Steve Patterson
Mr.& Mrs. John Phillips
Madeleine Potter & Margaret Dunn
Katharine Rayner
Betty & Deborah Reutershan
Jane Reutershan
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Riggi
Mr. & Mrs. Donald H. Roberts, Jr.
Mr. Ricardo Salmeron
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory S. Schaefer
Carolina and Kevin Schaefer
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred P. Schaffer
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Schumacher
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schurr
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Schwagerl
Anne Holton & Stephen Scott
Coco Shean
Pamela Slade
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Smart
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Smith
Carolyn Snyder
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Sohm
Nancy Stewart
Jonda Stilwell
Bruce & Colleen Stonemetz
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Sussman

Mr. & Mrs. John Tarbet
Minerva Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Thomas
Mr. Clif Thorn & Mr. James Testa
Mr.& Mrs.Steve Thorsen
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Tillinghast
Helene Tilney
Hugh Tilney
Salvatore & Patti Tocci
Barbara Traphagen
May Trent
Sean Trowbridge
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Tutino
Mr. & Mrs. Justin Udelhofen
Ms. Tania Valverde
Peter J. van Hattum
Dr. & Mrs. Vincent Vigorita
Christian Villeneuve
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Vossen
Shirley Wackley
Jennifer Borg and Garth Wakeford
Andrews Walker
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Walsh
The Walsh-Williams Family
Jacqueline Watson
Mr. & Mrs. Chris White
Mr. & Mrs. Robert White, Sr.
Holly Whitmore
Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Wilson
Jane Wood

St. Luke’s Fellowship Committee
invites you to the home of
Wendy and John Phillips
69 Jericho Road
East Hampton, NY
June 9 from 5-7 PM
Good Vintages and
Incredible Appetizers

ANNUAL MEETING PREVIEW ELECTING A NEW VESTRY - Editors

In England, the annual election of church wardens
took place in Easter week. The parishioners gathered at the church to hear the outgoing wardens
render their accounts and elect their successors. The
parishioners assembled in the vestry, the room off
the chancel where the clergy vested. The assembled
parishioners came to be known as the vestry. These
were open vestries in that all adult male parishioners could participate. It was like a modern annual
congregational meeting. In Virginia, the parishes
were very large and it was difficult to get all the
male parishioners together. So they would meet
only once and elect twelve of their number to serve
for life. This was known as a closed vestry. The
transition to a closed vestry was completed by 1633
or 1634, when a Vestry Act was passed. It provided
that “there be a vestrie held in each parish.” The
current vestry evolved from this colonial pattern.
The vestry is the legal representative of the parish
with regard to all matters pertaining to its corporate
property. The number of vestry members and the
term of office varies from parish to parish. Vestry
members are usually elected at the annual parish
meeting. The presiding officer of the vestry is the
rector. There are usually two wardens. One warden
leads the parish between rectors and is a support
person for the rector. The other warden often has
responsibility for church property and buildings. A
treasurer and a secretary or clerk may be chosen.
These officers may or may not be vestry members
(at St. Lukes’ the treasurer is a vestry member and
the clerk is not). The basic responsibilities of the
vestry are to help define and articulate the mission
of the congregation; to support the church’s mission
by word and deed, to select the rector, to ensure
effective organization and planning, and to manage
resources and finances.
However, in addition to what is written – in New
York, the Religious Corporation Laws, which still
govern the Episcopal Church, state that there are
two wardens elected during annual meetings. There
is no such thing in New York of a “senior warden”
or a “junior warden” just two church wardens. So
we are governed by these laws and hence all parishes in New York elect or reelect a warden at each
annual meeting.

Dianne Benson, 3 year term (2021): Aside from her
involvement with St. Luke’s as a Eucharistic Minister,
Grounds & Garden Committee Co-Chair, and known
to most as the dreaded wielder of the Coffee Hour Host
sheet, Dianne is very involved in the East Hampton
community. A happy year-round East Hampton resident, she passionately gardens the one acre she shares
with her partner Lys Marigold and is proud to open
it for charities and enthusiastic garden clubs. She is
President of the Board of Trustees of LongHouse Reserve, Chair of the LVIS Nature Trail Committee, and a
member of the EH Town Architectural Review Board.
She misses her far-away stepchildren in San Francisco,
Sonoma and Melbourne and Skye, who at 23 is now a
New Yorker.

Robert Biondo, 2 year term as Warden: Rob was
born and raised a Catholic in Westchester County. He
spent summers in Montauk where his family had a
second home. Rob attended American University in
Washington DC, and after a 10 year stint in California,
returned to Montauk to raise his 3 boys and adopt St.
Luke’s as his Christian home. Rob initially worked for
a high-end builder before starting his own company. He
likes boating and instructing high performance driving
at race tracks, but the real joys of his life are his family,
his sons and grandchildren. Rob served on the Vestry
for 7 years - 4 as Warden - at a time when St. Luke’s
was building and renovating, and his construction
experience was essential. Rob has been a dedicated
usher for years and recently started reading at the 8 am
service. In June, he will return to the Vestry as a Warden - once again, at a time when St. Luke’s is in need
of his building skills. He will also bring a level head,
a sincere devotion to his church, and his true Christian
ethic.

Merle McDonald-Aaron, 1 year unexpired term
(2019): I was born on the Island of Trinidad and moved
to the US in 1993. I was brought up in the Anglican
community and wanted to continue in my faith, so my
late husband, Robert, introduced me to St Luke’s, and
I have been attending since then, mostly at the 8:00am
service. St Luke’s has become my spiritual home, and
when I am away, I look forward with anticipation to
coming home to my St Luke’s family.   I currently serve
as a member of the Altar Guild. I am a past president of
the Montauk Chamber of Commerce and served on the
Board of Directors of the Montauk Playhouse. Having
served previously on the Vestry, I am honored to be of
service again.

Erika Angulo Puig, 3 year term (2021): I have been
living in East Hampton for five years and coming to St.
Luke’s for a year. I have two boys: one in is in the high
school, the other is working. St. Luke’s and the Episcopal church have given me the opportunity to practice
my faith, and this community’s acceptance of all people - with love and without judgment - is the reason for
my being part of this faith community. I appreciate that
people from all walks of life are welcome here. I am
especially grateful for the wonderful contributions that
that St. Luke’s makes to benefit the entire community
and for its outreach to youth as well as to the Hispanic
and Latino communities.

Salvatore Tocci, 3 year term (2021):
I started my high school science teaching career in
Southold in 1971 and two years later moved to East
Hampton High School where I taught biology and
chemistry. I retired from teaching in 1997 to devote
my full attention to writing. After writing a high school
chemistry text, some 60 books on science for school
libraries, and numerous state assessments, I retired again
to pursue interests in building a model railroad layout,
learning Italian, taking piano lessons, and studying the
Bible. My most enjoyable pastime is to travel with my
wife Patti and to spend time with my two grandchildren,
Matthew and Mary Jo.

VESTRY

Senior Warden
Lysbeth Marigold
(2018)				
Email:		LAMarigold@aol.com			
					
Junior Warden
Holly Whitmore
(2019)				
Email:		
htwanew@yahoo.com
Treasurer					
John Phillips (2020)
Email:		
johndphillipsjr@gmail.com
Chris Corwin
Email:		

(2018)				
cwcorwin@att.net

Fran Graham
Email:		

(2019)			
fcgraham1960@gmail.com

Ed Krug
Email:

(2019)				
ekrug134@gmail.com

Mary Laughlin
(2020)				
Email:		
mary@hookpond.com
Ruth Ann McSpadden (2018)			
Email:		
rwmcspadden57@gmail.com
Janie Miller
(2019)				
Email:
miller7janie@gmail.com
			
Clif Thorn
(2018)				
E-mail:		
tcthorn@gmail.com
Hugh Tilney
E-mail:		

(2020)			
hjtilney@gmail.com
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