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RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS

REFLECTIONS

  Autumn has come upon us, leaves are changing, weather get-
ting more brisk, our spirits are tired of “covid”, political scene 
hectic and divisive, where are we going?
  In this period of what I call “coviditis,” so many of us are tru-

ly depressed and tired of the isolation. As believers in Jesus our 
call is always to remember that the Lord walks with us through 
these times, not promising no conflict, trouble or depression, but 
the understanding that he walks with us through these times.
  In this edition of THE TOWER, you will find some offerings 

that St. Luke’s is sponsoring for the greater community. Con-
certs, forums, events that can bring us out of the doldrums and 
give us an experience that life can go on even in the days of “co-
viditis”!  Thanks to Jeffrey Sussman, Sal Tocci and Hugh Tilney 
we will be able to bring these events to the greater East Hamp-
ton and Long Island Diocesan communities. What we would 
ask of you is to make sure you get the word out to your friends 
and other acquaintances. We will do Zoom on most of these and 
there will be registration/reservations for the events.
  Finally, please be aware that we will be doing final planning 

on what happens for Advent and Christmas in the next couple of 
weeks. At the present time the uptick in cases here on the east 
end does not help. So pray that the cases dwindle and we can 
proceed with worship for Christmas. Present discussions are 
looking at online services and multiple services on Christmas 
Eve and Day.
  May you be safe and healthy and filled with God’s blessings!
  Fr. Denis +

MISSION STATEMENT
God calls us, the people of St. Luke’s 
To open wide our doors in the name 
of Christ: 
To all who are young or old and need 
counsel:
To all who are strong and want a task;
To all who are lonely, weak or mourn,  
or need comfort. 
To all who are sinful and need a
Savior.
To all who are weary and need rest.
To all who are left out and need
acceptance;
To all who are grateful and need a 
place to give thanks.
To all in Christ’s name we say
“WELCOME.”



ASSOCIATE RECTOR’S REALM

ASSOCIATE RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS

     I am writing at a moment when my life and 
ministry feel like everything is all being held in 
suspense. It’s a few days after our 2020 Presi-
dential election, the results of which have not 
yet been finalized. Fr. Denis and I are also hav-
ing conversations about our Christmas liturgies, 
while also paying close attention to the reports 
about rising COVID-19 cases. My family and I 
are wondering what our Thanksgiving celebra-
tion will look like this year. I have more ques-
tions than answers. My questions tend to begin 
“How about…?” and “What if…?” However, 
the longer I stand in this place of suspense, the 
less value I find in my asking “How about…?” 
and “What if…?” Instead, I am now beginning 
with “God is…” I remind myself that “God is” 
in this (whatever thing occupies my mind at a 
given moment) too.
     Remembering that “God is” evokes this 

striking image of myself, tethered at my arms 
and legs to various unstable cables. These 
unstable cables are my insufficient and incom-
plete answers. Underneath me are the capable 
and mighty hands of a loving God. There is 
also a voice beckoning me with the words of 
Jesus, “let’s go off by ourselves to a quiet place 
and rest awhile.” (Mark 6:31). I’ve accepted the 
invitation. 
     Next week, I will leave you all for a time 

of rest and personal retreat. This will be a time 
for me to disconnect, reflect and pray. This time 
away from the hectic pace of daily life will help 
me ground myself once again in this eternal 
truth that “God is.” I am looking forward to 
that time of deep listening and stillness. 
     I’d like to share a comparable experience 

with all of you. On Saturday, December 12th 
from 10:30am-12:30pm, we will gather virtu-
ally for an Advent parish retreat. The details 
are forthcoming. But, for now, please mark 
your calendars for a time of “Stillness with the 
Spirit.”
Peace and every blessing,
Mother Leandra +

FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS:

AT LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH SPONSORED 
AN OPERATION RESPECT ANTI - BULLYING 

WORKSHOP

   St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, in its ongoing efforts 
to provide important services to the communities of 
the east end, sponsored an anti-bullying workshop 
conducted by Operation Respect.
     Mark Weiss, the director of education at Opera-

tion Respect, conducted the workshop. Mark was a 
New York City school principal for 20 years, found-
ing the first alternative high school in the Bronx in 
1979, and leading that school for 13 years.  He then 
founded a New Visions 6th – 12th grade school, 
School for the Physical City, in 1993, heralded in a 
New York Times Magazine cover story as “A City 
School Experiment That Actually Works” and leading 
that school for more than 7 years.  Both were New 
York City public schools. He has conducted anti-bul-
lying workshops at schools, camps, and community 
centers throughout the United States. Other staff 
members have worked with parents, teachers and 
community stakeholders across the globe. Altogether, 
Operation Respect has conducted more than 50,000 
workshops.
     Operation Respect was founded by Peter Yarrow 

of the legendary folk trio Peter, Paul and Mary and 
Dr. Charlotte Frank, former Senior Vice President, 
Research and Development, McGraw-Hill Education. 
    The anti-bullying workshop was conducted via 

Zoom on November 11 at 7 PM. 



SVETLANA JAZZ QUARTET 
TO PERFORM AT ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL 

CHUCH

     Russian by birth, American by music: Svetlana is 
a New York-based acclaimed chart-topping vocalist, 
composer, band leader, educator, and a Manhattan 
School of Music MA and Columbia PhD graduate. 
Svetlana’s sound blends swing, straight-ahead jazz, 
and original material, forging deep connections 
with audiences with her strong vocals, charismatic 
performance style, exciting improvisational aspects 
of performance, and engaging storytelling. Her 
latest record, Night at the Movies, debuted #1 on US 
Billboard Traditional Jazz Album Charts in 2019.
     Svetlana and her band have headlined sold out 
shows in renowned jazz clubs, performing arts 
centers in the US (Blue note / Blue note festival, 
Regatta Bar, Jazz Standard, DC Jazz Festival) and  at 
the Tel Aviv Blues Festival,  the Jerusalem Globus 
Festival, the Italian Rovigo Jazz Festival, India’s 
Total Environment Foundation, and Canada’s Jazz 
Bistro,  among various others.
     Critics acclaimed her performances as  
“Sophisticated-pop… Exuberant, foot-stompin’ music 
that combines swing with pop-singer/songwriter 
sensibilities.” She’s “Breakfast at Tiffany’s meets 
Some Like it Hot.” 
Svetlana and her quartet will perform live at St. 
Luke’s Episcopal Church and via live streaming 
video on December 12 at 4 PM. To register 
for this exciting concert, please visit www.
stlukeseasthampton.org

 



 • The Amnesty International USA 
Media Spotlight Award for Leadership (1997) 
 • The Green Globe Award from the 

Rainbow Alliance (1997) 
 • American Civil Liberties Union 

Award (1998)
 • National Association of Criminal 

Defense Lawyer Champion of Justice Award 
(2000)
 • The World Achievement Award 

(2004)
 • The World Citizenship Award from 

The Nuclear Age Peace Foundation (2006)
 • Lifetime Achievement Award at the 

Latin-UK Awards (LUKAS) (2015)
 • The Nuestra Madre Award from 

Americas for Conservation and the Arts (2015)
 • The Mayahuel Award at the Guada-

lajara International Film Festival and the Iguana 
del Oro Award at the Puerto Vallarta International 
Film Festival (2016)

ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH HOSTS
BIANCA JAGGER: FOR INTERNATION-

AL TALK ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS

  St. Luke’s Episcopal Church will host, via 
Zoom, a talk from London by Bianca Jag-
ger on the topic of human rights.  Her talk 
will take place on December 10 at 2 PM. To 
reserve a Zoom link, attendees should visit 
www.stlukeseasthampton.org 
 “I am delighted that Bianca accept-

ed our invitation to be a speaker to people 
throughout Long Island on a subject of such 
contemporary importance,” said her friend 
Jeffrey Sussman. “Bianca has committed her 
life to defending human rights, civil liberties, 
peace, social justice, and environmental pro-
tection throughout the world.”
 She campaigns to end violence against 

women and girls, to abolish capital punish-
ment and advocates for the rights of indige-
nous peoples and future generations. She is 
Founder, President, and Chief Executive of 
the Bianca Jagger Human Rights Foundation 
(BJHRF), which she established in 2005 to 
be a force for change and a voice for the most 
vulnerable. She is Council of Europe Good-
will Ambassador, a Member of the Executive 
Director’s Leadership Council for Amnesty 
International USA, IUCN Bonn Challenge 
Ambassador.
 Ms. Jagger is  the recipient of numer-

ous prestigious awards, including  The Right 
Livelihood Award (2004) also known as the 
“alternative Nobel prize.” 

Her other awards for human rights, humani-
tarian and environmental work include: 

 • The United Nations Earth Day 
International Award (1994)
 • Abolitionist of the Year Award 

by the National Coalition to Abolish the 
Death Penalty (1996)



BEST SELLING AUTHOR, ELAINE PAGELS, TO
BE INTERVIEWED ABOUT NEW BOOK,

WHY RELIGION?

  Elaine Pagels, author of numerous best-selling 
books about religion, such as The Gnostic Gospels; 
Adam, Eve and the Serpent: Sex and Politics in Early 
Christianity,  The Origin of Satan: How Christians 
Demonized Jews, Heretics, and Pagans; Beyond Be-
lief; and Why Religion? A Personal Memoir will be 
interviewed by writer, Jeffrey Sussman on December 
5, 2020 at 4 PM. Why Religion? is her most recent 
book and is a departure from the others; one in which 
she tells her own story, and why she loves investi-
gating the history of religion. Her interview will be 
sponsored by St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in East 
Hampton and be available to all registrants via Zoom.  
To register for this stimulating discussion please visit 
www.stlukeseasthamtpon.org
   Ms. Pagels is a critically acclaimed historian of 

religion and the Harrington Spear Paine Professor at 
Princeton University and an Aspen Institute Trustee. 
Pagels joined the Princeton faculty in 1982, short-
ly after receiving a MacArthur Fellowship. She is 
a recipient of the Howard T. Behrman Award for 
Distinguished Achievement in the Humanities for 
"her ability to show readers that the ancient texts 
she studies are concerned with the great questions of 
human existence though they may discuss them in 
mythological or theological language very different 
from our own." In 2013, she received an honorary law 
degree from her alumni, Harvard University; and, in 
2016, the National Medal for the Arts from President 
Barack Obama.

THE ENGLISH CONCERT IN AMERICA 
FELLOWS to Perform at St. Lukes Church

     The “English Concert in America Fellows” (aka, 
TECA Fellows) will perform a concert of Baroque 
music (a period of composition from 1580 to 1750) 
on string instruments at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. 
The concert will take place on December 9 at 5:30 
and will last for an hour and a half with a 15 minute 
intermission. The musicians will play compositions on 
original string instruments that will include a theorbo 
which is a plucked string instrument of the lute family; 
it has an extended neck and a second pegbox. The 
theorbo was used during the Baroque music era to 
play basso continuo accompaniment parts as well as 
used for solos.    The musicians are:

Jude Zilliak - Violin           Alana Youssefian - Violin
Stephen Goist - Viola         Kylie Miller - Viola
Oliver Weston - Cello        Adam Cokerham - Theorbo

COMPOSITIONS TO BE PERFORMED:
 Sonata nona à 5 [5:30] Johann Rosenmuller 
Noëls sur les Instruments, H. 534 [9’] Marc-Antoine 
Charpentier 
Les bourgeois de Chastre 
Où s’en vont ces gais bergers 
Joseph est bien marié 
Or nous dites Marie 
A la venue de Noël 
Une jeune pucelle 
Concerto for Two Violas in G major, TWV 52:G3 
[8:30] Georg Phillip Telemann 
Avec douceur 
Gaÿ 
Largo 
Vivement 
Suite no. 2 from Le Journal de Printemps [11’] Johann 
Caspar Ferdinand Fischer 
Ouverture 
Entrée 
Rondeau 
Gavotte 
Menuet 
Passacaille 
INTERVAL 
Sonata no. 5 in G major from Armonico Tributo [18:00] 
Georg Muffat 
Allemanda 
Adagio 
Fuga 
Adagio 
Passacaglia
For information, visit www.stlukeseasthampton.org



JAZZ AT ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

THE SIMON WILSON TRIO

       St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, as part of its 
outreach and community enrichment program, 
has inaugurated a series of jazz concerts. The 
first concert for the fall will be The Simón Will-
son trio, which will feature Simón Willson on 
bass, Kevin Sun on tenor saxophone, and Aaron 
Seeber on drums. In addition to Mr. Willson’s 
stunning compositions, the trio will improvise on 
a number of jazz standards, including ones made 
memorable by Thelonious Monk. The perfor-
mances of the trio explore the possibilities of the 
chord-less format, creating an open and expres-
sive sound. 

Simón Willson is a NYC based bassist, 
composer, and improviser. He has toured with 
a host of different musicians in Europe, the US, 
Canada, and South America. He has recently 
been featured on albums as a member of Dave 
Douglas’ Sextet, Elan Mehler’s “TJ & the Re-
venge” project alongside GRAMMY award-win-
ning guitar player Bill Frisell. In addition to his 
sideman work, he co-leads the bands Great on 
Paper, Family Plan, and Earprint. The latter won 
the “best debut album” category of the NPR Mu-
sic Jazz Critics Poll in 2016.

Kevin Sun is a saxophonist, improvisor, 
composer, and writer. He has released two al-
bums as a leader, Trio and The Sustain of Mem-
ory and is a member of the co-led ensemble Ear-
print and Mute. His musical achievements have 
been critically acclaimed  byThe New York Times, 
Village Voice, Downbeat, The New York City Jazz 
Record, Audiophile Audition, PopMatters, and 
Stereogum, among others.

Aaron Seeber, a NYC based drummer, 
has performed with such virtuosos of jazz as Eric 
Reed, Jon Faddis, Cyrile Aimee, Jeremy Pelt, 
Paul Bollenback, Tim Green, and Bruce Harris, 
among various others. As a bandleader, he regu-
larly performs at the renowned Small Jazz Club.

The trio will perform at St. Luke’s 
Church, 18 James Lane, East Hampton, on Sat-
urday, November 21 at 4 PM.  There will be a 
link for others on YouTube. Reservations for the 
concert must be obtained prior to the event. For 
further information, please visit:

www.stlukeseasthampton.org



HUGH TILNEY
An Englishman At Home In America

By Jeffrey Sussman

    

      Hugh Tilney, born in Watford, Hertfordshire, was 
inspired by his father to take up sailing, and so he 
participated in his first sail boat race at age 4. It was 
the beginning of a life-long love affair with sailing.  
Since then he has sailed in races in Spain, France, 
Portugal, and Scandinavia, and cruised in the waters 
of England, America, and the Caribbean. 
     From the time he was sent to boarding school at 
age 8 and through his early adult years, Hugh en-
joyed the benefits of an excellent education. As a 
young man, he became proficient in French follow-
ing two years of studying French literature and histo-
ry at Grenoble University. From there, he returned to 
England and took up studies to become an accoun-
tant. That led to a job with Willis Faber Dumas, a 
Lloyd’s insurance broker. From there, he moved into 
the Sedgwick Group, also a Lloyd’s broker, where he 
worked on a sophisticated insurance package for the 
Concorde plane. The Concorde afforded him  more 
than 30 opportunities to visit the United States and 
Africa. His next important position was with a bro-
kerage for Citi Bank and involved a permanent move 
to the U. S. Shortly after leaving Citi Bank, he took 

PARISHONER PROFILE a position as COO of a hedge fund that focused on 
foreign exchanges.
     While still in the U. K. a busy Hugh found time 
to help manage the London campaign of Marga-
ret Thatcher to become prime minister in 1979 
and 1983. His long-time friend, Dennis Thatcher, 
Margaret’s  husband, acted as advisor to the cam-
paign. Among Hugh’s good friends in government 
was Airey Neave, a prominent attorney and author, 
who was one of the prosecutors at the famous 
Nuremberg War Crimes Trial that took place at the 
end of World War II. While serving as a member of 
Parliament, Airey was killed on March 30, 1979 by 
a bomb planted in his car by a radical Irish Repub-
lican Army group of terrorists known as the Irish 
National Liberation Army, which was a splinter 
group of the IRA. Since that time, Hugh as served 
as vice chairman of the of the Airey Neave Trust in 
the UK.
     Following his divorce from his first wife, Hugh 
went on a blind date in East Hampton and met his 
future wife, Helene. They proceeded to have an 
intimate dinner and discovered that they had much 
in common. Indeed, they were a perfect match and 
so married in July 1993. Their marriage ceremony 
was performed by former St. Luke’s rector, Fritz 
Creamer, at St. John’s of Lattingtown in Locust 
Valley, New York.  Shortly after marrying, the cou-
ple purchased a house in Wainscott.
Though retired, Hugh serves on the board of the 
English Concert, which is a baroque orchestra 
based in London. In addition, he serves on the 
board of the English Concert in America, which 
will perform a concert of baroque music on origi-
nal string instruments at St. Luke’s. 
     Hugh joined St. Luke’s in 1990 and became a 
member of the vestry in 2017. He has two sons 
from his first marriage, both of whom live in En-
gland. His son Henry is colon rectal surgeon, and 
son Max is a producer of commercial and industrial 
videos and live-stream events. 
     Of our clergy, Hugh said that Denis is a perfect 
rector for St. Luke’s: he has done a magnificent job 
in manifold ways and will be difficult to replace. 
Of Leandra, he added that he has immense admira-
tion for her and regrets that we will eventually lose 
her, but would not be surprised if one day she is 
named bishop.



 POTENTIAL NEW WAY TO HELP ST LUKE’S:
 Ira Update: Required Minimum Distributions 
Waived

     This year’s CARES Act has opened an additional 
avenue from which you may contribute your pledge or 
other one-time donation.
     Under the SECURE Act enacted this past 
December, IRA owners and certain participants 
in qualified retirement plans are required to take 
distributions beginning at the age of 72. The mandatory 
beginning age had been 70½. Under the CARES 
Act, for the year 2020 there will be no mandatory 
distributions - no matter the account owner’s age.
     Many people have seen fluctuations in the balances 
of their retirement funds, and this provision allows 
those accounts to recover before forcing the liquidation 
of possibly depressed securities they may hold in order 
to make required distributions.
     The minimum age for making a tax-free transfer 
from an IRA to a charity remains at 70½, and the 
annual limit for such transfers remains at $100,000. 
However, because of the modification of deduction 
limits in 2020, one could exceed this limit.
     Example: A donor over the age of 59½ with a large 
IRA balance not needed for living expenses wants to 
give more of that IRA now but do so without paying 
taxes. In 2020, the donor withdraws $500,000 from 
the IRA and then contributes it to charity. This adds 
$500,000 to adjusted gross income, but the donor can 
deduct the entire $500,000 since charitable gifts in 
2020 are deductible to the full extent of adjusted gross 
income. The deduction offsets the taxable income, 
which is the equivalent of a tax-free charitable rollover.
     Your situation might be quite different. Maybe you 
want to make a gift from your IRA in the future but not 
now because it has lost quite a bit of its value. Thus 
you elect to make no withdrawals this year, let the 
account recover, and either next year or in the year you 
attain the age of 72 make charitable transfers to count 
towards your mandatory distribution requirements.
Please contact your tax advisor because St. Luke’s 
doesn’t provide tax advice.

VESTRY

Holly Whitmore
Email: hollythomaswhitmore@gmail.com
Merle McDonald - Aaron
Email: aaronm42@hotmail.com
Janie Miller
Email: miller7janie@gmail.com
Marcie Sohm
E-mail msohm@verizon.net
Hugh Tilney
E-mail: hjtilney@gmail.com
Sal Tocci
E-mail stocci@aol.com
Charles Riggi
E-mail mjsriggi@optonline.net
Jeffrey Sussman
E-mail: marketingpro@aol.com
Teresa Schurr
E-mail: terbob@verizon.net
David Cavalier
E-mail: davidcavalier@mac.com
Justin Udelhofen
E-mail: udelhofen@mac.com, 
              treasurer@stlukeseasthampton.org
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