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RECTOR’S REFLECTIONSMISSION STATEMENT
God calls us, the people of St. Luke’s 
To open wide our doors in the name 
of Christ: 
To all who are young or old and need 
counsel:
To all who are strong and want a task;
To all who are lonely, weak or mourn,  
or need comfort. 
To all who are sinful and need a
Savior.
To all who are weary and need rest.
To all who are left out and need
acceptance;
To all who are grateful and need a 
place to give thanks.
To all in Christ’s name we say
“WELCOME.”

JANUARY REFLECTIONS

The year 2021 ends with a bang! Not an exciting bang, but one 
that reminds us of our fragility and how this COVID bug brings 
us to almost beginning with a third year of it.  Recent reports 
highlight the societal fatigue that has come with this pandemic. 
The reports tell us how this pandemic has made our temperaments 
more trigger happy; figuratively and in reality, people are quick 
to accuse others, speak anger and hate, lose their tempers. Mental 
Health professionals lay this all at the feet of COVID. Most peo-
ple are not readily seeking help with those professionals, nor are 
they seeking help from any type of religious entity.  I would call 
this BAD NEWS in our lives today.  BUT!

“But” what, Fr. Denis?  There is an answer if we but open our 
hearts, minds, and souls to the remedy we have.  That remedy is 
Jesus.  Throughout Advent, we heard the prophets tell us that God 
would send someone to bring us out of the madness of the world, 
not only in ancient times, but also in our own time.  Jesus, whose 
name means “God Saves”, is here as Emmanuel (“God is with 
us!”). When we take this Word made one with us in our humanity, 
when we hear that word, “I have not come to condemn the world 
but to save it!” so do we make those words an intimate part of our 
being?

You see if we took the scriptures to heart, getting through this 
pandemic, would not be easier, but would show a bit more hu-
manity and kindness. Christmas is a time not to think of self, but 
to think of others. The whole event of Christmas is to remind 
(cont’d)



 RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS (cont’d)

us that Jesus came to save us! Each random act 
of kindness can make a difference.  Each random 
act of anger/hatred/belligerency can also make a 
difference, a negative one.  This year the chal-
lenge for me is to be more aware of those acts of 
kindness that I embody because of my faith in 
Jesus.

On January 1, we celebrate the secular holiday of 
New Year’s Day. On that same date in our religious 
calendar, we remember the Holy Name of Jesus.  I 
ask you to make a resolution for 2022 – “May the 
Holy Name of Jesus (God Saves us and is with us) 
guide all my actions and thoughts so I may be an ex-
ample of the GOOD NEWS OF GOD in this world.”

Blessings upon you and your family,

Fr. Denis +

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
                     presents:
   “JUST A LITTLE CHRISTMAS” 
                          by 
              Sharon Kay Chatwell

December 12, 2021:

  

The scene is set… We see Mary and Joseph, and 
our Narrator tells us we are in Nazareth and the 
Angel from God has come to talk to Mary. He tells 
her she will have a baby and He will be the Son of 
God, and Mary replies, “OH, OK!”

You see, it’s “Just a Little Christmas.”

  Then the Angel went and spoke to Joseph, and 
said, “Joseph, Mary is going to have a baby, its 
okay for you to marry her and take care of her and 
the baby you will name Jesus.”  Joseph says to the 
Angel, “OH, OK!”

You see, it’s “Just a Little Christmas.”

  As we continue on as our Narrator takes us to 
Bethlehem where Mary and Joseph have travelled.  
We hear how Mary has given birth in a stable 
where there is a cow who “MOOOOed” and a 
sheep who went “BAAAAAA,” and a chicken too: 
“BOCK BOCK BOCK” all in celebration of the 
baby Jesus.

You see, it’s “Just a Little Christmas.”

  Our story continues as we hear the Angel speak-
ing to the shepherds who are very afraid, but the 
Angel says to them, “Don’t be afraid, I bring you 
good news!”  Suddenly many more angels appear 
and say, “Glory to God in the highest! Peace on 
Earth!  Good will to all  people!”

You see, it’s “Just a Little Christmas.”



                      Our Narrator continues… 
           We hear of The Three Wise Men, who
       meet with King Herod. The king says to                 

them, “Where is he who is born “King of the 
Jews?” But the wise men know not to tell, and 
the king eventually knows he’s been tricked.  God 
then talks to Joseph in a dream and says to him, 
“GET OUT OF THERE, GET OUT OF THERE!” 
and Joseph and Mary went to Egypt to be safe.  

You see, it’s “Just a Little Christmas.”

  Many years later the angel visits Joseph again 
and says to him, “HEY! YOU CAN COME 
BACK NOW!!! IT”S SAFE!!!

   You see, King Herod had died, so Joseph and 
Mary could take Jesus back to Nazareth to live.
The Narrator tells us, “and that’s where baby 

Jesus grew up… until he was grown.”

  So, now you’ve heard the story. About how God 
sent his Only Son to be born as a baby, to
grow up so He could save everyone from their 

sins, and all it took was…
 “Just a Little Christmas.”

   Our students did a fabulous job in this presen-
tation! With only one rehearsal and a lot of help 
from our teachers and parents, we were extremely 
pleased  to bring “Just a Little Christmas” to our 
friends and families at St. Luke’s.

 MERRY CHRISTMAS to all from the 
    Children of Christian 
          Education.
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ST. LUKE’S WELCOMES BACK THE 
EGGINTONS

By Jeffrey Sussman

ST. LUKE’S WELCOMES BACK THE 
EGGINTONS

By Jeffrey Sussman

   For years as part-time residents of Wainscott, 
Hersey and Quincy Egginton attended St. Luke’s 
during January, February, Easter, and occasionally 
on weekends.  It was during those years that their 
first daughter, Abigail, was baptized at St. Luke’s. 
Their second daughter, Emily, was baptized at St. 
Mary the Virgin in Chappaqua, where the Eggin-
tons were full-time residents.  The Eggintons, now 
retired, sold their house in Chappaqua, and settled 
into being permanent residents of Wainscott and 
members of St. Luke’s. And not only members, for 
Hersey has joined the roster of lay readers.

The Eggintons met in 1970 while serving as res-
ident advisors at Syracuse University. They mar-
ried in 1972. However, before those life-changing 
events, they each had pursued their personal educa-
tional goals.

   

  Quincy, a descendant of John Adams, was born 
in Lexington, Massachussetts. From the time she 
could hold a pencil in her hand, she wanted to be 
an artist.  And by the time she was in the seventh 
grade, she wanted to know when she could attend 
art school. Some years later, still intent on attend-
ing art school,  Quincy matriculated  at the School 
of Visual and Performing Arts at Syracuse Uni-
versity, where she majored in illustration. Follow-
ing her graduation, she worked as an art director 
at an advertising agency while she and Hersey 
lived in San Antonio. When they moved to New 
York, she worked at American Home magazine, 
before attending Teachers College, Columbia 
University, where she earned an Ed.D in educa-
tion. While working toward her graduate degree, 
she worked part time as an art teacher at the 
College of New Rochelle; after she received her 
degree, she worked full-time at Mercy College in 
Dobbs Ferry, where she taught studio art. Beyond 
the walls of her classrooms, her teaching skills 
were also welcomed at public schools, museums, 
and libraries. 

 Hersey grew up in Garden City, New York. His 
early and ongoing interests have been literary. He 
attended Middlebury College, where he majored 
in American Literature and wrote for the campus 
newspaper. After Hersey’s honorable discharge 
from the U. S. Army, he and Quincy lived in San 
Antonio for two years, where Hersey worked in 
the public relations office of Trinity University. 

   The Eggintons came to New York and Hersey 
was hired as the director of the Columbia College 
Fund. During that time, he attended the college’s 
graduate school, eventually earning joint degrees: 
one an MBA, the other in higher education. 
Thereafter, he worked in advertising and market-
ing for 15 years. He then returned to the field of 
higher education as director of the Baruch 

PARISHONER PROFILE



College Fund. Following that he was the director 
of operations and development at the Culinary 
Institute of America.  He finished his career as 
the founding director of the Ithaca College NYC 
Program.  

  Prior to settling in Wainscott, the Eggintons 
were vital members of St. Mary the Virgin in 
Chappaqua, where Hersey served as warden on 
the vestry, and Quincy as director of Christian 
education and a member of the altar guild. Now 
that the Eggintons are retired they are as active, 
or perhaps even more active, than they had been 
when employed. They are deeply involved in 
community activities, in particular dealing with 
wind farm and airport issues.   Hersey is a vol-
unteer at the South Fork Bakery, which provides 
employment for adults with disabilities.  In Jan-
uary, he will become a member of the Wainscott 
Citizens Advisory Council. Yet, he still finds plen-
ty of time to be a devoted tennis player. Quincy 
has begun an occasional teaching schedule at the 
South Fork Natural History Museum and Nature 
Center (SoFo) in Bridgehampton.  She’s also an 
enthusiastic new member of the Wainscott Sewing 
Society, which was founded in 1869. It is a social 
organization that brings the community together 
for festivals, history talks, and dinner parties, and 
raises money for scholarships and for the upkeep 
of the Wainscott chapel.

   The Eggintons visit regularly with their two 
daughters.  Abigail is a naturopath doctor and reg-
istered nurse, and Emily is a marine biologist.

   Asked about St. Luke’s, the Eggintons said 
they are grateful to be members of the congre-
gation during Denis’ time as rector. They are 
impressed by his meaningful, contemporary, and 
heartfelt sermons.  They particularly enjoyed at-
tending his Rabbi and Rector series.  In addition, 
they admire Joseph’s sermons for his earnest, 
articulate messages about the Gospel. Altogether, 
they believe that the church’s congregation as a 
welcoming body is living the message of Jesus 
through its important outreach activities.

           ST. LUKE’S CHRISTMAS
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