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MISSION STATEMENT
God calls us, the people of St. Luke’s 
To open wide our doors in the name 
of Christ: 
To all who are young or old and need 
counsel:
To all who are strong and want a task;
To all who are lonely, weak or mourn,  
or need comfort. 
To all who are sinful and need a
Savior.
To all who are weary and need rest.
To all who are left out and need
acceptance;
To all who are grateful and need a 
place to give thanks.
To all in Christ’s name we say
“WELCOME.”

FATHER DENIS BRUNELLE
A Light Unto the Congregation



A Light Unto the Congregation,
From Arrival to Transition 

By Jeffrey Sussman

  As we do the work of transition and pre-
pare for Reverend Brunelle’s departure on 
June 26, it is appropriate that we honor his 
devotion to St. Luke’s and look at the life 
that brought him to us.

  Denis was born on the west side of Man-
chester, New Hampshire, which is the 
French Canadian side of the city. It is not 
surprising that French was his first lan-
guage, and he did not learn English until 
he attended the first grade. He is the oldest 
of five children, the only boy in a family 
of five girls. His father, a member of the 
Greatest Generation, a veteran of World 
War II, worked in construction, specializing 
in roofing and concrete work. His mother 
worked in a textile mill as a pocket maker.

  Denis attended all-boys Catholic schools, 
graduating in 1969, then attended a college 
seminary in Allentown, Pennsylvania. He 
thereafter attended Sacred Heart College 
Seminary for four years, earning a degree in 
theater and speech. He said that one reason 
he chose theater and speech was to over-
come his shyness. (Which we can all agree 
he not only overcame but triumphed over). 
In 1974, he attended the Theology Semi-
nary in Chicago, where he earned a Master 
of Theology and Homiletics degree. 

  While a student he spent a year in Bogota, 
Columbia, naturally becoming proficient in 
Spanish. Following graduation, he moved 
to Shelby, Ohio where he was ordained and 
worked at a retreat house, retooling clergy 
following the reforms of Vatican II.

  In addition, he worked with a Jesuit order 
learning the spiritual exercises of St. Ignatius. 
He left Ohio in 1982 and accepted a position 
as a minister in San Diego. But, by 1986, his 
conscience would no longer permit himself to 
live under the repressive and restrictive rules 
of the Catholic church regarding homosex-
uality.  It was a life changing and traumatic 
decision to leave the church of which he had 
been a member since early boyhood. Howev-
er, the loss to Catholicism has been a blessing 
to Episcopalianism. In order to become a min-
ister in the Episcopal church, Denis attended 
an Episcopal seminary, which he did for one 
year in Evanston, Illinois.  As an Episcopal 
rector, he served in churches in Long Beach, 
California; West Virginia; and Bayshore, New 
York.  From 2006 to 2009, he was the director 
of the Mercer School of Theology.

   When he arrived at St. Luke’s thirteen 
years ago, he served as priest-in-charge be-
fore becoming our rector. Bishop Provenzano 
had said to him that “the diocese needs you; 
St. Luke’s needs you.” And we did. As our 
rector, he has shown great respect for the 
dignity of each member of the church. He has 
attracted diverse members to the congrega-
tion. We have people from different faiths, 
different sexual orientations, different back-
grounds. And Denis  has loved each one of us 
as Christ has loved us.

   Now that he is preparing to leave us, he 
looks forward to returning to his family and 
roots in New Hampshire, where he will con-
tinue his ministry as a supply priest.

“When our par-
ents were driven 
out of Paradise, 
Adam is believed 
to have remarked 
to Eve: “My dear 
we live in an age 
of transition.” 
– William Ralph Inge,
 dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral
 



  He believes that with our choice of a new 
rector, St. Luke’s will continue to be a great 
and dynamic church, the cardinal church of 
Suffolk County.

  We shall no doubt miss Denis, his inspiring 
sermons, and welcoming bonhomie. In fact, I 
am sure we shall feel as Oliver Tearle wrote in 
his poem,

Epilogue:

Maybe our paths will cross
when this universe folds in and makes
another.
Maybe, at the point

when all that is, and all that’s ever been,
collapses into everything else and is remade,
our paths will cross, however briefly, and

our terminus become a junction.
It may be a long shot. I will take it
and hope and trust our paths will cross again.

Comments From the Vestry
About Reverend Brunelle

Charles Riggi:

 “As a person, Denis gave us all a new vital-
ity. He preached a gospel of ‘Radical Wel-
come’ to our congregation and our embrace 
of the wider community. As our rector and 
liturgist, he transformed our bulletins so that 
congregants and guests alike need not fum-
ble between the BCP and Hymnal. He intro-
duced the series ‘Enriching our Worship’ into 
our Eucharistic Prayers. Denis gave us new 
‘Prayers of the People’ to energize us and to 
reflect upon. I will miss him immensely and 
pray fervently that our new rector will build 
on his legacy.” 

Rev. Joseph Cundiff

 “Though I have only been serving the 
people of East Hampton alongside him for a 
few months, Denis has been a great source of 
knowledge and a mentor.  It has been a real 
privilege to learn from a man whose entire 
life has been dedicated to the glory of God 
through ordained ministry.”

Denis with Bishop Provenzano 2016

Denis with the new vestry 2010

Denis with Christian Villeneuve 2017



Comments From the Vestry
About Reverend Brunelle

(cont’d)

Teresa Schurr

 “When Denis arrived at St. Luke’s we were in a 
transition that was not as smooth as it could have 
been.  He made the transition an easy one for 
me.  He was engaging and open minded.  I will 
always remember he came to Sammi’s birthday 
party as one of his first events when he arrived.  I 
have never looked back and will always cherish 
the time I was able to spend with him.”

Janie Miller

 “I so remember Denis opening his arms to my 
Grandson Reife as he made his way down the 
aisle saying Peace be with you to everyone on 
all sides of the aisle!! And finally blessing him 
and giving him Communion!!! Reife will never 
forget that and neither will this Nonna!!!” 

Tina Giles 

 “I have been a member since my early child-
hood.  Father Denis is my 4th Rector.  I am grate-
ful for changes towards diversity and restoration 
of our beautiful church that Father Denis has 
brought about during his ministry at St. Luke’s.”

Mark Nelson

 “My partner, Anthony, and I were looking 
for a place to renew our Christian life togeth-
er.  He’s Catholic, and I was Lutheran, so we 
looked for a place that welcomed us each indi-
vidually, and accepted our committed relation-
ship.  We felt instantly at home at St. Luke’s 
the first time we heard Father Denis’ homily.  
Because of him we found not only a spiritual 
home, but a wonderful community of people 
who live Christ’s mission.  We are truly bless-
ed for all that he has done for us, and I became 
a member because of him last year.”

Lynn Czarnecki

 “Rev. Brunelle was a breath of fresh air for 
me seven years ago when I decided to find my 
new spiritual home at St. Luke’s. His sermons 
not only gave me a better understanding of the 
gospel, but were also very entertaining. His 
gift of weaving past (biblical) stories and pres-
ent events together has never disappointed.” 

Denis with the big cross Good Friday 2012

Denis reads to children Christmas Eve 2013



Hugh Tilney

 “Denis has been a great asset to St Luke’s 
during his time with us. He has worked 
tirelessly to include parishioners who had 
not previously worshipped at St Luke’s. His 
previous life, both as a Jesuit priest and as an 
actor gave him a very deep knowledge of the 
scriptures and a wonderful, self deprecating, 
sense of humor. His homilies and sermons 
have always been of the highest standard, 
very thought  provoking, and frequently with 
a touch of humor. I believe that many mem-
bers of the congregation, who may have paid 
little attention in the past, now listen intently  
to what he has to say.  Many rectors can 
stand aloof from their congregations, Denis 
has become a very good friend to many of 
us.”

Jeffrey Sussman

 “Denis has done an outstanding job of 
welcoming people from diverse backgrounds 
and points of view to be integral members of 
the congregation. For that and for so much 
more, I am grateful.”

Comments From the Vestry
About Reverend Brunelle

(cont’d)

Merle McDonald-Aaron

 “Thank you Reverend Brunelle for shep-
herding members of the congregation on the 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, allowing me to 
fulfill a lifelong dream.  Thank you for hav-
ing a vision for St Luke’s and the fortitude 
to bring that vision to fruition. You will be 
missed.”

John W. Hadden II

 “I will miss Father Brunelle greatly.  Over 
the last decade his sense of humor, ability to 
listen, thought provoking homilies, and pas-
toral care at key junctures have had a major 
impact on my life.  I want to thank him for 
invigorating our parish, extending St. Luke’s 
ministry, and providing each of us with the 
gift of St. Luke’s today – a gift that I pray we 
will steward in a manner, with our next rector, 
that would make him proud.

Denis with Cam Jewett 2010, 100th 
Birthday of St. Luke’s Church

Spaghetti dinner 2012



Father Denis Has Been Part of Our Lives

Pet Sunday 2016

Denis, Theresa Dettori and Rob Biondo 2010, 
100th Birthday of Lt. Luke’s ChurchEaster service 2019

Denis serves Communion, Easter 2019

Family Fair 2019



Denis at Outreach Awards 2016

Bishop Provenzano, Margaret Dunn, Denis, 2016

Skye, Lys and Denis Pet Sunday 2016

Easter Sunday 2019

Fellowship Party 
2018

Fellowship Party 
2017
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Denis with Martha, Denise, Lys, 
2016 Coffee Hour for Denise

Denis with the Wilson family, Family Fair 2017

Palm Sunday 2010

Denis with Patsy Howard, 2011


