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RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS
  “Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship…?” 

This question from the Rite of Baptism is part of our recommitment 
every time we celebrate that sacrament in our congregation, and every 
time we answer: “I will, with God’s help.”  
As with most things in life, our faith formation is a process that 

requires some “stick-to-it” attitude.  God’s help comes in providing 
opportunities for us to delve deeper into those God questions, the 
“why do I believe?” questions, those “I wonder what that symbolizes” 
moments, those times when I do not understand something and need to 
know for my own betterment.  That is what Christian education, taking 
part in the apostles’ teaching, Bible Study, book clubs, is all about.
This edition of THE TOWER focuses on our Sunday school chil-

dren, teachers and program. The good Lord blesses us with dedicated 
members who give of their time each week for the children of this 
congregation giving them the basics of “the apostles’ teachings”.  I 
have never met a more caring group of teachers than ours.  I thank 
them sincerely for their time and talent in imparting the core elements 
and values of faith in our young ones.
However, Christian Education or Formation is not supposed to end 

when “I’m too old for Sunday school” comes into our lives. It is a life-
long process of seeking a deeper understanding of who God is, how 
God participates in my life, how I can make decisions that are based 
on my faith in a loving Savior that reflect my own changed life in 
Christ.  What opportunities do I take to deepen my own understanding 
of those elements? If I do “continuing education” for my own career, 
and read literature that deepens my knowledge for my job, why do I 
not do that for my spiritual life? If I want to know more, where can I 
go to get that knowledge?
Come see me, we will talk, and I will try to lead you on the right path 

to continue your journey of faith.
   Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship?  Only 

with God’s help, I will.    + Fr. Denis

MISSION STATEMENT
God calls us, the people of St. Luke’s 
To open wide our doors in the name 
of Christ: 
To all who are young or old and need 
counsel:
To all who are strong and want a task;
To all who are lonely, weak or mourn,  
or need comfort. 
To all who are sinful and need a
Savior.
To all who are weary and need rest.
To all who are left out and need
acceptance;
To all who are grateful and need a 
place to give thanks.
To all in Christ’s name we say
“WELCOME.”



NEWS FROM SUNDAY SCHOOL
By Colleen Stonemetz

St. Luke’s Christian Education Program resumed class-
es on Sunday, September 10.  Registration for classes is 
still open to all students wishing to attend, and as always 
our nursery continues to offer parents a safe, nurturing, 
and fun opportunity for our smallest parishioners during 
the 10:00 AM service each Sunday.  
The 2017/2018 curriculum will be “Weaving God’s 

Promises”, a publication of Morehouse Education 
Resources.  This online program is rich in information, 
and offers easy access for our volunteer teaching staff.  
Planning ahead for lessons, special projects and the like, 
can be conveniently found online by our staff.  
“Weaving God’s Promises” is a program specifically de-

signed for Episcopal children ages 3-11, and youth, ages 
12-14.  Though not a lectionary program, lessons and 
Bible stories will follow the Church’s A, B, and C years 
of the Revised Common Lectionary.  
Most importantly, the mission statement for “Weaving 

God’s Promises” truly reflects all that St, Luke’s Chris-
tian Education hopes to accomplish.  Within the lessons 
students will learn the promise of God’s salvation, they 
will learn to foster the spirit of forgiveness through 
mercy and love, and they will learn through Christian 
education just how to grow in faith as they continue to 
grow into adulthood.  
Returning teachers for the 2017-2918 school year 

include Cathy Benton, Regina Lynch, Teresa Schurr, 
Eileen O’Rielly, Kelly Hillerud, Fiona Fleming, Fran 
Graham, and Sandy Wolge.  These wonderful women 
have dedicated countless hours of teaching with an im-
measurable amount of faith to generations of St. Luke’s 
children.  After joining the teaching staff as their own 
children attended Sunday school, they have continued 
teaching though their children have grown to young 
adults. Regina has had 30 + years. Cathy, 20+; and 
Teresa, 15 or more years.  I am grateful beyond measure 
for their commitment and dedication to our program and 
students.  
Won’t you consider sending your child or children to 

our Christian Education program?  We promise a fun, 
loving environment, with dedicated teachers, and a sound 
Episcopal curriculum.  And, remember too, our Nursery 
is open year round and accepts infants to preschoolers 
during the 10:00 service. 

Sunday School on Wednesday?
Our Christian Education program has recently respond-

ed to a suggestion that we offer a weekday class (in 
addition to, not a replacement of, the Sunday classes) 

for those families who find it difficult to attend Sunday 
School.  We recognize the struggle families are facing 
with extracurricular activities extending into the week-
end that interfere with Sunday School.  So, in response, 
Christian Education presented the idea of weekday class-
es to our existing enrollment, as well as to potential new 
enrollees.  The results of our survey were pretty defini-
tive.  Having only had three families who would consider 
a weekday class, most would rather stay on Sunday.  
Overall, the reaction was that a weekday class would 
not alleviate the issues of attendance to our Sunday 
Christian Education program. The stress of attendance is 
not related to the day of the week as much as it is to an 
already full weekday and weekend calendar.  Though we 
are sorry to say that we will be unable to offer a week-
day class at this time, Christian Education will remain 
open to any further ideas in this regard in the future.  As 
few as 9 or 10 students enrolled in a Wednesday class 
could quite possibly bring the idea of a weekday class to 
fruition.  So yes, we could one day see Sunday School on 
Wednesday!  

CELEBRATING OUR CHILDREN
By Janie Miller

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me; do not 
stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of 
God belongs”.

As a witness, and with great joy, I watch my grandson 
at age 4 take communion, and I am reminded of the 
importance of our baptismal covenant to continually 
support our children through each of their life-long faith 
journeys.  Sunday School is our opportunity as parents to 
give our children the chance to learn to love the church, 
passing on the gift of faith to them through spiritual 
seeds planted by our Sunday School and our beautiful 
liturgy. 
With that in mind, there will be a celebration of “St 

Luke’s Youth through Sunday School Eyes” on Sunday 
September 24th after the 10:00 service. I encourage all 
our Parishioners to join in and share some of their stories 
about the importance of their Christian education. 



PARISH LIFE
Engaging With St. Luke’s Community

  As Denis says in this issue’s Rector’s 
Reflection, “Christian Education” is a life-long 
process of seeking a deeper understanding of 
who God is and how God participates in our 
lives.  In addition to the opportunities we may 
take for study, reflection, and worship to deepen 
our individual understanding of God’s presence 
in our lives, being an active participant in the life 
of the church allows us to “continue the apostles 
fellowship”.
   Our series of articles on the many ways that 
you might find a deeper engagement in the St. 
Luke’s fellowship continues with a look at being 
a lay reader, and what that means to one of our 
readers, Barbara Johnson.  In addition, Linda 
Melville reflects on her participation in parish life 
after being on the Vestry.
   Becoming a lay reader gives parishioners the 
opportunity to directly participate in our worship 
services by reading lessons or leading the Prayers 
of the People.  Michelle Riggi coordinates lay 
readers, and is always seeking new voices to 
add to the roster, especially for the 8:00 AM 
service.  Typically, the commitment will put you 
on a rotation to read once a month.  If you have 
an interest in becoming a lay reader, talk to Fr 
Brunelle, or call Michelle at (631) 267-3884.

-Editor 

DEVOTED LAY READER - BARBARA 
JOHNSON
By Jeffrey Sussman

   I recently sat down with Barbara Johnson at the 
coffee hour to discuss her commitment to being 
a lay reader. She has provided that service 
probably longer than any other lay reader at St. 

Luke’s. I became an EM in 1986, and Barbara had 
been reading at the altar for several years prior to my 
arrival. 
   Barbara said: “Fritz, during his second year 
as Rector in the early 80’s, asked to me to be a 
lay reader, and I was pleased to do it. For me, it 
has been an outward sign of an inward feeling. 
Having performed in the theater since childhood, I 
understood how to convey a message that isn’t you. 
When I read, whether from the Hebrew Testament or 
the Christian Testament, I’m attempting to convey 
what’s important and essential to the congregation. 
I’m just a vehicle for articulating messages that will 
resonate with the congregation. I spend considerable 
time investigating the deeper meanings of whatever 
I’ve been assigned to read, and through the right 
emotional emphasis, I hope to impart the importance 
of those meanings.
“One of the most exciting times I’ve had as a lay 
reader was when Fritz asked me to lead a group 
of women from St. Luke’s on a pilgrimage to 
Maidstone, England. There, at a church that looks 
just like St. Luke’s, the rector asked me to read to the 
congregation. I cannot tell you how honored I felt.”

POST -VESTRY THOUGHTS. NOW WHAT? 
By Linda Melville

   Even before Jesus gained a reputation for 
preaching great sermons or performing miracles, 
He called people out of their everyday lives to 
do ministry with Him and they answered “Yes.” 
With regard to my personal answer, it has been 
my privilege to have served several terms on the 
Vestry, including the years when we were planning 
and building the Parish Hall.  Now there are new 
members joining the rest of the Vestry in the faithful 
stewardship of our church’s resources and future, 
bringing new energy and fresh ideas.   
   However, I realize more clearly than ever that just 
because one is not on the Vestry, it doesn’t mean 
that one’s energy and ideas are not vital for keeping 
the ministry of St. Luke’s alive and well.  There are 
many areas where one can contribute to the life of 
our church, such as volunteering for the Altar Guild 
(an enormously important part of the church), or 
ushering, or being a lay reader, or even (CONT’D) 



going a step further and becoming a Eucharist 
Minister,  as well as hosting a coffee hour, 
getting involved in Bible Study, singing in the 
choir, and lending a hand with Father Gerardo’s 
outreach to the Hispanic community with Brown 
Bag lunches and Laundry Love. There are also 
opportunities to support the various committees 
headed by Vestry members, such as Outreach 
and Fellowship, or our July Fair, by helping out 
at a fundraising event. We have all read pieces in 
this newsletter about people who’ve experienced 
a positive difference in their lives as a result of 
participating in these ministries.  I realize that 
volunteering can be time-consuming but keep 
in mind that no one needs be intimidated by 
the prospect of a long-term commitment.  What 
about starting by just helping out for one week or one 
event?  It’s a beginning. 
   Ideas are always welcome for ways to get involved. 
Do you have fundraising suggestions? How about 
organizing a group to help drive those in your 
church family who cannot get to church events 
or services? Would you like to start a Prayer 
Circle or a home visitation ministry? Can you 
hold a hand and just listen to someone who 
needs encouragement and maybe a prayer? The 
point is that we all have ideas about enriching 
our spiritual lives, about our day-to-day church 
activities, about how to reach out to help 
someone.  
   If you think of something that you feel could 
benefit St. Luke’s, please don’t hesitate to give 
your suggestion(s) to a member of the Vestry, 
or the Rector, or a particular committee head. 
There’s no guarantee it can all be done but as 
someone wiser than I once said, when two or 
more are gathered in His name, a lot can happen!  
   

 

PARISHIONER PROFILE

BEYOND THE FOOTLIGHTS: LIONEL 
LARNER
By Jeffrey Sussman

   Lionel Larner has had an extraordinary life, one 
worthy of a compellingly readable memoir. He 
was born and raised in London, but spent a good 
deal of his youth in Wiltshire, where he used to 
frolic amongst the pre-historic artifacts of Stone-
henge. As a young man, he attended the Italia 
Conti Academy of Theater Arts, the oldest drama 
school in England. Though he didn’t become an 
actor upon graduation, he did enter the world 
of show business.  He initially found work with 
national television companies, but was unsatisfied 
with the stultifying nature of their bureaucratic 
operations. Learning that Otto Preminger, the pre-
mier movie producer and director of the 1950s and 
1960s, would be in London to cast his forthcoming 
movie, Saint Joan, based upon the play by George 
Bernard Shaw, Lionel wrote a letter to Preminger, 
applying for a job. Lionel was invited to meet with 
Preminger and endured several grueling interviews 
with the great man, who finally hired him as an 
assistant. When asked what his duties would be, 
Preminger pointed a finger at Lionel and said: 
“You will be my casting director!”
    “He changed my life,” remarked Lionel. The 
movie was an exciting venture, and Lionel got 
to meet its stars: Richard Widmark, Jean Seberg, 
John Gielgud, Richard Todd, Kenneth Haigh, and 
many more. The movie premiered in 1957, and Li-
onel believed he was now on his way to a success-
ful career in the movie business. He decided that 
his best opportunities were in New York and so he 
was able to get Otto Preminger to sponsor his visit, 
which turned out to be more than a visit.  After 



disembarking from the Ile de France in 1958, 
Lionel found that his dreams of success along the 
Great White Way were mere mirages. Unable to 
find theatrical employment, he got a temporary 
Christmas season job with the American Bible 
Society. His job consisted of sending sticky 
labels to donors with the message: “Jesus Loves 
You.”  He was paid $16 a week and was able to 
rent a maid’s room in an apartment on West 58th 
Street for $11 a week. Otto Preminger contacted 
his former casting director and asked him to have 
lunch every day with the Chinese actress who 
would be starring in his new movie, The Other 
Side of the Coin (which was never made). Lionel 
was pleased because it meant he would have a 
free lunch every day. The only problem was that 
the actress could barely speak English, and Lio-
nel knew no Chinese, so every time they met for 
lunch, their Chinese waiter acted as interpreter. 
When Lionel returned to the Bible Society after 
his luncheons, his supervisor wanted to know 
where had been. He could barely believe that 
Lionel’s luncheons had been arranged by Otto 
Preminger. The Christmas season soon ended, 
and so did Lionel’s employment. Though there 
was no love lost between Lionel and the Bible 
Society, his supervisor did not say to him that 
Jesus no longer loves you.
  The New Year looked as if it would be gloomy 
and dreary and unfulfilling. The fates, however, 
looked favorably upon Lionel, and he was hired 
by theatrical talent agents, Marty Baum and 
Abe Newborn, whose biggest client at the time 
was Sidney Poitier. Lionel’s first big client was 
Carroll O’Connor whom he had discovered in 
the Clifford Odets’ drama, The Big Knife. Lionel 
worked 18 hours a day, attending plays, going 
to restaurants frequented by actors, and meeting 
with producers. The pressure to sign up more and 
more actors was enormous and exhausting. He 
worked there for several years and then decided 
to open his own agency in the late 1960s. Over 
the last fifty years, he has represented a virtual 
Who’s Who of famous actors, including Betty 
Davis, Anthony Perkins, Glenda Jackson, Ruby 
Dee, Ossie Davis, Stacy Keach, Lynn Redgrave, 
Diana Rigg, Nicol Williamson, and the list goes 
on and on.
    During the Nixon administration, one of Li-

onel’s clients, the brilliant Shakespearean actor 
Nicol Williamson was invited to perform at the 
White House. There existed at the time a theater 
critic whom Williamson detested. Williamson 
said that he would not perform if the critic was 
also invited to the White House. Lionel explained 
the problem to President Nixon’s social secretary 
who informed Lionel that the invitation could not 
be withdrawn. In that case Mr. Williamson might 
just get sick on the night of the performance. The 
secretary asked who was running the show, Presi-
dent Nixon or Mr. Williamson?  “I was under the 
impression that my client was running the show 
and the president was running the country,” re-
joined Lionel. His comment was reported in The 
New Yorker magazine, The New York Times, and 
several newspapers in the UK. The problem was 
finally resolved by permitting the critic to attend 
the performance as a journalist in a pool of other 
journalists, not as a theatrical critic.
   Lionel had, for many years, been a close friend 
of Dorothy Loudon, who starred in the Broad-
way musical, Annie. Prior to her death, she had 
designated Lionel as the executive director of the 
Dorothy Loudon Foundation, which was formed 
in 2005. As the foundation’s director, he has not 
only presented generous grants to those in the 
theater, but also scholarships to those studying 
for careers as actors and actresses. In addition, 
the foundation provides funds to feed the hungry, 
for AIDS research, and for disaster relief
   Though a former congregant at St. Ann’s 
Church in Bridgehampton, Lionel, along with 
his partner, Josh Gregory, joined St. Luke’s 
five years ago largely because of Denis, whose 
reputation for engaging and edifying sermons at-
tracted their attention. Lionel attends the 10 AM 
service every Sunday and loves St. Luke’s, espe-
cially its outreach to those in need, its welcoming 
environment, and the friendliness he experiences 
during the coffee hours.
   Lionel no longer resides in a maid’s room on 
West 58th Street. A number of years ago, he was 
able to take up residence in the former penthouse 
occupied by Lynn Fontaine and Alfred Lunt, 
long considered the first couple of the theater: a 
perfect abode for one who has lived his life just 
beyond the footlights. 



PARISH LIFE IN PICTURES
The Fellowship Committee hosted a fabulous 

friendly get-together on June 3 at the home of Mar-
tha and Henry Murray. All sorts of delicious foods 
were contributed by 20 of our parishioners. The 
Lord gave us perfect weather. The rhododendrons 
cooperated and were in full bloom. It was a memo-
rable kick-off for the summer of 2017 and a grand 
finale for Gail Parker who was retiring after many 
years as Fellowship Chair. Pictures are worth 1,000 
words.  

THANK YOU! to each of you for making our 
June Fellowship event such a lovely evening:

Betty Loughead
Bob Budd

Brian Craig
Brian Niggles

Carolyn Snyder
Chris Corwin

Cole Shaw 
Dale Leff

Diane Dreher
Diane Tutino

Domaine Franey Wines & Spirits 
Ellie Sohm

Fran Graham
Gail & Roy Parker

Hillary Collins
Holly Whitmore

Janie Miller
Jeff Sohm

Jennifer Tarbet
Jenny Berkeley

Jim & Lynn Czarnecki
John Henry Murray

Kim Shaw
Lys Marigold

Martha & Henry Murray
Mary Laughlin

Mary Lee Murray

Fellowship Committee Get-Together
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VESTRYCALENDAR
Sunday September 24, after the 10:00 service: 

Special Coffee Hour:  “St Luke’s Youth through 
Sunday School Eyes” 

Wednesday, September 27, 6:30pm: East End 
Chefs welcomes Craig Atwood, executive chef 
at East Hampton Point, located at 295 Three Mile 
Harbor Road, East Hampton.  Chef Atwood will 
begin the evening with a flan of local corn, served 
with farm greens and pecorino romano cheese.  
The main course will be roasted free range chick-
en, Yukon gold potatoes and local squash with a 
lemon verbena jus. Dessert will be assorted ice 
cream sandwiches served with a warm caramel 
sauce.  Call Lillian at 631-329-2151 to reserve a 
space for this special evening. Seating is limited 
and you must have a reservation to attend.  Do-
nation is $30 at the door and refreshments are 
available to purchase.
 
Sunday, October 1, at the 10 AM service: Our 

annual community PET SUNDAY service. Please 
tell your friends and invite them to join us.
 
Saturday, October 7, 10:30 AM: Israel Tour 

Informational Meeting. A representative from 
Colette will be here to meet with our travel group, 
go over what you should know, and take ques-
tions to prepare for our tour. The tour leaves East 
Hampton on October 18th and we will return on 
October 30th. Father Gerardo will be taking care 
of us while Father Brunelle is away.
  
Sunday, October 8, Mr. Matthew Tees, the 

Director of Camp DeWolfe, the Diocesan Camp 
in Wading River, will be our guest on to meet 
with you and the Sunday School parents to dis-
cuss the opportunities of the camp.
 
Wednesday, October 11, East End Chefs din-

ner with guest chef from Wolffer Kitchen.

Ongoing, Wednesdays 7PM: Bereavement 
Group meeting: All are welcome. Call Rev. 
Gerardo Romo with any questions, 631-329-0990 
x 18.


