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MISSION STATEMENT
God calls us, the people of St. Luke’s
To open wide our doors in the name
of Christ:
To all who are young or old and need
counsel:
To all who are strong and want a task;
To all who are lonely, weak or mourn,
or need comfort.
To all who are sinful and need a
Savior.
To all who are weary and need rest.
To all who are left out and need
acceptance;
To all who are grateful and need a
place to give thanks.
To all in Christ’s name we say
“WELCOME.”

RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS
CHRISTIAN GRATITUDE

November has one major holiday that is the harbinger of others yet
to come. THANKSGIVING this year is November 23. That is the day
we remember the pilgrims giving thanks for the bounty shared by the
Native Americans as the Pilgrims neared starvation that cold winter
some four hundred years ago.
However, the attitude of thanksgiving is at the heart of our Christian
faith. We are to give thanks to the Lord for all things. What are we
thankful for in our lives? Do we respond by doing good for others
because the Lord is good to us? Does my life show forth gratefulness
by word and action?
On the return journey from Israel, whiling away some of the hours
on the plane, I was giving thanks to God for the safe pilgrimage in
the Holy Land. Each person on the trip came to mind as I sat before
the Lord and thanked God for his and her presence on the trip and for
what they beheld and allowed grace to flow in their hearts during the
pilgrimage.
Each day as I sit in Morning Prayer, I lift up to the Lord the members
of our Vestry and offer thanks for their time and ministry in leadership
to the parish. I pray for their families and that the Lord will touch
them in whatever way they need that day.
During prayer time I ask God’s blessings on each of you and your
families and thank Jesus for your generosity to the ministry that takes
place at St. Luke’s every day. Because of your kindness in giving a
pledge each year, we are able to underwrite the Lord’s work.
(CONT’D)

(CONT’D)
What is a pledge some people ask? A pledge is a
statement of your gratefulness to God for the blessings
in your life. Those blessings are your faith, your family,
your employment, your home, the good things that
happen when you least expect it. In gratitude you agree
to give back to the Lord from the abundance of what
Divine Grace gives you each day.
Your pledge is a fulfillment of these scriptures: From
the Prophet Malachi: “Ever since the days of your
ancestors you have turned aside from my statutes and
have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to
you, says the Lord of hosts. But you say, ‘How shall we
return?’ Will anyone rob God? Yet you are robbing me!
But you say, ‘How are we robbing you?’ In your tithes
and offerings! You are cursed with a curse, for you are
robbing me—the whole nation of you! Bring the full
tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in
my house, and thus put me to the test, says the Lord of
hosts; see if I will not open the windows of heaven for
you and pour down for you an overflowing blessing.”
(3: 7-10). The Lord tells us he will bless 100 fold of
what we give. Our pledge is a claim on God’s promise
for continued blessing when we give to help the ministry flourish that God places in our hands.
This is a promised reiterated in Proverbs 3: 9-10:
“Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first
fruits of all your produce; then your barns will be filled
with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine. “
And finally in Acts of the Apostles: 20: 35: “In all this
I have given you an example that by such work we must
support the weak, remembering the words of the Lord
Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give
than to receive.’ “
“…We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all
the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord
Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope
of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of
your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may
show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in
our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and
by walking before you in holiness and righteousness
all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord…. Amen.”
(BCP p. 101 –The General Thanksgiving Prayer).
+ Fr. Denis

WHY I AM GRATEFUL FOR ST. LUKE’S
By Ami Ayres
I would like to share my gratitude for the fellowship
I have experienced since I joined the community at St.
Luke’s Church.
When I think about how I came to the 8 am service one
Sunday a year ago in July, even I am surprised. I was in
the midst of one of my life’s most challenging transitions
and honestly, silently struggling. Once I had tackled the
logistics of moving, and legal paperwork, I thought that
perseverance and time would take care of my pain. How
fortunate I was that a neighbor appeared in my driveway
with a warm, enthusiastic welcome. He pitched right in
and offered to help with finding the right workmen, loaned
me tools, checked on the progress - and after all was
sorted out - offered some sage advice: “You might like
St. Luke’s Church. Reverend Brunelle is really something
special,” he said. Little did I know that was the real help
I needed. He shared with me how at a stressful time in his
own life Reverend Brunelle’s sermons helped him revitalize his faith. Good for him, I thought; I was happy that his
situation had gotten better, but…faith, for me? At the time
I thought maybe it was just a French-Canadian concept!
My friend’s advice lingered in the quiet of my mind. One
Sunday at 8 am, I slipped into a pew in the back on the
side aisle. No one would notice me. I justified being there
because I love good architecture, and how nice it was to
simply have a look around. Well, Father Brunelle did notice! As he welcomes all new visitors, he shook my hand
with both of his hands and looked me right in the eye with
a warm smile. I sensed his genuine compassion, that’s all
it took to get me to come back and listen to his sermons.
I began to see that everyone truly is welcome at St.
Luke’s. This gathering of interesting and genuine people
immediately put me at ease. I celebrated my birthday by
baking some goodies for coffee hour, and it honestly took
the sting out of getting another year older! People were
incredibly kind and reached out which made it easy to join
in and be of service. I volunteered to make sandwiches for
Father Gerardo’s lunch program and found it helped me
gain perspective that I was not the only person with challenges. It is not a big commitment, but I know my little
task is appreciated and there will always be a nice person
working beside me.
My mother, Louise, is also by my side and it is a lovely
time we share together. For her, saying hello and catching
up with her friends at coffee hour makes the week complete.
My faith is growing and I am much happier now. Certainly life has more in store for me, but for now listening to
Father Brunelle’s sermons (livened with his quick repartee) enlightens me. Being part of St. Luke’s has opened
my heart and mind to something much greater than I could
have imagined.

IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE,
A WONDERFUL CHURCH
By Jeffrey Sussman
I was recently watching that favorite of all
Christmas movies, “It’s a Wonderful Life.” During
the film, the protagonist played by Jimmy Stewart,
is despondent because his life has been a failure, he
feels he’s a bankrupt, and he now desires nothing
more than to commit suicide. Before he can take a
fateful plunge into a river of oblivion, he is shown
what would have happened to his town, his neighbors,
and to his wife, if he had never lived.
That raised for me the question of how would St.
Luke’s survive if we had never worshipped here?
I was reminded of what happened to two churches
whose congregations were unable to provide
necessary support.
During the 1960s, my stepfather was on the vestry
of a church in Brooklyn. Its congregation primarily
comprised senior citizens, many of whom supported
themselves on fixed incomes provided by Social
Security and pensions. The church could barely
raise enough money to support its needs. Each year,
members of the congregation died, but their absences
were not replaced by younger parishioners. It did not
take a Nobel prize winning economist to ascertain
that the trend of diminishing returns would leave
the church a shadow of what it had been. And so it
had come to pass: the church was sold, and a young
entrepreneur turned it into a discotheque.
Another example: In the early 1960’s, I was
having breakfast one morning with my girlfriend at
a restaurant in Stockbridge, Massachusetts, known
as Alice’s Restaurant. Into the restaurant came a tall,
long haired, lanky figure in colorful hippy garb. My
girlfriend introduced me to her former classmate,
Arlo Guthrie. They spoke of mutual friends and what
they were doing. Arlo mentioned that Alice and her
husband had purchased a church. I had never heard
of someone purchasing a church. I was curious and
asked if we could visit it. Just a few miles away was
a beautiful, old New England church that had been
converted into a stunning home. A second floor had
been built, and pews were used as a staircase leading
up to that second floor. The altar had been converted
to a handsome dining room table. Though the pews
no longer held worshippers and the altar no longer
held the blood and body of Christ, the home had one
small stained glass ashen window, a momento mori
from a disassociated past.
Both churches no longer served their original

purposes. What had those churches meant to its
congregations? What would those congregations have
thought if they could have visited the future and seen
once consecrated buildings transformed into mere
edifices? I’m sure they would have been as disappointed
and bereft as George Bailey was to see what his absence
would have meant to the town of Bedford Falls. Though
George Bailey had Clarence Odbody, his suitably named
guiding angel, to open his eyes, we have our own eyes
and experience to guide us.
My wife, Barbara, and I joined St. Luke’s in 1986,
and have pledged to the church ever since. For 31
years, St. Luke’s has been a second home to us, and its
congregation has been a second family. If St. Luke’s were
to cease to exist because there were not enough people
to support it, Barbara and I, along with many others,
would feel as if a part of each of us had been left hollow,
emptied out, unfulfilled. We believe that support of St.
Luke’s is an ethical and fiduciary responsibility, and so
we continue to support its ongoing mission and pray that
it will never have its purpose abandoned.

PARISH LIFE
BILL DREHER HONORED AT CONVENTION
At the Diocesan convention banquet on November
10, Bishop Provenzano surprised Bill Dreher with
the Bishop’s Cross, acknowledging his 26 years
working on the Diocesan finances. This is a gift of
the bishop rarely given.
Congratulations to Bill! We are honored to have
him as part of our fellowship, and he has served St.
Luke’s on the Vestry and as a Warden too.
Please check out the short video of the bishop’s
presentation on our website.

PARISH LIFE

Engaging with the St. Luke’s Community

THE CHOIR
Our series of articles on the many ways that you
might find a deeper engagement in the St. Luke’s
fellowship concludes in this issue with a look at being
a member of the choir. Bobby Peterson, our Director
of Music, outlined for me what is required to be a
member of the choir, and Milford Crandall reflected
on his sixty-year run as a member.
Bobby says:
“ While I am always looking to take in new
volunteers, it does help for new members to have
some singing experience, whether it be private
lessons, classes, or performing. In order to join they
can just contact me directly either by email or on
my cell phone. The commitment is very feasible for
volunteer members because unlike other churches, we
DO NOT have a midweek choir rehearsa: we meet
at 9:30am and are done by 12:30pm. Depending on
how much music we need to get through, I will even
dismiss members after the 10:00am service and not
have a rehearsal at all! The choir only sings at the
10am service, and for Christmas Eve services and
Easter services. I normally have professional singers
in the choir each morning who are great leaders and
can offer help and answer questions that I might not
have time to address, as we move at a good pace
during rehearsals. We do a wide variety of music
in the choir because I try to appeal to the musical
tastes of all. We will do anything from Bach to gospel
music”
Milford describes his experience:
“In 1957, I was hired as the new fifth grade teacher
in Amagansett, having just graduated from SUNY
Fredonia that June. Having become an Episcopalian
a few years earlier while in high school, I knew it was
necessary to establish my roots here. Discovering
that the big stone church in East Hampton was the
Episcopal Church, I was in awe of its beauty and
size. The first Sunday meant going to church and
finding out more about this new place where I was
living. What surprised me the most was the choir.
There in the bass section was Trevor Kelsall! What
a total surprise for me as I had met him while at
Fredonia. He had graduated before I did, and he

loved coming back to the college whenever he was in the
area. I had met him in the favorite local college bar and
then met him a number of times while I was in college.
After that first service, I had to reunite with Trevor and
sought out the choir room. Trevor and Harry Allaire,
choir director and organist, quickly shanghaied me into
the choir. Having found that I could sing, they quickly
handed me a vestment and told me to come back the
following Thursday for rehearsal. So began the 60+
years in the St. Luke’s choir.
“I love being a member of the choir and love
singing in church. I only wish that more members of
the congregation would join the choir. The number of
congregation members in the choir has been dwindling
over the years, thus leaving the church with no other
option but to bring in paid singers. It would be a
wonderful contribution for congregants to support the
choir by lending their voices to it.”
THE PLANT A TREE CAMPAIGN
by Diane Benson
The campaign to enhance our precious St. Luke’s
surroundings has been a huge success, served many
purposes and brought blessings and bliss to all involved.
Several years ago, when Clif Thorn became Co-chair
of the Grounds Committee, he made a commitment to
enhance our beautiful space. After much research and
deep thought, Phase I has happened.
We are fortunate to have the good people of Whitmore’s
Tree Farm and Buckley’s loyally in our flock. It is
through the generosity of these great community-minded
horticultural families that we have been able to plant nine
exquisite, full-grown, seasonally spectacular trees that
will be seen for generations across our impeccable Village
Green. Each tree will bear a plaque commemorating or
honoring a loved one. Nine of our congregants have
come forth with a Church donation: Annelie Dooling
McLaughlin, Caroline Marshall and Feroz Talyarkhan,
Caroline Udelhofen, Hillary Collins, Joanne Grover
and Olive Watson, Linda Brandi, Peter van Hattum,
Stephen Scott. And for those of you who could not be
accommodated by this first planting: it may take another
few years; but Phase II is in the works.
Additional appreciation to New Leaf Landscaping,
Larry Lillie Irrigation, Steve Thomas, and Swanson’s
Estate Care. Deep thanks to all.

PARISHIONER PROFILE
A JOURNEY LIT BY FAITH
By Jeffrey Sussman

Dale Leff was born and raised in Indianapolis,
Indiana. She was the youngest of six children;
her father owned a meat packing facility, and her
mother was a homemaker. Both parents were highly
community minded and supported numerous civic
enterprises, even ones they didn’t start. And they
started several, all of which continue operating. Her
mother, for example, founded the Indianapolis Zoo, a
celebrated local destination.
Perhaps more important from Dale’s point-of-view
was that her parents started a Presbyterian church in
their home, exposing their six children to the word
of God. By age three, Dale was attending Sunday
morning services in a more conventional church.
Though her parents gave each of their children a
choice: either attend church, or don’t. Dale always
chose to attend services and loved wearing her finest
clothes for the occasion.
By the time Dale graduated from high school, she
decided to become a teacher, and so attended Indiana
University, where she earned a bachelor’s degree in
elementary education. From there, she went on to
Butler University, where she was awarded a master’s
degree. She was now ready to embark on her career,
but first she would marry her high school sweet heart,
who went on to become a successful corporate tax
attorney.
For seven years, Dale taught fifth grade at St.
Matthew’s Catholic School, where she attended
mass every morning with her students. She loved the
religious environment and said it filled her soul. On
Saturdays, she worked as a fashion model at the L.
S. Ayres chain of department stores. After leaving St.
Matthew’s, Dale was promoted to fashion director at
the stores. She worked there for another four years,
then she and her husband moved to Los Angeles, so
he could pursue more advantageous career goals.
Dale’s experience as a fashion director led to her
being offered a job as merchandise manager and

public relations executive at the famous Neiman
Marcus store in Beverly Hills. There, she met and
worked with some of the most famous designers in
America. In the late eighties, she and her husband
separated, and Dale moved to New York City, where
her talents and experience were rewarded by another
high-end department store, Bloomingdale’s. She was
put in charge of the store’s shopping service, and that
led to a position as an on-camera spokesperson with
Joan Rivers on the CBS program, Can We Shop.
In 1990, she met her soon-to-be second husband,
Norman Leff, a stockbroker and principal in the
brokerage firm, Berkman and Leff, which was bought
by Merrill Lynch. They were married in a nondenomination ceremony at The Church Center of the
United Nations. Though Norman was a non-practicing
Jew, and Dale was a devout Christian, the differences
in their upbringing and religion were never an obstacle
to their happy marriage.
Together, they traveled the world and enjoyed
all the pleasures that New York affords its residents
and visitors: museums, concerts, plays, art gallery
exhibitions, etc. They eventually bought a house in
East Hampton, and Dale discovered St. Luke’s, where
she began attending Christmas and Easter services.
Norman and Dale were married for ten years, and then
Norman suffered a fatal heart attack.
Dale is a certified etiquette consultant and conducts
numerous workshops. Her company is the Leff
Etiquette Edge, which offers a comprehensive range of
etiquette training sessions for children, students, adults,
corporations. She still finds time in her busy schedule
to participate in the Indiana University Women’s
Philanthropy Leadership Council, which she founded 8
½ years ago.
Three years ago, Dale decided to become a fulltime member of St. Luke’s. She attended one Pet
Sunday, and she felt that the world of St. Luke’s was
so welcoming that she just had to join. Pet Sunday
was a perfect opportunity for Dale, for she has two
Retrievers, rescued by ARF, a 25-year-old African
Gray Parrot, and goldfish.
Of St. Luke’s, Dale has said: “I find the church a
peaceful, graceful, and elegant environment in which to
worship. I love the diversity of the congregation. It’s a
family. And the whole experience fills my soul.”
Of Reverend Denis, Dale added: “He is one of the
greatest gifts in my life. He’s such a good person. He
does much to fill one’s soul, including his own. He
has a wonderful ability for relating our lives to the
scriptures. It is truly a privilege, an honor, and a gift to
attend church and be moved by his sermons.”

PARISH LIFE IN PICTURES

St. Luke’s Trip to Israel and Jordan, The Holy Land

“The enveloping memory of our trip is one of community and caring. There were moments of intense spiritual
joy, such as the outdoor communion and the baptisms, but
the “glue” of the experience was of diverse individuals who
shared mutual love, respect, and faith.
I’m very, very happy to have participated and hope that
you’ll be along for the next adventure. “ Ayse Kenmore

Diane B. at wailing wall:
“An extraordinary experience”

Our own Sermon on
the Mount

“For me, the trip to the Holy Land
brought into reality a more complete comprehension of the scriptures. Listening
to the Hebrew Testament Lesson reading
from this Sunday, I relived the experience
of standing on Mount Nebo where Moses
was told by God that he would never
enter the Promised Land, where Joshua
stood and viewed the Jordan River Valley
gazing toward the land he would lead his
people to. I stood there, I witnessed the
same view, I understood the enormity of
the land and the promise it posed, I felt
the miracle. This was just one revelation
I experienced, one awakening of the living scriptures.” Holly Whitmore

“Having traveled the roads
and byways of our Lord from
the nativity to his crucification, scripture has become so
much more alive and meaningful to me!” Gail Parker
“A memorable experience celebrating mass on the Mount
of Beatitudes at St. Luke's altar
was divine. “ The Toccis

CHRISTMAS CARDS BENEFITTING ST.
LUKE’S

CHRISTMAS 2017 AT ST. LUKE’S:
FELLOWSHIP & DECORATE

Jenny Berkley would like you to know that Christmas and Thank You cards depicting East Hampton
scenes are available during coffee hour.

Mary Laughlin is organizing volunteers to decorate
(and un-decorate) our beautiful sanctuary for the
Christmas season, and gave us this schedule:

“The first winter chill has arrived and while Christmas is still 45 days away as of this writing, it is
never too earlier to purchase Christmas/Thank You
cards! This year, photo cards depicting winter snow
scenes of historic locales in East Hampton, including
our St. Luke’s Church, are
on sale after each Sunday service in Hoie Hall. The
cards, which come with white envelopes, are blank
inside. The assortment pack of 12 (two each of six
photos) is $30, and the two other packs, each with 10
cards, one an assortment of two scenes and the other
same photo of the church, are $25 each. 50% of the
net proceeds of the sales will support St. Luke’s. If
you are unable to purchase the cards in person, or
have any questions, please contact me at 631-5061535.

Light up St. Luke’s:

OLD MASTER PAINTING FOR CHAPEL
Caroline Marshall and her husband, Feroz Talyarkhan, have gifted “Adoration of the Shepherds”
to St. Luke’s. St. Mary’s Chapel is an ideal location
for this 17th Century oil on linen by a Flemish master and follower of Sir Peter Paul Rubens, as it celebrates the birth of Christ, depicting a nativity scene
with shepherds and animals. It will hang between
the stained glass windows of the same theme. The
painting came from a Belgium monestary and has
recently been fully restored. During the restoration
we noticed centuries of history in the wooden frame.
It has endured over three centuries of wars and is
still standing. Sadly, a significant number of churches across Europe are closing. We couldn’t be more
pleased that Father Denis has found a good home for
this historic painting. It is in memorial to Caroline’s
family members, and Father Denis hopes to dedicate
it Advent I. We hope it brings joy and enrichment to
parish members for many years.
- Caroline Marshall and Feroz Talyarkhan

Exterior trees and wreaths, and a few interior wreaths,
with breakfast nibbles.
Saturday, December 2nd.

10am-1pm

Greening St. Luke’s:
Interior garland, branches, window boxes, wreathes
and crèche, with refreshments.
Saturday, December 16th. 10am -1pm
Placing Flowers in the Sanctuary :
Sunday, December 24th after services - Time TBD
Take Down Party :
Saturday, January 6th, 201 10am-12pm
Contacts:
Mary Laughlin, mary@hookpond.com 631.324.1296
Diane Dreher, diane@dianejames.com 631.324.2434
Cliff Thorn, tcthorn@gmail.com 917.279.6240
Janie Miller, miller7janie@gmail.com

CALENDAR

Sunday, November 19—Rectory Open House—
after each morning service. Rev. Brunelle invites
all to take a tour of the Rectory following the recent
extensive renovations.
Sunday, November 19—4pm—Community
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service at the Montauk
Community Church. All are invited to attend. Please
join Fr. Brunelle and the EH Clericus for this annual
service.
Wednesday, November 29—6:30pm—East End
Chefs welcomes Thomas Borgia, the executive chef
of LT Burger, located on Main Street in Sag Harbor.
Chef Borgia will start the program with a peasant
soup of roasted tomatoes, mozzarella, spinach and
turkey meatballs. The second course will be a fall
salad of baby kale, butternut squash, apple, toasted
pumpkin seeds, dried cranberries, and sherry vinaigrette. Main course of NY deli burger with a pastrami spiced patty, sauerkraut, Swiss cheese and LT
Burger sauce. Dessert is American Puff Shots, with
vanilla ice cream, cocoa puffs and Reese’s peanut
butter cups. Call Lillian at 631-329-2151 to reserve
a space for this special evening. Seating is limited
and you must have a reservation to attend. Donation
is $30 at the door and refreshments are available to
purchase.
CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Sunday, November 26
Project Angel Tree Begins
Sunday, December 17
10 AM - Children’s Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 24
8 & 10 AM - Fourth Sunday of Advent Communion
Services
4:30 PM – Family Christmas Eve Service
6:30 PM – Christmas Eve Service St Peter’s Chapel,
Springs
10:30 PM – Candlelight service of Lessons, Carols
& Holy Eucharist
Monday, December 25
10 AM – Christmas Day Communion Service
COMMUNITY SOUP DINNERS sponsored by the
East Hampton Clericus are back, from 5:00 to 7:00
PM at Most Holy Trinity, 77 Buell Lane.
December 13, 2017
January 17, 2018
February 14, 2018
March 14, 2018
These events are supported by the community
and free for all – everyone is welcome.

VESTRY

Senior Warden
Lysbeth Marigold
(2018)				
Email:		
LAMarigold@aol.com			
					
Junior Warden
Holly Whitmore
(2019)				
Email:		
htwanew@yahoo.com
					
John Phillips, Treasurer (2020)
Email:		
johndphillipsjr@gmail.com
Chris Corwin
Email:		

(2018)				
cwcorwin@att.net

Fran Graham
Email:		

(2019)			
fcgraham1960@gmail.com

Ed Krug
Email:

(2019)				
ekrug134@gmail.com

Mary Laughlin
(2020)				
Email:		
mary@hookpond.com
Ruth Ann McSpadden (2018)			
Email:		
rwmcspadden57@gmail.com
Janie Miller
(2019)				
Email:
miller7janie@gmail.com
			
Clif Thorn
(2018)				
E-mail:		
tcthorn@gmail.com
Hugh Tilney
E-mail:		

(2020)			
hjtilney@gmail.com

ST. LUKE’S STAFF
Rector: Denis C. Brunelle
631-329-0990 ext 11
Parish Administrator: Tara Brinka:
631 329-0990 ext 10
Music Director: Robert Peterson
631 495 7646 Cell
Christian Education Director:
Colleen Stonemetz 631 329-0990 ext 20
Verger: Oscar Giles
631 324-6607 Home
TOWER STAFF
Editor: Jeffrey Sussman
Managing Editors: Ed Krug, Martha Murray
Production Manager: Caroline Marshall
Photography: Sandy Conklin and Brian Craig

