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MISSION STATEMENT
God calls us, the people of St. Luke’s
To open wide our doors in the name
of Christ:
To all who are young or old and need
counsel:
To all who are strong and want a task;
To all who are lonely, weak or mourn,
or need comfort.
To all who are sinful and need a
Savior.
To all who are weary and need rest.
To all who are left out and need
acceptance;
To all who are grateful and need a
place to give thanks.
To all in Christ’s name we say
“WELCOME.”

RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS
Holy Week/Easter Reflection

As we near the end of March and on into April we enter that
time in our liturgical year/season that is truly the most holy time
of all our worship in the Episcopal Church.
Sunday, March 25, we begin Holy Week. The ancient church
writers always referred to this week as “The Great Days”. This
week commemorates the final journey of the Lord towards
his passion, death and ultimately his resurrection. In the early Church, each of these days had a “station”, a place where
the Jerusalem community gathered to commemorate an event
from the life of Jesus that led to his arrest. On what we know as
“Palm Sunday”, they gathered on the Mount of Olives, directly
opposite Jerusalem, and marched down the hill into Jerusalem,
carrying palm and olive branches shouting and singing “HOSANNAH”! They enacted the scene of Jesus, with the Bishop of
Jerusalem, as Christ, riding on a donkey.
As the week continued, they would gather at various locales
to hear the scriptures and to share in the Eucharist. Then on
Thursday, what we know of as Maundy or Holy, they gathered
in the upper room (above what is believed to be King David’s
tomb), to sing hymns, listen to the Passover Story from Exodus,
remember Christ’s words, and the Bishop once again breaking
bread and blessing wine for them to share. The community then
processed to the Garden of the Agony for an all-night vigil in
prayer.
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This vigil lasted until after midnight, into
what we know of a Good Friday, when some
members came and “arrested” the Bishop, and
brought him and all the community to the site
of the “Praetorium”, Pilate’s palace. As the
night progressed into day they continued up
through Jerusalem, stopping at places to mark
the events of the passion, until they arrived at
what is now the Church of the Holy Sepulcher”
and commemorated the death and burial of
Jesus.
People stayed in vigil through that Saturday
listening to the Hebrew Testament scriptures
that foretold of this moment. The community
regathered just before dawn and three women
came into their midst to visit the tomb. As
they gathered, one of the deacons or priests
would come before and announce that the tomb
is empty, that Jesus had arisen. “ALLELUIA,
THE LORD IS RISEN” the whole community chanted. The Bishop came out and new
members of the community were baptized, the
Eucharist celebrated and a great feast enjoyed
by all in attendance.
Unfortunately, in our own day, we have elevated Christmas to a greater celebratory status
than Holy Week and Easter. I invite you to
participate in this holiest of times in our various services here at St. Luke’s commemorating
the great salvation event in our Christian Faith,
Jesus Christ, who suffered, died and rose to life
that we might have new life in him.
+Fr. Denis

LOOKING FORWARD TO SPRING
AND SUMMER

As the last Nor’easter passes, the light changes and crocuses begin to show themselves,
thoughts turn to our beautiful grounds, and
sharing them with the community at our annual
summer fair. Here are some things to think
about as we approach the next season. Editor
A FEAST FOR YOUR EYES
By Dianne Benson and Clif Thorn
The very grounds on which our Church stands
will be bursting into life just as we are celebrating the greatest Resurrection of all on
Easter Sunday.
As a result of our very successful PLANT A
TREE campaign and the overwhelming generosity of New Leaf Landscape Maintenance,
Hampton Silver Leaf Landscape and especially Whitmore’s Tree Farm, you will be seeing
several trees blossom into bloom. And because
many of you use our rear parking lot, we ask
you to PLEASE take a moment — use the
Hoie Hall double doors or stroll through our
beautiful Memorial Garden that is brimming
with personality and hellebores — to walk our
beautifully laid new stone paths on either side
of the Church. Stroll out on the lawn, take a
promenade on handsome James Lane and savor
the charm of our village and St. Luke’s commanding place in it.
The magnolia on the left of the Rectory is in
fulsome bud as I write this during the third
week of Lent. May all the flowering trees be in
bloom for Easter and may we all thank God for
our good fortune to be a member of this wonderful Church.
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SUMMER FAIR FUN
By Chris Corwin

WHAT HAPPENED DURING HOLY WEEK
By Brian Craig

2018 Summer Fair Planning Season is upon us!
This year’s fair will be held on Saturday July 7
and the fair committee has begun to discuss ways
we can improve upon last year. Funds generated
by the fair are used to help our Outreach Committee in their efforts to support local charities.
We are always looking for ideas on how to draw
more people to the fair and most importantly are
always seeking new volunteers to be part of the
fair committee, volunteer for set up/take down or
work at one of the booths. If you are interested
in helping please contact Chris Corwin at cwcorwin@att.net.   

Fr. Brunelle’s reflection in this issue gives us
insight into what happened historically to Jesus,
leading up to his crucifixion and resurrection. In
this piece, Brian Craig provides us with some
additional perspective on how those events came
to be celebrated. -Editor
Every year we observe Palm Sunday, Holy Week
and Easter. A summary of what some scripture
scholars think happened that final week, loosely
based on all the gospels put together might help
us understand what happened in that first Holy
Week, Jesus’ final days on earth and the most
important week of the Christian liturgical year.
Holy Week is the week immediately preceding
Easter Sunday. It is observed as a time to
commemorate and enact the suffering (Passion)
and death of Jesus through various observances
and services of worship. Observances during this
week range from daily liturgical services and
personal contemplation and prayer.
Palm Sunday
Palm Sunday observes the triumphal entry of
Jesus into Jerusalem, marked by the crowds who
were in Jerusalem for Passover waving palm
branches and proclaiming him as the messianic
king. The Gospels tell us that Jesus rode into
the city on a donkey, enacting the prophecy of
Zechariah 9:9, and in so doing emphasized the
humility that was to characterize the Kingdom he
proclaimed. The irony of his acceptance as the
new Davidic King (Mark 11:10) by the crowds
shows when only five days would now shout for
his execution. Traditionally, worshippers enact
the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem by the waving of
palm branches and singing songs of celebration.
This is accompanied by a processional into the
church.
Holy Monday
On Monday morning Jesus and the Twelve leave
Bethany to return to Jerusalem, and along the
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way, in two of the gospels, Jesus curses a fig tree.
Jesus enters Jerusalem and clears the temple.
In the evening, Jesus and the Twelve leave
Jerusalem (returning to Bethany).
Holy Tuesday
Jesus’ disciples see the withered fig tree on
their return to Jerusalem from Bethany. Jesus
engages in conflict with the Jewish leaders in
Jerusalem. The Disciples marvel at the Temple.
Jesus delivers the Olivet Discourse (in which he
predicts the future) on their return to Bethany
from Jerusalem.
Maundy Thursday
Jesus instructs Peter and John to secure a large
upper room in a house in Jerusalem and to
prepare for the Passover meal. In the evening
Jesus eats the Passover meal with the Twelve,
tells them of the coming betrayal, and institutes
the Lord’s Supper. Jesus instructs the disciples
regarding the bread and the wine as the new
covenant by which all sins are forgiven.
In John’s Gospel, during supper Jesus washes
the disciples’ feet, interacts with them, and
delivers his last teaching. Jesus and the disciples
sing a hymn together (probably from Psalms
113–118), then depart to the Mount of Olives.
Jesus foretells Peter’s denials. Jesus gives his
disciples practical commands about supplies
and provisions. Jesus and the disciples go to
Gethsemane, where he struggles in prayer and
they struggle to stay awake late into the night.
Good Friday
Jesus is betrayed by Judas and arrested by the
authorities (perhaps after midnight, early Friday
morning). The Disciples all flee. Peter denies
Jesus, as Jesus said he would.
Perhaps after sunrise, the final phase of
Jesus’ Jewish trial where the final consultation
happened before the full Sanhedrin; Jesus is sent
to Pilate. Judas hangs himself.
The final phase then occurs of Jesus’ Roman
trial: this is Jesus’ second appearance before
Pilate and he is condemned to die.
Jesus is crucified (from approximately 9 AM
until Noon). The sky darkens from noon until 3.
Easter Sunday
The Gospels vary on how this event occurred.

Three women arrive at Jesus’ tomb near dawn,
Mary Magdalene arriving first. Mary and the other
women, instead of finding Jesus’ body, are met
by two young men who are angels. One of them
announces Jesus’ resurrection. The women, fearful
and joyful, leave the garden—at first unwilling to
say anything to anyone. In one of the Gospels they
are commanded to go to tell the apostles and rush
to Galilee where they will see Jesus.
In John’s Gospel, Mary Magdalene is left alone
in the garden wondering what happened, sees
the “gardener” then has a personal encounter
with Jesus who tells her to go and tell the other
disciples. The women arrive and tell the disciples
that Jesus is risen.
Peter and John rush to the tomb (based on Mary
Magdalene’s report) and discover it empty.
In Luke’s Gospel, that afternoon Jesus appears to
Cleopas and a friend on the road to Emmaus; later
Jesus appears to Peter. That evening Jesus appears
to the Ten (minus Thomas) in a house (with locked
doors) in Jerusalem.

RECTORY REHABILITATION UPDATE
by Ed Krug
The project to renovate our long-neglected
rectory has been completed, ahead of schedule
and below budget. Fr Brunelle has returned from
his temporary home in Springs, and is back in
residence in his newly energy-efficient and toxinfree home. An open house was held in January
just before completion – if you didn’t get a chance
to attend, the accompanying photos will illustrate
just how wonderful the outcome is. Not only will
this be a comfortable and safe home for Denis,
but is better suited for the needs of future parish
leaders as well.
Gail Parker gave this project momentum, going

back to early 2017 when she proposed to the

Vestry that we undertake this renovation, expressing
concern about the likely presence of asbestos and the
associated health implications for Denis and for future
residents.
The Vestry concurred that this was urgent, and our
Senior Warden Lys Marigold led the charge to find
a contractor, locate a place for Denis to live during
the process, and get the project launched. Christian
Villeneuve stepped forward with a cost-effective
rental, Denis was relocated and the project got
underway.
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to this
effort. Jeffrey Sussman highlights the contributions
of two parishioners in particular who have been
especially helpful in making this a reality, Dick
Swanson and Peter van Hattum.
THE GREAT ORGANIZER
Dick Swanson, owner of H. F. Swanson construction,
has been building exceptional homes on the East
End for more than 30 years. When he volunteered
to oversee the renovation of St. Luke’s rectory, we
were all blessed, for Dick not only reduced the cost of
the renovation by about $500,000, he also made sure
that the rectory would remain a landmark building.
He worked with at least a dozen subcontractors who
reduced their own costs to help bring the rectory
up to code. The building has all new wiring, all
new plumbing, and a repaired roof. The kitchen is a
gem of top-line appliances. Amazingly, the original
building had no insulation, and Dick made sure that
the renovated structure would have the latest and
most thorough insulation. What had been a house
vulnerable to extreme weather conditions is now an
up-to-date energy efficient structure that will have
reduced costs for maintenance and upkeep. Dick,
with a craftsman’s eye and a builder’s experience,
turned a 1917 building into a 21st Century showplace.
And he did it months earlier than had originally been
anticipated.
A JEWELER’S EYE FOR INTERIOR DESIGN
Peter Van Hattum has long been regarded as a
preeminent interior designer, so when he offered
his services to Dick Swanson for the renovation
of the rectory, his offer was gratefully accepted.
Peter not only provided a new suede bed, he also
donated a handsome William IV desk (circa 1840)
for the living room. His eye for elegance was further
demonstrated by his choice of wallpapers, draperies,

and window shades. For the dining room, Peter
provided green tone-on-tone wallpaper; for the tall
window overlooking the staircase, he provided silk
curtains. Peter’s keen sense of design and his subtle
appreciation of color can be seen throughout the
newly renovated rectory.

PARISHONER PROFILE
A LOVE OF TEACHING:
SAL AND PATTI TOCCI
By Jeffrey Sussman

The Toccis met in high school, not as students, but as
teachers. Theirs was, indeed, a high school romance.
Theirs is also a story of fulfillment and accomplishment.
Patti Tocci was raised and attended high school in
Farmingdale. Upon graduation, she enrolled in the State
University in New York and graduated with a Bachelor of
Science degree in business education. She soon went to
work at a secretarial school for young adults. She worked
there for four years, before learning from a friend in Sag
Harbor that there was a position open for a business education teacher at East Hampton High School. Soon after
being interviewed, she was hired in 1980 and continued
working there until 1997. Unwilling to bid goodbye to
her years of pedagogy, she resumed teaching as a substitute teacher in Amagansett. For Patti, teaching is as integral to her life as is her attendance at St. Luke’s.
As noted earlier, it was while teaching at the East Hampton High School that she met Sal Tocci. His first wife,
who had been an elementary school teacher at Most Holy
Trinity, died of cancer. Patti had been a friend of both
Toccis for years, and she and Sal had been participating
in numerous school activities during those years. After
the death of Sal’s wife, the friendship between Patti and
Sal deepened. They began dating and soon fell in love
and married in 1988. Their wedding ceremony took place
in St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Farmingdale.
Sal was born in the Italian section of Bensonhurst,
Brooklyn; he attended Poly Prep and then went on to
Cornell University, where he majored in zoology and minored in chemistry. After earning his BA degree, he was

hired by Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center to do
research on large and small animals with a specific focus
on lymphoma. He co-authored a scientific paper about his
research. From there, Sal returned to college, enrolling in
Brooklyn College, a division of CUNY, where he earned
a masters of philosophy degree in chemical embryology. In 1971, he was hired by Southold High School as
a science teacher. That was the year that he moved to
East Hampton, and two years later, he was hired by the
East Hampton High School to teach science. In addition
to teaching, Sal co-wrote one high school chemistry text
that went into 3 editions; he also wrote 60 science trade
books.
Though raised as a Roman Catholic, Sal found a more
welcoming and inclusive home in the Episcopal Church.
Patti had been attending services at St. Luke’s for several
years and told Sal about the church’s services and Denis’
inspirational sermons. After just a few visits, Sal felt so
at home at St. Luke’s that he joined the church and has
been a devoted member of the congregation. He is now
the clerk of the vestry. He also attends bible study classes with Reverend Brunelle every Wednesday. Sal has a
history of bible study that included regular classes at the
Jewish Center of the Hamptons, where he studied the Hebrew and Christian Testaments with Rabbi Zimmerman.
Sal said the rabbi was extremely knowledgeable and it
was a delight to be in his presence. The rabbi even invited Sal and Patti to a Friday night service, where Sal did
a reading for the congregation. The Toccis attended potluck suppers at the Center as well as the “rabbi, minister,
and priest series” of talks that were so popular with the
congregations of St. Luke’s, the Jewish Center, and Most
Holy Trinity.
Now that Sal is retired, he devotes his time to learning
Italian and taking piano lessons; in addition, Patti and
Sal love traveling and regularly visit Sal’s extended large
family in the southern Italian region of Basilicata. The
Toccis also traveled with the church to Israel and Jordan
last year. They were deeply moved by their experiences
in the Holy Land and plan to go on more such trips.
Of Reverend Brunelle, Patti said “he’s a great spiritual
leader, and I’m impressed by his expanding the church’s
outreach to communities in need of our help.”
Sal added: “St. Luke’s is a wonderfully welcoming
church, and I feel right at home because of Reverend Brunelle’s embracing demeanor and his inspiring
semons. And I love our weekly bible study classes.”

PARISH LIFE
Engaging With St. Luke’s Community
WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT THE
OPIOID EPIDEMIC? By Martha Murray
Father Brunelle spoke to the congregation a few
weeks ago about the opiod epidemic that surrounds
us.
The Long Island Diocese addressed the subject at a
recent Clergy Day in Garden City. The Diocese has
contracted with LICAN (Long Island Congregations Associations and Neighborhoods), a non-profit
organization which offers advise on how best to
organize and bring together various community
factions to address this horrendous Pandemic.
Our rector immediately called a meeting of the
East Hampton Clericus. The meeting was attended
by 12 clergy representing the many different faiths
in our Township. A second meeting is scheduled in
March to explore the background of the problem,
gather more information and have a conversation
with community leaders. Adam Fine, East Hampton
High School Principal, and Kathee Burke-Gonzales, Town Councilwoman, will attend the next
meeting.
The goal is to spearhead a movement to bring this
issue to the forefront of our community - a community that has been too silent for too long out of embarrassment, shame, ignorance and fear. We need
conversations, stories, and discussions. We need to
involve families, parents, schools, the police force
and our EMS, the civil authorities, the doctors and
our hospital.

pandemic. Words are cheap; action is necessary.
Let’s get going!
Suggestions from the Diocese:
*BREAK THE STIGMA, SHAME AND SILENCE with conversations, sharing stories and
experiences
*PROMOTE “PROTECTIVE FACTORS” like
activities, support groups, education and programs that strengthen the family
*SUPPORT AND HELP THOSE DEALING
WITH SUBSTANCE ABUSE by providing parents and teachers with advise on how to respond
to the problem, what treatment options and
recovery resources are available.
*BREAK THE STIGMA against medication-assisted treatment.
*ENCOURAGE PEOPLE TO USE NARCAN
to reverse overdoses.
*BUILD A DIVERSE TEAM OF KEY PUBLIC
FIGURES who can come together to fight the
fight against opioids.
*ADVISE ON HOW TO RETURN UNUSED
OPIOD PAIN PILLS

And, the conversation can start with the clergy
who are known to be circumspect and compassionate. Since speaking about opiods at recent Sunday
services, Denis has had three parishioners come
forth with opiod problems. Proof that, in reaching
out, he has started a dialog.
The Diocese has posted a comprehensive list of
actions that congregations can do to help end this

Archangel Raphael healing the sick

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE 2018

Sunday - March 25 - Sunday of the Passion: Palm
Sunday 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM
Weather permitting we will gather on the front Lawn
for the Liturgy of the Palms for both services. We will
then process into church as a community.
Monday - March 26 - Holy Eucharist
10:00 AM - All Saints' Chapel
Tuesday - March 27 - Morning Prayer
10:00 AM - All Saints' Chapel
Chrism Mass at Cathedral of the Incarnation Garden City - 11:00 AM
Wednesday - March 28 - Holy Eucharist
10:00 AM - All Saints' Chapel
Tenebrae - 7:00 PM - Main Sanctuary
Thursday - March 29 - Morning Prayer
10:00 AM - All Saints' Chapel
Holy Eucharist/ Washing of Feet
7:00 PM - Main Sanctuary
All Night Prayer Vigil
(Chapel) 8:00 PM - 8:00 AM
Good Friday - March 30 - Morning Prayer
8:00 AM - All Saints' Chapel
Service of the Lord's Passion
12:00 Noon - Main Sanctuary
Private Meditation 1:00 - 3:00 PM
Stations of the Cross 3:00 PM
Holy Saturday - March 31 - Morning Prayer 8:00
AM - All Saints' Chapel
Great Vigil of Easter 8:00 PM - Main Sanctuary
Gather on the Front Lawn for the Blessing of the
New Fire, Paschal Candle and the Proclamation of the
Exultet.
The Resurrection of the Lord: Easter Sunday April 1
Holy Eucharist and Hymns
8:00 AM Main Sanctuary
Solemn Holy Eucharist and Baptism 10:00 AM Main Sanctuary
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