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MISSION STATEMENT
God calls us, the people of St. Luke’s 
To open wide our doors in the name 
of Christ: 
To all who are young or old and need 
counsel:
To all who are strong and want a task;
To all who are lonely, weak or mourn,  
or need comfort. 
To all who are sinful and need a
Savior.
To all who are weary and need rest.
To all who are left out and need
acceptance;
To all who are grateful and need a 
place to give thanks.
To all in Christ’s name we say
“WELCOME.” 
 

GUEST REFLECTION
Immigration has many factors, economic, social, political or environ-

mental; since pre-history and through the history of humanity, people 
have migrated to foreign lands and, whatever the factors that caused 
the migration, there were always adaptations to be made in a new land. 
There have been some cultures more resistant to accept immigrants and 
others more accepting. In the Bible, we find in the book of Exodus 1: 
9-10: “He told his people, ‘Look, the Israeli people are more numerous 
and more powerful than we are. Come on, let’s be careful how we treat 
them, so that when they grow numerous, if a war breaks out, they won’t 
join our enemies, fight against us, and leave our land.’ ” The fear of 
being outnumbered, the fear of losing national and cultural identity, and 
the modification of one’s language, among other fears, all produce rejec-
tion, blame and suspicion. Those who have been longer in the land feel 
they have to preserve what they have known as “normal” or “proper,” 
but history teaches us that culture is not static; rather it mutates, preserv-
ing some elements, embracing new ones, amalgamating and evolving. 

The same can be said about language and other identity essentials. It 
is very important to look at history and see all the benefits and positive 
contributions that immigration has made. The purity of culture doesn’t 
exist. The same can be said about language, customs, and traditions; 
if we trace the history of any country and its culture, we will find that 
there exists a mosaic of the contributions of two or more cultures, e.g., 
Native American, Indo-Chinese,  Anglo-Saxon, Afri can-American, Lat-
in-American, Asia-American, and all the other hyphenated groups. 

The United States of America was founded as a country of immigrants. 
And all subsequent immigrant groups have faced the same dynamics: 
fear, rejection, blaming, adaptation; it happened to the Irish, to Blacks, 
to the Italians, to the Jews, to the Vietnamese. 
(CONT’D)



GUEST RELFECTION (CONT’D)

     Now there are the Latin-Americans and Muslims 
whose contributions are not appreciated; they are 
often judged and labeled for the crimes committed by 
a minority of individuals. 
   Here in the Hamptons the contributions of Lat-

in-Americans are valued and appreciated by many 
more than those who do not; though the authorities 
and many citizens are supportive, there are others 
who abuse the new immigrants, encouraging them to 
work, then withholding salaries with threats of report-
ing them to ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment). Xenophobia and racism are not rare here. 
   The fear is such that some limit themselves to sat-

isfy their basic needs, such as going to work, grocery 
shopping, and doing laundry; entertainment, socializ-
ing, and traveling, which are important for a full life, 
are often not considered, not only because the cost of 
such activities is prohibitive, but also because of fear. 
   Latin Americans face economic hardships because 

living expenses are so high, particularly the cost of 
housing. In addition, many immigrants support their 
families back in their native land. The factors of 
immigration vary from one region or nationality to 
another. For Central-Americans, fleeing from violence 
and threats of death, famine, and political persecu-
tion, their positions in our community are tenuous. 
The sufferings and hardships that many immigrants 
experience here are still less extreme than what would 
await them in the lands from which they have left.  
 The new ministry that we started at the end of 

2015 has been making a difference in the lives of 
many immigrants and is profoundly appreciated. The 
biggest aspect of the work is for pastoral care, and 
those needs of the community are as important as are 
material needs. 
   We have delivered more than 5,000 lunches for the 

day laborers with the collaboration and help of the 
Jewish Center of The Hamptons; we have paid for 
more than 500 loads of laundry through the Laundry 
Love Program; we have provided help to individuals 
with medical bills, overdue rent payments, and nu-
tritional needs, among various other needs. This has 
been accomplished as a result of the generosity of St. 
Luke’s parishioners and other community members. 
   Praise God who calls us to serve his people and 

who reminds us: “For I was hungry and you gave 
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was 
a stranger and you welcomed me.”    Fr. Gerardo 
Romo-Garcia +

PARISHIONER PROFILE
Getting to Know our Parish Family

JEFFREY SUSSMAN:
A JOURNEY OF FAITH AND PRACTICE
By Ed Krug

     A familiar figure at the altar and the lectern at 
the 10:00 service, Jeffrey has been a Lay Eucha-
ristic Minister and reader at St Luke’s for over 30 
years.  And, his byline has appeared in the Tow-
er for the better part of a decade, notably as the 
writer of the popular Parishioner Profiles.  We felt 
that it was time to profile the profiler, and for our 
readers to learn more about his interesting life and 
multi-faceted career.  - Editor
     
     Jeffrey started life in Bayside, Queens, the son   
of a WW2 bomber navigator, who went into the 
garment business in Manhattan after the war, and a 
homemaker. Jeffrey describes his family as loving, 
kind and generous community-oriented secular 
Jews, who had no particular interest in religion – 
although Jeffrey was fascinated by religion as a 
young boy.  His father, seeing the devastation in 
Germany and the Holocaust after
the war and recalling the anti-Semitism and daily 
fistfights that he was drawn into as a boy, ques-
tioned his faith.
   Being good with his fists and conscious of con-
tinuing anti-Semitic sentiment and acts, his father 
was concerned that the small and slim 12-year old 
Jeffrey would get picked on. So, he taught him the 
elements of boxing, getting him professional help 
(CONT’D)
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at the legendary Stillman’s gym in Manhattan. 
Although ten lessons with a middleweight box-
er was the extent of his boxing career, Jeffrey 
developed a life-long interest in the art of box-
ing, and in particular with the careers of Jewish 
boxers - professionals like Max Baer and Barney 
Ross, and amateurs from the neighborhood like 
his father.  This interest and his career as a writer 
would intersect some 50 years later.     
     As an English major at NYU in 1960s, Jeffrey 
continued his early intellectual curiosity about 
religion, and was especially interested in writers 
who embraced Christianity, such as Dostoyevsky, 
Tolstoy, and TS Eliot, and books that dealt with 
Christianity metaphorically such as those of 
Herman Melville, John Steinbeck, and Nathan-
iel West.   During this time too, Jeffrey became 
involved in the anti-war and civil rights move-
ments, befriending a number of ex-seminarians 
in the Catholic Peace Project.  He came to see 
Christ as a symbol of peace, and to appreciate 
Martin Luther King’s use of Jesus’ teachings 
as an imperative in the struggle for civil rights.  
With this connection to Christianity through lit-
erature and the civil rights movement, and drawn 
to the beautiful poetry of the Book of Common 
Prayer, Jeffrey would later begin to attend ser-
vices at St. Bart’s in New York and ultimately 
would be baptized there in 1983.
     After graduating from college, Jeffrey’s first 
job was doing public relations for rock groups 
performing at Bill Graham’s Fillmore East, in-
cluding such famous acts of the 1970’s as Jimmy 
Hendrix and Janis Joplin. From that beginning 
in the PR world, he went on to work for the 
well-known firms of Edelman International and 
Zachary & Front, where his clients included Ken-
tucky Fried Chicken, the governments of Mexico 
and Costa Rica, Pilot Pens, and the campaign 
of US Representative Bella Abzug. Jeffrey also 
served as press secretary for Henry Stern, New 
York City councilman-at-large, until opening his 
own PR firm in 1988, where he continues to do 
promotional work for manufacturing companies, 
consumer products companies, art galleries, law 

firms, and design firms.  He also taught a marketing 
course at the New School University in Manhattan 
for twelve years, and has lectured for various orga-
nizations including the United States Department 
of State as part of its program to help foreign-based 
companies establish themselves in the US.   In addi-
tion to his work in PR, Jeffrey is also the author of 
eleven non-fiction books on subjects ranging from a 
biography of legendary handbag designer Judith Leiber to 
books on health and wellness and marketing principles.
     A watershed moment came in 1983 when Jeffrey met 
his wife Barbara, who worked in the same building as he 
in Manhattan.  Her office was visible from where he       
waited for the elevator, and he would regularly wait in the 
elevator lobby, pretending to read a magazine until he was 
finally able to strike up a conversation, and ask her out 
for a drink.  They discovered common interests, a love of 
literature and humor, and that they had both grown up in 
Bayside and lost their fathers at an early age.  Barbara, 
as it turns out, was also an Episcopalian and was present 
when Jeffrey was baptized.  
     Barbara and Jeffrey began attending St Luke’s in 1986, 
where Jeffrey had become friends with Fritz Creamer and 
Bob Capon.  Jeffrey served on the Vestry in the 1980’s, 
and later became an LEM.  Jeffrey has continued to be an 
LEM and has also volunteered his time to promote church 
events including the fair and the music program, as well 
contributing to the Tower.
     Through his friendship and a common interest in box-
ing with parishioner Peter Wood, (Jane Wood’s stepson), 
Jeffrey was encouraged to begin writing for boxing.com, 
as an outlet for his interest in the sport.  This, and his con-
tinuing interest in his Jewish heritage, encouraged him to 
revive a project to write a book about Jewish boxers.   His 
agent said that no one would be interested in the subject, 
so he shopped the project around himself and discovered 
that publishers Rowman and Littlefield were in fact inter-
ested in publishing it.  His book, Max Baer and Barney 
Ross: Jewish Heroes of Boxing, was published by them in 
January 2017.   The book has generated press nationally 
and internationally, and Jeffrey has been interviewed on 
numerous radio programs, been the subject of several TV 
news reports, and has held a number of book signings, 
locally and in New York.   Jeffrey has recently been con-
tacted by an independent film production company which 
has taken an option on his book.
     Jeffrey loves St. Luke’s and said that “attending 
church is like slipping into a comfortably hot bath on a 
cold winter morning.” He said that Denis’ sermons are 
uplifting and reinforce the messages of Christ, which 
Jeffrey has found “life defining and life affirming.” 



PARISH LIFE

ENGAGING WITH THE ST LUKE’S
COMMUNITY

     Our series of articles on the many ways that you 
might find a deeper engagement in the St Luke’s 
fellowship continues with a look at our Summer 
Family Fair, coming up on July 1st this year.
     The fair is not only the parish’s main fundraiser 
for parish programs and community outreach; it is 
a wonderful opportunity for fun and fellowship.   A 
tradition at St Luke’s dating back more than 100 
years, the fair has taken many shapes over the years, 
with the emphasis now on old-fashioned family fun 
for the entire community.  Jeffrey Sussman writes 
about the enduring history of the fair, and several 
volunteers share about their experience working on 
it.  
     This is a great opportunity to jump into service - 
volunteers are needed!  Please email Linda Melville 
at lsheldonmelville@aol.com and she will find a 
way for you to get involved.

-Editor

A SUMMER TRADITION THAT BEGAN 
MORE THAN A CENTURY AGO
By Jeffrey Sussman

     St. Luke’s Family Summer Fair is as much a celebrat-
ed July tradition as are the July 4th fireworks on Main 
Beach. In fact, it is one of the most popular community 
events of the Hamptons. Since the first fair was held on 
church grounds more than a century ago, the fair has 
been celebrated in local media and been a destination for 
families. 
     Every year, the fair offers a plethora of mouth-wa-
tering dishes: There has always been a great demand for 
such popular summer fair delights as hot dogs, hamburg-
ers, beer, clams on the half shell, ice cream, lemonade 
and iced tea . It is the nutritional fuel that feeds our fair-
goers, and and they’ve been heard to say it is the most 

delicious, the most savory, the most satisfying variety 
of summer treats this side of Coney Island. As if that 
were not abundance and praise enough, our homemade 
baked goods booth gets rave reviews every year. 
     To the giggled delights of children, the fair has 
offered pony rides, face painting, games galore, a 
bouncing castle, a petting zoo, and entertainment by a 
famous circus clown, a popular folksinger, and virtuoso 
marionettes. Each is a magnet drawing the excitement 
and enthusiasm of children who eagerly flock to the 
fair.
     And for adults! One of the most anticipated events 
has proven to be the silent auction, and the one op-
portunity that drives up the most enthusiastic and 
generous bidding has been for a chance to play golf 
at some of the Hamptons world-class golf courses. Of 
course, that’s not all that one can bid on: there have 
been generous offers to enjoy a sunset cocktail cruise 
around Gardiners Island, a weekend at the luxurious 
Maidstone hotel and restaurant, a South Beach condo 
vacation, and two weeks in a villa on the sun-drenched, 
Mediterranean kissed beaches of the French Riviera. 
     Fashionistas from three states leave their homes at 
sunrise just to find one-of-a-kind treasures at our fair’s 
vintage clothing booth. This year there will be racks of 
bespoke suits, haute couture garments, made-to-mea-
sure and ready-to-wear dresses, and sports jackets as 
well as  jewelry and shoes. 
     Though a good time for families is the essential 
theme of the summer fair, St. Luke’s – with its strong 
commitment to the welfare of East Hampton residents 
- has neither ignored nor forgotten the less fortunate 
members of our community: As part of its outreach, St. 
Luke’s regularly donates a portion of the fair’s pro-
ceeds to The Retreat, Maureen’s Haven, and Meals on 
Wheels, among various other local charitable organiza-
tions.
     Here are some comments from those who make the 
summer fair the great success it is:

“It is a pleasure in this time of fast food and instant 
meals, to see how folks savor the idea of home-made 
baked goods and preserves.  These items tend to sell 
themselves each year.  Those who bake and those who 
purchase their goodies all contribute to the success of 
the baked goods booth.” – Sue Crandall 

     “I can’t say enough about the fellowship we have 
when working towards a common goal. It’s a perfect 
picture of small town life. And in the sweetness and 
innocence of it all, gifts of the spirit are clearly visible: 
love, joy, kindness, goodness, and peace.” – Kenlynne 
Mulroy



“My involvement with the fair began after attending a 
meeting conducted by Martha Murray. I was imme-
diately interested and threw myself into doing all that 
was expected of me and probably more than was ex-
pected of me. I loved it.  The entire community loves 
the fair, and they attend it as a joyful July summer 
tradition. -  Mary Laughlin

“For me, the fair has always been a labor of love. 
And it’s St. Luke’s day to shine, our day in the sun, to 
introduce the community to our church and its people. 
From setting up on Friday night to taking it all down 
on Saturday afternoon, it’s something I look forward 
to every summer. It’s a great family event!”  - Chris 
Corwin

“I’m lucky enough to work on the hot dog and 
hamburger stand, which brings back great childhood 
memories of good old hot dogs and hamburgers. And 
a spirit of good fellowship comes out of working at 
the stand. Everybody gets to enjoy the food and relive 
wonderful memories.” – Roy Parker.

WHAT IS PENTECOST?

  Pentecost is the Christian festival celebrating 
the descent of the Holy Spirit on the disciples of 
Jesus after his Ascension, held fifty days after 
Easter. (It is also the name of the Jewish festival 
of Shavuot that celebrates the spring harvest.) 
This year that date is June 4, 2017.
  The name comes from the old English pen-

tecosten based on the Greek pentekoste, which 
means “fiftieth day.” 
  The term, used in the New Testament, refers to 

the coming of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost 
(Acts 2:1), shortly after Jesus’ death, resurrection, 
and ascension. Christians came to understand the 
meaning of Pentecost in terms of the gift of the 
Spirit. The Pentecost event was the fulfillment of 
a promise that Jesus gave concerning the giving 
of an “advocate,” a “comforter,” a “counselor,” 
which is his Holy Spirit.
  The speaking in different tongues exempli-

fied by the apostles and those who heard them 
preaching is interpreted by some to be the only 
true proof that one has received that Holy Spirit. 
In our mainline tradition, the story in the Acts of 

the Apostles is a symbol of the church’s mandate 
from Jesus to preach to the whole world.
  The celebration of Pentecost emphasizes that 

the Holy Spirit helps the Church understand itself 
as the body of Christ now drawn together and 
given life, and members sent out into the world. 
  The Day of Pentecost is one of the seven prin-

cipal feasts of the church year in the Episcopal 
Church (BCP, p. 15). The Day of Pentecost is 
identified by the BCP as one of the feasts that is 
“especially appropriate” for baptism (p. 312).
  Why do we wear red?  The clergy 

wear RED vestments on Pentecost to signify the 
work of the Spirit. It is also a custom in many 
churches for the people in the congregation to 
wear RED as well. We wear RED to remind us 
that we, like the Apostles at the first Pentecost, 
are “on fire” with the power of the Holy Spirit to 
bring Good News to our world.

REMEMBERING THE HOIES
By Martha Murray

    

   Hoie Hall is where everything (except religious 
services) happens at St Luke’s. Those of you who are 
newcomers – in the past 8 or 10 years -might wonder 
Why Hoie? Who was Hoie? Why do we honor that 
name? Here’s the story: 
     The local artist, Claus Hoie, was born in 1911 to 
a Norwegian seafaring family. His father and grand-
father were both sea captains. He immigrated to the 
U.S. at the age of 12 settling in Brooklyn. As a young 
man he spent 2 years in The Merchant Marine as an 
“able bodied seaman.”  The sea and the sea creatures,
(CONT’D) 



REMEMBERING THE HOIES (CONT’D) 

the ships and the ship’s logs all fascinated him and 
would become an integral part of his art. 
     When WW II broke out, Claus joined the army 
as a member of the elite 99th Norwegian-American 
Battalion (the ski patrol) who were trained to liberate 
Norway. His battalion served in Europe, at The Battle 
of the Bulge, the landing at Normandy, and the libera-
tion of a Nazi death camp. 
     After the war, Claus took up formal art training, 
studying at Pratt and École des Beaux Art in Paris 
and became a successful illustrator. He took his art 
seriously, but at times exhibited a bit of whimsy in his 
paintings - one in particular of a formidable Viking 
fleet in all its glory - and in the far corner, on a stretch 
of beach is a tiny figure of a bikini-clad siren. Claus 
is best known for his whaling series, which often 
incorporate the ship’s log in 19th century calligraphy. 
He also painted local scenes, greengrocers and farms, 
fruits and vegetables and, later in life, a series on 
insects. 
     Claus and his wife, Helen - a respected abstract 
artist in her own right - bought a house on Hook Pond 
Lane in 1968 where they set up dual studios. A few 
years later, they discovered St. Luke’s and for the rest 
of their lives
could be found every Sunday at 8 am in the 2nd pew 
left of the altar. Even as Helen started to fail, Claus 
brought her to church religiously and after she died, 
he attended alone. But he had many friends, as he was 
a kind and generous man. One of his best friends was 
Steve Thomas who remembers many evenings when 
Claus came to dinner and regaled his daughter Heather 
with stories of the war, Europe, and skiing. He had a 
special relationship with fellow artist Bob Budd who 
tells me Claus once invited him to his house and when 
Bob arrived Claus had four paintings lined up. ‘Pick 
one’ he said. That “one” hangs in a prominent place in 
the Budd house. 
     The Hoies never had any children but they had a 
strong and loving marriage, good friends and a strong 
faith. They were particularly close to Grace and 
Darwin Price.  Said Darwin, “It was because of their 
love of St. Luke’s and its ministry and a vision for the 
future that they were so generous to the St. Luke’s 
community.” We are so thankful for their generosi-

ty. Additionally, The Helen and Claus Hole Charitable 
Foundation was established to distribute everything they 
had amassed over their lives to non-profit organizations, 
especially museums and hospitals, as Claus felt that art 
was a healing force.  This foundation sunsets in 2018. 
Any residuals will be given to St. Luke’s. The art work 
has had its temporary home in our parish house, and 
Judith Sneddon, close friend and Director of the founda-
tion, has overseen the distribution from her office here. 
     Helen and Claus are, buried in our Memorial Garden. 
Their paintings are alive in St Luke’s Church, and in the 
homes of many parishioners. We were, fortunate to have 
them in our midst. Look at the two paintings hanging in 
Hoie Hall, one by Claus and one by Helen.  We thank 
God “for giving them to us to know and love as compan-
ions on our earthly pilgrimage” (pg. 493, BCP).

BUILDING AND GROUNDS
By Clif Thorn and Dianne Benson

Spring has sprung and our landscaping partners have 
been hard at work preparing the grounds for another 
season. Several local companies graciously donate their 
services to us on an ongoing basis. We should all try to 
patronize them when we need work done at our homes: 
Larry Lillie Irrigation keeps us sufficiently watered, 
Swanson’s Estate Care keeps our lawn looking pic-
ture-perfect, Whitmore’s does not only donate beautiful 
trees and plant material, but also keeps us fertilized, and 
Steve Thomas is the best hedge-trimmer in town. 
All in all, the grounds look quite good (and were fab-
ulous at Christmas!), but we need more loving care 
to keep up with weeding and primping and pruning. 
Therefore, we are calling another Garden Day and giving 
you all another chance to pitch in. It’s a shame to let our 
beautiful new Hydrangea bed to weed and we all want 
the grounds to look excellent for the Fair, don’t we? So...
say “Yes” and join us Saturday, June 17, for any part of 
the three hours from 10am to 1pm. Gardening is good for 
the soul!

LETTER TO THE TOWER

Shirley Wackley sends us greetings and a photo from her 
new home in Boynton Beach, FL where she is happy to 
be serving as a Eucharistic Minister in her new church 
there.



PARISH LIFE IN PICTURES

During the Lenten season, the Outreach 
Committee very successfully revived the 
tradition of a Lenten Fish Fry.  The altar 
was stripped bare for Good Friday, and 
decorated beautifully for a record-setting 
Easter crowd.

Claus Hoie artwork

Shirley Wackley, Boynton Beach, FL
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MAY/JUNE CALENDAR

  Official Notice is hereby given for the Annual 
Meeting. The meeting of the congregation will 
be held on Sunday, June 4, 2017. There will 
be one service on that date, at 9 AM followed 
immediately after by the Annual Meeting. It is 
the Feast of Pentecost—WEAR RED!  
 
St. Peter’s Chapel at 465 Old Stone High-

way, our mission summer chapel is open for the 
summer on Saturday, May 27 with a service at 
5:30 PM.  
 
Wednesday, May 31—6:30pm—East End 

Chefs welcomes the chef and manager of the 
Old Stove Pub, George Gounelas. Chef George 
will start the program with a Spanakopita 
appetizer, followed with a traditional Greek 
Salad, and a main course of Pastitsio. Dessert to 
be determined. Call Lillian at 631 329 2151 to 
reserve a space for this very special and excit-
ing evening. Seating is limited and you must 
have a reservation to attend.  Donation is $25 
at the door and refreshments are available to 
purchase.
 
Saturday June 3 – 5:00 to 7:00PM – The 

Fellowship Committee is sponsoring a cele-
bration of friendship and the arrival of summer 
at the home of Martha and Henry Murray, 421 
Further Lane. Open to all – please come!  Park 
on Skimhampton Road.

The Family Fair Is Coming to Town! Sat-
urday, July 1st from 10am-2:00pm. We are 
looking for VOLUNTEERS! From selling 
tickets at the ticket booth to helping kids with 
the arcade games…we would love for you to 
help us make the 2017 Family Fair a great suc-
cess. Please sign up on the volunteer sheets at 
coffee hour or contact Linda Melville at:
lsheldonmelville@aol.com


