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As I sit in my office on the feast of St. Francis of Assisi 
looking out at the beginning of autumn several thoughts 
come to the fore in my heart and head.  We are going to be 
celebrating our annual Pet Sunday service on October 6. I 
get excited about how important this community service is 
to the people of East Hampton. It is a time when we wel-
come people from all lifestyles, from different religious 
traditions to ask God’s blessings on their pets. To some it 
might seem foolish, but to me and to these brothers and 
sisters, their stewardship of this part of God’s creation is 
serious. For many these animals are a grounding, an ex-
ample of unconditional love. They symbolize the beauty 
of God given into our care so that the world can be a bet-
ter place. We indeed give a wonderful gift on Pet Sunday 
of asking God’s blessings on these animals.
The fall season is beginning to be more obvious as leaves 

start to change colors, and the trees begin to shed those 
leaves. The squirrels are scurrying to gather the fruit of 
the beautiful Dogwood Tree near our patio and bury them.  
As I look at the trees planted around the rectory, I was 
fearful that some of the bare limbs were dead. However, 
on a closer look, the buds that will burst forth into new 
life and growth next spring are already there.  A symbol of 
hope as we enter the darkness and coldness of winter.  

MISSION STATEMENT
God calls us, the people of St. Luke’s 
To open wide our doors in the name 
of Christ: 
To all who are young or old and need 
counsel:
To all who are strong and want a task;
To all who are lonely, weak or mourn,  
or need comfort. 
To all who are sinful and need a
Savior.
To all who are weary and need rest.
To all who are left out and need
acceptance;
To all who are grateful and need a 
place to give thanks.
To all in Christ’s name we say
“WELCOME.”

CONT’D



PACKING IT UP FOR STUDENTS
By Jeffrey Sussman

   St. Luke’s is always on the front lines 
when it comes to helping those in need, and 
Operation Backpack was no exception. On 
behalf of Reverend Gerardo Romo-Garcia, the 
Bishop’s Vicar for Hispanic Ministry on the 
East End, Reverend Brunelle spear-headed the 
church’s outreach backpack drive. As usual, 
members of the congregation generously 
supported the request to supply fully supplied 
backpacks to children in Rev. Romo-Garcia’s 
congregation. Altogether, more than $8000 
was raised, resulting in the purchase of sixty-
eight backpacks, each containing all necessary 
school supplies. Children went to school 
feeling proud that they had all the implements 
needed to succeed in their studies. Their 
backpacks contained pens, markers, glue 
sticks, calculators, notebooks, and pencils, 
among various other instruments necessary 
for students.
   To ready the backpacks and school supplies, 
members of the congregation, along with 
their children and grandchildren, plus 
students and teachers from the International 
Music program gathered one afternoon in 
late August and put everything together. The 
following day, an appreciative Reverend 
Romo-Garcia picked up all the backpacks 
and delivered each to grateful kids in his 
congregation.
   Operation Backpack is just one of the many 
activities undertaken by the church’s outreach 
program.

Our Christian faith calls us to hope even 
when things look bleak. On November 2nd 
we will have our All Souls’ Day service of 
remembrance at 10 AM in our Chapel. We 
remember those who have gone before us 
into the heavenly kingdom. As of this past 
week, the third member of my family has 
died in the past year. Beginning with my 
brother in-law, then my mother, and now a 
favorite uncle (the last of the uncles), their 
deaths are a falling away of parts of my life, 
yet each service for them brings a sense of 
hope for the future. For my faith in Christ, 
and the Lord’s resurrection, means that life 
for these relatives is changed, not ended.  
As I mourn the loss of family, members of 
this my congregation, friends, my faith in 
Jesus calls me always to look forward. To 
mourn does not mean an ending of a re-
lationship; it means a missing of physical 
presence, and a challenge for me to be-
gin experiencing David, Mom, and Uncle 
Henry in a new way. They have achieved 
the glory I hope to enter. I feel them in my 
heart and know them to be at peace.  May 
our service on November 2 be that for you 
as you remember your deceased members.
Soon winter will come – snow will fall – 

weather will be cold – but hope is there in 
it all – Christmas!  Our services here at St. 
Luke’s bring members of the community 
into our midst for an exciting series of wor-
ship that allows us to preach the good news 
of God in our midst and celebrate new life 
when the outdoors looks like anything but 
life-giving.  I get excited, tired, but excited 
by what we offer this community. I thank 
you for allowing me to be part of your lives 
during these times.

In Christ,
Fr. Denis
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SUNDAY SCHOOL AND CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION

By Colleen Stonemetz

   

   
St. Luke’s Christian Education Program 
resumed classes on Sunday September 15, 
2019.
   Our rolling registration for classes is 
currently open to all students wishing to 
attend, and as always, our Nursery continues 
to offer parents a safe, nurturing and fun 
opportunity for our smallest parishioners 
during the 10AM service each Sunday.  
The 2019/2020 curriculum will be 
“Weaving God’s Promises”, a publication 
of Moorehouse Education Resources.  This 
online program is rich in information, and 
offers easy on-line access for our volunteer 
teaching staff.  Planning ahead for lessons, 
special projects and the like, can be 
conveniently found on this website by our 
teacher staff.  
   “Weaving God’s Promises” is a program 
specifically designed for Episcopal children 
ages 3-11, and youth, ages 12-14.  Though, 
not a lectionary program, lessons and Bible 
stories will follow the Church’s A, B, and C 
years of the Revised Common Lectionary.  
Returning teachers for the 2019-2920 
school year include, Ms. Regina Lynch, Ms. 
Teresa Schurr, Ms. Eileen O’Rielly, Ms. 
Kelly Hillerud, Ms. Fiona Fleming, Ms. 
Fran Graham, and Ms. Sandy Wolge. These 

wonderful women have dedicated countless 
hours to teaching with an immeasurable 
amount of faith to generations of St. Luke’s 
children.  After joining the teaching staff when 
their own children attended Sunday School, 
they have remained faithful and dedicated to 
our program.  I am grateful beyond measure 
for their commitment to our program and their 
never ending love for our children.  Classes 
start at the Pre-K level and go up to Middle 
School ages. 
   Besides our volunteer teachers,
we also have members of the 2019 
Confirmation Class returning as classroom 
assistants.  Jaden Lynch, Aidan Mansir, and 
Sierra Semb, have all attended our Sunday 
School classes this fall, and have had adoring 
young students captivated as they assist with 
prayers or a classroom arts & craft project.    
   The weeks ahead will be busy for Christian 
Education.  The Children’s Halloween Party is 
scheduled for Sunday 10.27.19.  Our Advent 
Family Night will be on Friday 12.6.19, 
with our first ever participation in the East 
Hampton Village Holiday Parade on Saturday 
morning 12.7.19.  Our holiday season will 
be complete with the Children’s Christmas 
Pageant scheduled for Sunday 12.15.19 at 
10:00am.  I hope you can all plan to be here 
at St. Luke’s as either a participant (as we 
always need help with our projects ) or as an 
enthusiastic audience member!
   Won’t you consider sending your child 
or children to our Christian Education 
program?  We promise a fun, loving 
environment, with dedicated teachers, and a 
sound Episcopalian curriculum.  Classes are 
available for everyone, with a Eucharistic 
Class and a Confirmation Class offered 
during the calendar year.  Contact the 
Christian Education Office, 631-329-0990 
Ext. 20 and speak to me, Colleen Stonemetz, 
Director of Christian Education for additional 
information. 



vides colorful pictures and easy to understand 
narratives. The children asked questions and 
were especially interested in how Adam’s Rib 
was used to create Eve. 
I told my students about my recent trip to the 

British Columbia Museum of Anthropology 
and so was able to add another element to the 
lesson. I told them about the Haida, the local 
indigenous people, and their myth of creation. 
It is a tale of how the first people emerged 
from a giant clam shell. A raven discovered 
the shell, heard noise from inside, and coaxed 
little people out into the open. For the Haida, 
this led to many adventures, some good, 
some bad. 
Such lessons are meant to create understand-

ing of our religious culture as well as the 
cultures of various communities around the 
world.

A PRIVILEGE TO TEACH
By Sandra Wolge

It is my privilege to teach our children 
and watch them eagerly learn. The class 
that I teach starts with everyone sitting to-
gether sharing snacks and beverages. The 
older children help prepare the lemonade 
or ice tea and act as official taste testers. 
Jack Wilson, for example, helps out and 
test tastes what the students will enjoy. He 
makes sure that everything is perfect.
Every week we have lessons from the 

Bible. Each child selects a story of in-
terest from our Children’s Bibles. They 
all want a turn to have their chosen story 
read, and their hands quickly shoot up. We 
read each story, then discuss the messages 
of the stories. Our most recent lesson fo-
cused on creation. We first read the story 
in the Book of Genesis and discussed the 
power of God. Our Children’s Bible pro-

The Raven and The First Men - by Bill Reid

Following the lessons, the children are asked 
questions about what they learned. When 
each of them answers correctly, they then 
proceed to the toy box, where each one gets 
to choose a special prize. A bell rings, and the 
class is over until the following Sunday.



CURATE’S CORNER

BIBLE STUDY: A YEAR IN REVIEW

Over the past year, a group of earnest stu-
dents and seekers have joined me following 
the 10am Wednesday liturgy on a journey 
through the Gospel of Luke. We’ve averaged 
about five to six attendees who are members 
of St. Luke’s, people in the community who 
heard from a friend about the group, as well 
as members from the Jewish Center of the 
Hamptons. 
Initially, as I thought of how to structure 

the sessions, I didn’t want it to be too rigid. 
It was important to me that attendees could 
pick up at any point without feeling that 
missing any number of sessions would dis-
rupt the unfolding narrative.
There are a few themes which emerged 

over the course of our study. They include 
different names of Jesus (Lord, Messiah, 
Son of God and Son of Man); Meals as the 
settings for parables to reimagine social ties; 
the Holy Spirit, which was connected to the 
births of John and Jesus, promised at the end 
of the Gospel and prominent in the Acts of 
the Apostles; Jesus’ ministry to the margin-
alized—the poor, diseased, Samaritans, tax 
collectors, Gentiles, women and children; 
admonitions about wealth, cautioning his 
hearers against allowing their possessions 
to corrupt them; salvation as a reality for 
all people; and worship and prayer, which 
are referenced in Luke more than the other 
gospels. 

As we come to the end of our study, I am 
reminded of God’s desire for us—that we 
put the Word of God in our heart and soul, 
teaching them to our children and meditat-
ing on them at home and as we travel, in 
our waking and sleeping (Deuteronomy 11). 
We encounter God as we read and study 
Scriptures. The more we study, the better we 
become at understanding God’s character 
and promises for our life. In times of diffi-
culty we can be encouraged in the hope and 
strength of our faith, easily calling to mind 
passages which encouraged generations of 
Christians before us. We can find words of 
joy and sorrow when our emotions over-
whelm us.
Although studying the Bible can be daunt-

ing, learning within a group creates a space 
of shared learning. I marveled in our study 
of Luke the way in which one student’s 
knowledge of the historian Josephus, and 
another’s training in ancient art all comple-
mented the text, making for greater reve-
lation by the Holy Spirit and enriching our 
conversations. 
Understanding the Bible within the his-

torical and cultural context from which 
it emerged equips us to refute those who 
misinterpret and attempt to manipulate the 
texts. It helps to form us, making us better 
and more effective witnesses as we care for 
the marginalized and, as co-creators with 
God, build a better and more just world.
Although, it may be difficult because of 

work and life circumstances to attend the 
Bible Study sessions in person or by confer-
ence call, they are always recorded and up-
loaded to the parish website. I commend the 
recordings to you with prayers that wherev-
er we are on our spiritual journey, we strive 
to deepen our devotion and our witness.
Mother Leandra+



PARISH PROFILE

DIANE DREHER: LADY OF FLOWERS

By Jeffrey Sussman

Diane Dreher (nee, Thomas) is justly 
celebrated for creating stunningly beauti-
ful bouquets of colorful artificial flowers. 
That was not her original ambition. She 
was born in Phoenix, Arizona. Her mother 
was a teacher, and her father, along with 
his brother, operated a service station. 
They expanded their business and eventu-
ally bought 1,000 acres of land in Paradise 
Valley. (Unfortunately, said Diane, they 
sold the land much too soon). They also 
developed a successful building product 
that was used by construction companies 
throughout the state. Following her grad-
uation from high school, Diane attended 
Stanford University, where she majored 
in political science and music. After two 
years as a student, she got married and 
moved with her husband, Jack James, to 
Evanston, Illinois, where they attended 
Northwestern University. Her husband 
went on to earn an MBA at the University 
of Chicago, then did additional gradu-
ate work toward a Ph. D. and became a 

POETRY ROUNDTABLE

 COME ONE, COME ALL 

by Jeffrey Sussman

 If you love poetry, love to hear its sweet 
mellifluous sounds, then come to the 
monthly poetry roundtable at St. Luke’s. 
If you love to read poetry, then come 

to the monthly poetry roundtable at St. 
Luke’s. 
If you want to discuss your favorite po-

ems with other poetry lovers, then come 
to the poetry roundtable at St. Luke’s.
It all takes place once a month on Sat-

urdays at 10:30 AM in the Vestry room. 
If interested, please contact John Phillips 
at johndphillipsjr@gmail.com or Jeffrey 
Sussman at marketingpro@aol.com
“Poetry is the spontaneous overflow of 

powerful feelings: it takes its origin from 
emotion recollected in tranquility.” - Wil-
liam Wordsworth
“Poetry lifts the veil from the hidden 

beauty of the world, and makes familiar 
objects be as if they were not familiar.” -  
Percy Bysshe Shelley
“Genuine poetry can communicate before 

it is understood.” - T. S. Eliot
“Poetry is simply the most beautiful, 

impressive, and widely effective mode of 
saying things.” -Matthew Arnold



lives are changed and lasting friendships 
are made. The Holy Spirit is active in the 
church, and one could not find a more 
compassionate rector than Denis. His 
sermons, as well as Leandra’s, have a 
lasting impact that expand one’s spiritual 
life. It is truly an amazing place.”

successful management consultant. For their 
honeymoon, the couple had a wonderful time 
travelling throughout Europe for nine months, 
after which they settled in the United States 
for four years where they raised their infant 
twin girls, Cynthia and Carolyn. The fami-
ly moved again, settling in Brussels for the 
next fifteen years, where Diane gave birth 
to another daughter, Alison. Following their 
residency in Brussels, the family moved to 
Darien, Connecticut. 
Diane’s marriage ended in divorce after forty 

years; and shortly thereafter, she began her 
celebrated retail flower business. While in 
Belgium, Diane had developed an interest 
in floral arrangements and studied floral de-
sign. While living in Darien, she was asked to 
create artificial floral bouquets for the Re-
naissance Ball’s silent auction. It proved to 
be a great success and was the beginning of a 
successful business: Diane James Home, cre-
ators of Faux Floral Couture. Success came 
rapidly for Diane with a commission from 
Rockefeller Center and orders from Bergdorf 
Goodman and Neiman Marcus, among vari-
ous others. As the business continued to grow, 
Diane invited her twin daughters to join her 
company. “And they are doing an amazing 
job,” said Diane.
Ironically, Diane met her future husband, Bill 

Dreher, through her first husband, while stay-
ing in Brussels. They met again twelve years 
later at a Sotheby’s auction. He asked her 
to have dinner with him; she accepted, and 
nineteen years ago they married in St. Peter’s 
Chapel. The Drehers are steadfast members 
of the congregation and rarely miss a Sunday 
service.
Asked about St. Luke’s as her spiritual home, 

Diane commented that “it’s a place where 



ST. LUKE’S STAFF
Rector: Denis C. Brunelle
 631-329-0990 ext 11
Curate: Leandra Lambert
631 329 0990
Parish Administrator: Tara Brinka:
 631 329-0990 ext 10
Music Director: Robert Peterson 
 631 495 7646  Cell
Christian Education Director:
 Colleen Stonemetz  631 329-0990 ext 20
Verger: Oscar Giles

TOWER STAFF
Editor: Jeffrey Sussman
Vestry Liaison: Marcie Sohm
Production Manager: Caroline Marshall
Photographer: Brian Craig
Photographer:  Sandy Conklin
Communications Committee:  Sandy Conklin, 
Brian Craig, Caroline Marshall, Linda Melville, 
Martha Murray, Jeffrey Sussman, Marcie Sohm.

VESTRY     

Robert Biondo
Email:                rabiondo@hotmail.com 

Holly Whitmore    
Email:   htwanew@yahoo.com

John Phillips 
Email:    johndphillipsjr@gmail.com
  
Dianne Benson              
Email:    dianneb724@icloud.com

Mary Laughlin 
Email:    mary@hookpond.com

Merle McDonald - Aaron
Email:                   aaronm42@hotmail.com
    
Janie Miller    
Email:     miller7janie@gmail.com

Erika Angulo Puig
Email:                  erikaangulo40@gmail.com

Marcie Sohm 
Email:                  marcie31@optonline.net

Hugh Tilney            
E-mail:     hjtilney@gmail.com

Salvatore Tocci
Email:                  stocci@ aol.com   

Clerk
Justin Udelhofen     
Email:      jwudelhofen@gmail.com

ANNUAL FELLOWSHIP PARTY


