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RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS
The leaves will soon be turning colors, and the beauty of the Lord’s 

creation becomes even more evident in this lovely corner of cre-
ation.  This issue of the TOWER introduces our new curate, the Rev. 
Leandra Lambert, with her reflections on Stewardship found in THE 
CURATE’S CORNER.  Mother Leandra comes to St. Luke’s at a 
wonderful time of growth and with the ability to bring to fruition the 
need for expanding our ministry into different areas. Leandra will fill 
in for me at times that I must be absent from the parish; she will be 
leading this year’s Bible Study on the Gospel of Luke, and exploring 
work with THE RETREAT, and bringing a type of chaplaincy to the 
women and children there who are escaping the violence of domestic 
abuse.  She and I discussed the possibilities of starting a young adult 
group here at St. Luke’s, where. young singles and couples (in their 
20s and 30s), can gather for support and maybe even discussions on 
various spiritual and moral issues facing them today.  I know she 
brings many gifts to our community, and I look forward to working 
with her in helping St. Luke’s to further its work as a spiritual center 
in East Hampton Village and Town.

You will also find in this issue some testimonies of members about 
Stewardship in support of the ministry we accomplish here.  My 
main goal in ministry is to help all people experience the encompass-
ing message and reality of God’s healing, saving, and merciful love 
for each one of us. To accomplish this partnership of Jesus’ mission 
that we share I need your help. That help is one of supportive prayer 
and supportive action. Prayer must undergird all of what we do here 
at St. Luke’s, which attracts people to us; action is what we do to 
make our faith evident to others.  These are the elements of steward-
ship referred to by time and talent, but there is another element that 
the Lord calls us to honor and that is our treasure. 

MISSION STATEMENT
God calls us, the people of St. Luke’s 
To open wide our doors in the name 
of Christ: 
To all who are young or old and need 
counsel:
To all who are strong and want a task;
To all who are lonely, weak or mourn,  
or need comfort. 
To all who are sinful and need a
Savior.
To all who are weary and need rest.
To all who are left out and need
acceptance;
To all who are grateful and need a 
place to give thanks.
To all in Christ’s name we say
“WELCOME.”
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Without sounding like one of the televangelists or 
PBS, your financial support to our ministry is key to 
our everyday work. Not long ago a member stopped 
by the office to ask me a clarification on the Prayers 
of the People response we had the previous Sunday: 
“Lord, I believe, help my unbelief.” For me it means 
something simple; I believe whole heartedly in what 
the Lord says in scripture, but when I am challenged 
with this verse from the prophet Malachi 3: 8 – 10: 
Will anyone rob God? Yet you are robbing me! But 
you say, “How are we robbing you?” In your tithes 
and offerings! You are cursed with a curse, for you are 
robbing me – the whole nation of you! Bring the full 
tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in 
my house, and thus put me to the test, says the Lord of 
hosts; see if I will not open the windows of heaven for 
you and pour down for you an overflowing blessing.” 
I believe that the Lord wishes to bless me a hundred 
fold as is promised here. But, my unbelief comes into 
play when I fight the command of this passage to 
tithe – to give 10% of the first fruits of my labor to the 
Lord. I say, “but I have bills to pay and other charities 
to give to.” The Lord responds back to me that it is 
good to give to other charities, but if I do not give to 
God the 10% of the first fruit of my labor I am missing 
out on blessings, overflowing blessings. It took me a 
great deal of time, but I need those blessings and so 
for the last 30 years of ministry I tithe to the Lord the 
first fruit of my labor back to the ministry of God in 
whatever parish I am minister in. And the truth is, the 
blessings are overflowing. 
  Please join me in trusting this promise of God. 

When you receive your pledge card this year, do not 
automatically put down the same figure you’ve written 
in for the last 5 years, increase your amount by 10% if 
possible. So if you give $52 a year, that would mean 
you give $57.20 this year. If you give $100 a year, that 
means you give back to the Lord $110 this year. 
  Ifyou’ve never pledged because you don’t want to 

make a commitment to giving, please know that we 
need you as part of our team, your pledge, no matter 
the amount. Whatever it is you might put into the alms 
basin every week or month is a good place to start 
with pledging. So if you throw a $5 bill in every week 
that means you can pledge $250 to start off. The Lord, 
and this parish, needs your support.  Please, seriously 
pray about this type of promise to the Jesus and his 
ministry in this place. 
  Does that mean sacrifice for me? Sure, that might 

be one dozen less donuts a week, or two Starbucks a 
week, or a pack of cigarettes a week, or a 6 pack of 
beer, or just name the sacrifice.  We are doing great 
things here and your partnership is essential. Believe 
in the Lord’s promise, and may the Lord help our un-
belief in that promise.  In Christ,  Fr. Denis +

SUMMARY OF VESTRY MEETING, AUG 25, 2018
By Marcie Sohm

The Vestry met on August 25th. In his Summer Fair Com-
mittee report, Sal Tocci indicated that the fair (133 years 
young!) was a success and generated a net of approximate-
ly $12,000. He pointed out that an analysis of the financial 
figures for the fair revealed areas in need of attention so 
that the net could be increased. Sal also pointed out that 
the Communications Committee will publish the first issue 
of The Tower on October 1st focusing on stewardship. 
(You are now reading it!) In her Stewardship Committee 
report, Dianne Benson said the church has received twenty 
new pledges this year, including $2,100.00 in the last few 
months. She underscored the importance of pledging as 
it provides the church with a clear idea of the anticipated 
income for the fiscal year and thus plan accordingly. Father 
Denis reported on behalf of the Buildings and Grounds 
Committee, informing the Vestry that the repair of the roof 
is now 75% finished. The next phase of the repair of the 
church will be the redoing of the interior stucco. Fr. Denis 
also pointed out that the baptistery will be relocated to the 
front of the church to provide more room for the family 
and friends to gather. As part of her Fellowship report, 
Janie Miller thanks John and Wendy Phillips for hosting 
church cocktail party on June 9th and indicated that they 
have offered their house for next year’s party. There was 
a brief discussion about moving the party to either before 
Memorial Day weekend or after the Labor Day weekend so 
that both Fr. Denis and Mo. Leandra can attend, given that 
they have mass at St. Peter’s chapel on Saturday evenings 
during the summer. In her report on the Art and Architec-
ture Committee, Mary Laughlin displayed a sample materi-
al for recovering the kneelers and pew cushions. In his rec-
tor’s report, Fr. Denis pointed out that Mo. Leandra will be 
integral in sharing the ministry of our sick and home bound 
parishioners as well as working with the younger members 
of the parish. The complete minutes of the Vestry meeting 
are available in the church office for anyone interested in 
reading them. The next meeting of the Vestry will be held 
on September 22nd. 

PERCENT
OF 

EXPENSES
COVERED

BY:



STEWARDSHIP
By Dianne Benson

   Stewardship…exactly what is it?  Literally 
stewardship is the management or looking after of 
another’s property.  In our case, that property is our 
Church, St. Luke’s of bountiful East Hampton, to 
which we are so dedicated and of which we are so 
proud.
   
   Upon joining the Vestry this year, I embraced the 
responsibility of chairing our Stewardship campaign, 
even though some thought it  a bit crazy — fund-
raising often being regarded as the toughest job 
— I have a different take entirely.  Having raised 
money for various garden pursuits and all sorts of 
arts organization, both usual and highly unusual, I 
dive into this enthusiastically.   Although the record 
keeping may turn out to be more than I bargained for, 
surely reminding my fellow St. Lukians to open their 
arms as well as their wallets should be a cinch.

   To research our upcoming Stewardship season, 
I’ve not only learned how other Churches do it and 
how we, St. Luke’s, have done it in both our leanest 
and our most successful years; but how each of you 
react to our Plea-to-Pledge.  Having learned that 
every one of you has a different method of measuring 
your commitment to Saint Luke’s, it is impossible to 
address you all with a single letter and so there will 
be several letters appropriate to those who are rather 
new to the Church and/or first-time givers, to those 
who we can steadily count on year after year, to those 
who surprise us with an unusually large increase (and 
in some unfortunate cases, a decrease) and of course, 
to those who are yet to be persuaded that making a 
Pledge is the single best way to help the Church.
   
   During October and November — for a mere two 
minutes or less — we will be hearing from fellow 
congregants on why and how each values their 
relationship to St. Luke’s.  Everyone reading this 
Tower newsletter holds the Church in high esteem, 
or you wouldn’t be reading this article.  Each of us 
translates this ‘value’ in various ways to establish a 
monetary amount – or personal measure of worth.  I 

welcome remarks from any one of you and encourage 
you to contact me if you would be so kind to share 
what is in your heart and your mind.

   Because it is possible to make your pledge in many 
ways these days, the Church is happy to facilitate what 
pleases you or makes it easier.  Cash or checks in the 
old tried-and-true envelopes is not the only way.  And 
for those of you who have not discovered automatic 
banking, we can guide you through the new online 
world or accept your pledge in one lump sum, or 
quarterly, or weekly to best suit your means.

   We are so fortunate to live in a community 
enriched with cultural and agricultural abundance 
and especially to belong to an amazing growing 
congregation.  During this Pledge period, as we plan 
for another brilliant year, let us all embrace the vision 
and faith championed by our outstanding Rector, 
Father Brunelle.  Let us go wholeheartedly into 2019 
by responding to your pledge letters with rapid return 
envelopes that register your commitment to and 
confidence in St. Luke’s.   Dianneb724@icloud.com

WHY I PLEDGE
By Lionel Larner

   After years of being a casual Church attendee, I 
attended a service at St.Luke’s. Because of Father 
Denis Brunelle, everything resonated in a different 
way. It was as though a light had been switched on. 
I found myself not only attending regularly, but also 
looking forward to attending. The Church has given 
me as well as faith a sense of community. Of course, 
like everyone I popped a bill into the collection basket 
every week, but when I observed our beautiful church 
and the good charitable work it does, it was a privilege 
to have an opportunity to be part of it. St. Luke’s gives 
back a thousand fold of anything we can give it.

   As a parting note, I brought the renowned actress 
Glenda Jackson to St. Luke’s when she was visiting 
this spring. Like the rest of the congregation, she was 
not only impressed with Reverend Denis, but also with 
St. Luke’s and how well it is maintained. We are in a 
very special club. Think of it as club dues!

   My partner Josh Gregory and I feel very blessed to 
have this sanctuary where all is well with the world, 
while we sit in this hallowed space and leave the 
Church with a sense of hope for this troubled world.



WHY I PLEDGE
By Dale Leff

I believe in Jesus and the Bible as the guiding forces 
of my life.  My faith is most important, I trust Father 
Denis’ leadership as he feeds my heart and soul every 
Sunday.

I was raised a Presbyterian, however; I believe it’s not 
about one’s denomination, it’s to find a place, like St. 
Luke’s, that welcomes diversity, compassionate people, 
kind to the core of who they are, and it’s real.

   Giving to my faith is a family tradition, a family 
legacy of my wonderful parents.  They started a church 
in our living room in Indianapolis, and I could see how 
their involvement and use of their time, skills and fortu-
nate financial resources transformed their lives and the 
lives of their six children.

   There is no greater gift from God than to Let Go 
and Let God, always be present, to take me where he 
wants me to be; not where I may want to be.  His love 
transcends all.  I am emotionally invested to give to St. 
Luke’s to deepen my faith and receive the rich gift of 
Father Denis’ brilliant summary of Scripture and how it 
relates to my life every day.

I did my church shopping for years in East Hampton.  
St. Luke’s is where I belong, and where I want to be.

Faithfully yours,  Dale
   

SUPPORTING ST. LUKE’S
by Trudy Craney

My history with St Luke’s Episcopal Church began 
approximately 2 years ago. Born into an Italian-Irish 
American family, I was brought up in the Roman 
Catholic  faith. At the age of 18 years old, I left the 
church for many reasons. However, my spirituality 
with regard to Jesus as my moral compass was set.  
As a classical singer since the age of 11, music has 
been my primary form of prayer. When I sing, I 
pray. That, along with rigorous self-reflection, read-
ing the works of Bishop John Shelby Spong, and a 
constant effort to assist my fellow humans, became 
my open-air form of worship.

I knew it was time to find my true spiritual home 
that would include radical love, tolerance, gender 
and gay rights equality, racial justice,  and a deeply 
open, embracing, and transparent clergy and congre-
gation.

I attended one or two services at St Luke’s, having 
been greeted by kind, inviting people. 
 
I listened closely to Denis Brunelle’s homily after 

the gospel reading. His words, his courageous 
self-disclosure, and the committed atmosphere of 
the congregants were like an oxygen tank turned on 
full throttle to deprived lungs. Everyone who volun-
teered during the church service was committed and 
empowered, not subservient.  I have never been at 
a church where everyone felt as if they mattered to 
everyone around them with the attitude of ‘we are 
all in this together.’  

St. Luke’s is a true gift to me, someone who loves 
community, and the search for God. My gratitude 
is indescribable.  Although my financial situation 
is limited, I do support the church every year with 
a one-time donation as well as contributions to the 
weekly collection at service, when I am not up in 
the chorus singing.  For a place as unique and as 
special as St. Luke’s to continue functioning, it 
needs consistent support from its congregation. I 
give it gladly.      -  Trudy Craney, Sept 6, 2018
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A LIGHT UNTO OTHERS
By Jeffrey Sussman

The majority of Mark Fletcher’s years have been 
devoted to helping others. He began life in Brooklyn, 
sixty-nine years ago, the son of Jerry and Juanita Fletch-
er. His father was a lawyer, whose practice focused on 
criminal defense and civil litigation. His mother was 
a social worker for the New York City Department of 
Social Services. Up through the sixth grade, young Mark 
attended public school in Crown Heights. Thereafter, his 
parents wanted him to get the best education they could 
obtain for him, and so Mark was enrolled in the McBur-
ney Boys School on the upper west side of Manhattan. 
The school boasts a luminous list of alumni, such as J.D. 
Salinger (who fictionalized the school in Catcher in the 
Rye), Lewis Thomas, Ted Koppel, Bruce Wasserstein, 
Haynes Johnson, Felix Rohatyn, and Henry Winkler, 
among many other luminaries.  Mark took long daily 
subway rides to and from school and enjoyed the educa-
tion he received. 

Upon graduating from high school, Mark chose to 
attend his father’s alma mater, Fisk University in 
Nashville, Tennessee. It is highly regarded as one of 
the foremost black colleges in the country. There, 
Mark enrolled in pre-med courses. By the late 1960s, 
the country was consumed by regular demonstrations 
against the war in Vietnam, civil rights marches, and 
gay rights marches. The border of the cultural envelope 
was being pushed into unknown territories.  As the poet 
William Wordsworth wrote, “Bliss it was in that dawn 
to be alive, But to be young was very heaven.” And so 
Mark transferred to Long Island University in Brooklyn 
and changed his major to political science. It was the 
right subject for one drawn to the civil rights movement, 
where so many organizations were changing the culture 
of race relations. There was CORE, the NAACP, and 
that most charismatic and inimitable of leaders, Martin 
Luther King, a modern day Moses who wanted to lead 
his brothers and sisters out of clutches of Jim Crowism 
and into a promised land of freedom and opportunity.

   Mark graduated from LIU and was immediately hired 
as an addiction counselor in the department of psychiatry 
at Coney Island Hospital.  While there, he attended night 
classes at Hunter College’s Silberman School of Social 
Work. Mark ascended to a management position at the 
hospital where he worked for twenty-five years. Eventu-
ally he sought a change of culture and was hired as the 
director of transitional residences at Ministry Hospitality 
Project in Staten Island. There, he managed a twen-
ty-three bed facility that provided shelter to homeless 
people, drug addicts, and homeless people afflicted with 
HIV. He worked diligently to provide shelter for many of 
society’s outcasts and then find them permanent homes 
in apartment buildings in neighborhoods throughout the 
city. While there, Mark’s mother, who suffered from MS, 
died. Mark took a leave of absence. Following a peri-
od of bereavement, Mark decided to change his career 
again. He was hired to manage the construction and 
maintenance staff of Starrett City, the largest federally 
funded housing project in the United States. For twelve 
years, he oversaw Starrett’s staff and did not leave until 
2013, when he suffered a stroke. He was hospitalized for 
three months and was not sure if he would ever be able 
to walk or talk again. One of his vocal chords was per-
manently destroyed. Mark slowly recovered and was for-
tunate to have Brenda Dallison, his long-time girlfriend, 
by his side. They had been introduced in 1976, and their 
different religions (he’s Christian, she’s Jewish) posed no 
obstacle to their successful relationship. Though Mark 
hadn’t attended church for more than twenty years, he 
found God while in hospital. If there are no atheists in 
foxholes, as the saying goes, there may also be no athe-
ists in hospital beds, especially if one feels that all that 
awaits one is a dark abyss of nothingness.

 Following a trip to England, Mark returned to the 
house his father had built in East Hampton. While attend-
ing a Weight Watchers meeting in St. Luke’s in February 
2018, he perused the church’s weekly bulletin. Since his 
mother had been an Episcopalian, Mark decided to at-
tend services at St. Luke’s. He now attends church every 
Sunday, after which Brenda happily welcomes him home 
after every service. Their time together is one of Mark’s 
pleasures, along with gardening and cooking.

Of Reverend Brunelle, Mark stated: “He makes it easy 
to understand the message of God and relates it to our 
lives. He impresses me with the concept that we do 
God’s work by helping those in our community and not 
just focusing on ourselves. He is a warm and welcoming 
man. He has made St. Luke’s a sanctuary of safety for all 
people.”



CURATE’S CORNER

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but 
of many. If the foot would say, “Because I am not a 
hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make 
it any less a part of the body. And if the ear would say, 
“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” 
that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the 
whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If 
the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of 
smell be? But as it is, God arranged the members in the 
body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single 
member, where would the body be? As it is, there are 
many members, yet one body. 
1 Corinthians 12:14-20 (NRSV)

As a newly ordained cleric, I recently attended the first 
of a series of courses offered by the Diocese in their 
Clergy Education Program. There were about ten attend-
ees thinking through the topic for the day: Liturgy and 
Stewardship – very timely as churches prepare for the 
Stewardship season.

Liturgy is “the work of the people.” Although one 
person officiates or presides, our worship is a communal 
experience made richer by the contributions of the body 
of believers. Everyone has a particular gift, perspective 
and area of expertise to contribute. In his first letter to 
the Church at Corinth, St. Paul uses the human body to 
explain the unique gifts each individual member brings 
to the larger whole.

The Stewardship season is a call to discern prayerful-
ly how we employ all that we are and possess for the 
furtherance of the kingdom of God. The Church uses 
these three avenues when speaking of stewardship: time, 
talent, and treasure. 

Time: Whether or not I think I have enough time for 
things, the real question is what am I busy about? Is the 
time and effort I’ve given to this task building the King-
dom of God?

Talent: How am I developing and strengthening the 
expertise which God has given me? Is my talent blessing 
the ministries of St. Luke’s?

The Vestry members can help you discover ways to 
share your time and talent with the parish community.

Treasure: Scripture is replete with verses about money, 
possessions, and the right use of them, so that our re-
sources don’t distract us from our relationship with God 
and one another. 

The biblical standard is the tithe, or 10%. One clergy 
colleague made the distinction of the intentional giving 
rather than “loose change” or leftover giving. Giving 
with intention prioritizes our obligation to God, allowing 
us to return to God our first and best. Since God gives of 
His best to us, we ought to do the same. 

In the coming weeks, we will be engaged in a lot more 
conversations about stewardship. I look forward to ex-
ploring together our own practice of liturgy and steward-
ship at St. Luke’s.

Blessings to you,
Mother Leandra



SUMMER FAMILY FAIR 2018

IS THIS THE LONGEST RUNNING
EVENT AT ST. LUKE’S?  OR JUST THE
MOST FUN?

By Brian Craig

July 7th marked the day for our annual Family 
Fair, and a great time was had by all. Over the 
past few years, we’ve seen more and more young 
families attend, and this continued with many 
young ones enjoying the fun. The kids enjoyed 
carnival games, face-painting, arts and crafts fun, 
pony rides, and the bouncy water slide was a big 
hit. 

Perhaps most popular was under the big tent 
where clown Dikki Ellis performed, and the great 
Goat on a Boat Puppet Theatre was a big hit, too. 

Adults enjoyed plenty of great food, with sell-
outs for the fish tacos and Oscar’s oyster bar. 
Plenty of burgers and cold drinks were enjoyed, 
too. 

For shoppers, the vintage clothing booth fea-
turing bespoke suits, haute couture dresses and 
ready to wear clothing was a perennial favorite, 
and our silent auction featured many items for 
kids, from bikes to golf lessons. 

The Hamptons’ longest running fair, our Family 
Fair has been providing East End family fun for 
more than 100 years. Father Denis reminded us: 
“This is an open-house for the community and 
we welcome all to our parish. The fair also raises 
money for important local charities that serve the 
community. And it’s great fun!” 

Through the church’s outreach program, a por-
tion of the funds will be donated to charities such 
as Maureen’s Haven, Community Soup Dinners, 
and the Retreat. 
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ST. LUKE’S WEBSITE:
By Brian Craig

http://:www.stlukeseasthampton.org

Have you visited our web site? 
Lots of useful information is at your fingertips!

Want to check the time of a special service at St. 
Luke’s? Or see pictures of the Family Fair? How 
about meeting our clergy and vestry members? 

Our web site has over 50 pages of useful informa-
tion and interesting content. 

Any time you’d like, you can listen to Fr. Denis’ 
and Mo. Leandra’s sermons, or to recordings of the 
Bible study classes. Fr. Denis’ “Reflections” for the 
season are available, too. Plus, the scheduled scrip-
ture readings are posted. 

There’s information for those seeking a baptism 
for a child, and for arranging to be married at St. 
Luke’s. And if you are a Eucharistic Minister or 
Greeter, you can check your schedule. 

The calendar page shows what’s going on, and the 
worship schedule shows the timing and location 
for all services, including for Holy Week and the 
Christmas holidays. 

Information about the national church, as well as 
local East Hampton and East End services are at 
your fingertips. 

It is also easy to make a gift to St. Luke’s and you 
can schedule your stewardship to make it automatic 
– all on the web site. 

We hope you’ll visit the web site. It is there for all 
of us. 

Robert Biondo
Email:               rabiondo@hotmail.com 

Holly Whitmore    
Email:  htwanew@yahoo.com
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