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MISSION STATEMENT
God calls us, the people of St. Luke’s
To open wide our doors in the name
of Christ:
To all who are young or old and need
counsel:
To all who are strong and want a task;
To all who are lonely, weak or mourn,
or need comfort.
To all who are sinful and need a
Savior.
To all who are weary and need rest.
To all who are left out and need
acceptance;
To all who are grateful and need a
place to give thanks.
To all in Christ’s name we say
“WELCOME.”

CURATE’S CORNER
“A shoot shall come out of from the stump of Jesse, and
a branch shall grow out of his roots.”
-Isaiah 11:1

Sister Ansgar Holmberg, CSJ O Root
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CURATE’S CORNER (cont’d)
The season of Advent marks the beginning of
a new liturgical year for the Church. And this
season is my favorite.
For the past few years, I’ve meditated on this
painting during Advent. It reminds me that
Christ came to earth as a child. Even as Savior
and Messiah, he is still borne up in the hands of
his mother, Mary. It reminds me of my responsibility to help the children around me to grow in
God’s grace and favor.
Advent is a time filled with promise, preparation and expectation. No one models these hopes
better than children. During his ministry, Jesus
would tell the gathered crowd that unless they
became like children, they would not enter the
Kingdom of Heaven.
The wonderful mystery of Advent is its reminder that God is already with us at every moment,
particularly in the children among us. This Advent, I invite you to join me in meditating on this
painting. Share it with the children in your life
and allow God to speak through them. May their
wisdom help us to discover the hope, peace, joy
and love of the One whose presence is always
with us.
Wishing you a holy and blessed Advent,
Mother Leandra +

CONFIRMATION 2018
By Linda Melville
“Renew in these your servants the covenant you
made with them at their Baptism”.

Confirmation is the sacramental rite in which the
candidates “express a mature commitment to Christ,
and receive strength from the Holy Spirit through
prayer and the laying on of hands by a bishop.”
In the early Church the three Sacraments of initiation - Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist - were
celebrated in the same ceremony by adult catechumens. Once Christianity became the official state
religion and spread from the cities into the countryside, many more people were being baptized, and it
became impossible for bishops to preside at every
baptism. Consequently, they delegated baptism to
priests, but retained the function of performing the
initial anointing and laying on of hands at confirmation. Thus, the celebration of the Sacrament of
Confirmation was done at a later time than the celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism. When in the
Middle Ages it became the practice to confirm those
close to adolescence instead of infancy, theologians
began to teach that confirmation was the sacrament
of maturity. *
Confirmation together with the Sacraments of
Baptism and Eucharist constitute a process by which
the Spirit brings the believer to full union with the
community. Confirmation does not complete baptism
in the sense that baptism left something incomplete.
Rather, the two sacraments are united in the initiation process. Baptism is full initiation by water and
the Holy Spirit into Christ’s body the church (BCP,
p. 298). Accordingly, “those Baptized at an early age
are expected to make a mature, public affirmation of
their faith and commitment to the responsibilities,
the vows, of their baptism” (BCP p. 412).
On Saturday, October 27th, Bishop Provenzano
confirmed 13 teens from St. Luke’s at the Diocesan Confirmation held at Saint Mark’s Church in
Westhampton. He also received 3 adults from our

parish into the Episcopal Church. (The rite of
Reception is for baptized persons who have been
members of another Christian fellowship).
In his remarks, the Bishop reminded the confirmands, their sponsors and families that confirmation is not the end of anything: it’s not a
graduation, but a continuation. Confirmation
is a beginning of the time to stand and serve,
to continue a faithful life as an adult. Bishop
Provenzano stressed the idea that they now need
to take responsibility themselves for their spiritual
lives, emphasizing that “you’re not here because
your parents wanted you to [be here], but to fulfill
your own commitment to the baptismal promises.” After the confirmands renew their baptismal
covenants, the Bishop lays hands on them, saying,
“Strengthen, O Lord, your servant with your Holy
Spirit; empower them for your service.”
This year, our Christian Ed director, Colleen
Stonemetz, had two classes of young confirmands, one in June and one in late August, using
a book called My Faith, My Life, A Teen’s Guide
to the Episcopal Church. She gave each teen a
notebook to use as a “prayer journal.” Colleen
stressed to her confirmands that they need to see
confirmation as the next step in their faith lives,
that they need to take responsibility for their spiritual growth. They were baptized as infants, but
now they need to answer the baptismal questions
themselves.
What can we as a congregation do to help our
newly confirmed youth in their faith journeys?
Whenever there is a baptism, we all stand and
promise to do “all in our power to support these
persons in their lives in Christ.”
Colleen would like to offer some kind of youth
group activities to keep them involved in Saint
Luke’s. If anyone has any ideas or would like to
volunteer to help the young people to continue to
be energized and motivated, to keep Saint Luke’s
as part of their lives, please contact Colleen
Stonemetz.
We welcome all of the following:

Confirmands:
Sienna Bowen
Margaret Breen
Charles W. Corwin
Ryan T. Fleming
Avery W. Jaffe
Summer D. Jones
Reed E. Jones
Alexander R. Lombardo
Audrey R. Mansir
Elizabeth Birchmore Mellgard
Logan Rodgers
Sophia G.A.Villeneuve
Isabella Walsh
Received into the Episcopal Church
Erika Angulo
Victor DeAvila
Wilson Nieves
*For additional information on Confirmation, see
the Episcopal Church website www.episcopalchurch.org/library/confirmation or www.loyolapress.com/sacrements
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IN THE BLOOM OF YOUTH:
SOPHIA VILLENEUVE
By Jeffrey Sussman

You have probably seen Sophia Villeneuve,
young and pretty, sitting with her father Christian in Hoie Hall after the 10 AM service. She
arrives after assisting the teachers in the Sunday
school. Sophia began attending St. Luke’s Sunday School when she was a mere three-yearsold and continued until last year. She is now
twelve-years old, and her devotion to the school
and the church is part of her DNA. She enjoys
helping kids who are three and four-years-old
and looks forward each year to a new batch
of students, inspiring them to become regular
church goers, for she believes that Jesus should
be as important to their lives as He is to hers.
From her teachers, Sophia said, she learned to
pray for others, to pray for solutions to problems, and to pray for the health and well-being
of others. In particular, she commended Colleen
Stonemetz, for “she taught me everything I

know about Christ, and she is kind and patient
and giving.”
Though Sunday school continues to be an
integral part of her life, Sophia also enjoys the
study of math and competing in gymnastic
events. Of math, she said she enjoys it because
it helps her to understand and solve problems.
Of gymnastic competitions, she favors the uneven parallel bars; she has competed throughout
Long Island, proving to be a champion in meet
after meet.
As good as she is at gymnastics, she is currently taking a leave of absence to focus on
learning to be a dancer. Her favorite forms of
dance are hip-hop, lyrical, and ballet. She adds
to her terpsichorean talents by writing music
and lyrics: the ideal soundtracks for her dancing. As she described her interest in dance, I
was reminded of some lines from St. Augustine:
“Dancing demands a whole person, one who
is anchored in the center of life. I praise the
dance. O man, learn to dance, or else the angels
in heaven will not know what to do with you.”
The angels in heaven must surely be smiling at
Sophia.
While dance is one profession she aspires to,
acting is another. In addition, Sophia thinks she
might also want to be a psychologist. Why psychology? “I like to help people. Friends come
to me, and I try to help them solve their problems. Sometimes, I help them study for tests.
When a friend tells me that someone has spread
rumors, I say not to pay any attention.”
Sophia is an extraordinary person, and the
Sunday school would be well served if she were
to follow in the footsteps of Colleen Stonemetz
and teach other youngsters who would find her
words as inspiring as she has found those of her
teachers.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION PROGRAM:
Learning About Our Sunday School Teachers
Director Colleen Stonemetz: Upon learning
that the winter issue of the tower would cover our
Sunday school, its Christian Education Program,
and teaching staff, I thought it essential to introduce the congregation to our popular and successful Christian education program.
Director: I am the 13th generation in East
Hampton and two of my sisters are grandmothers,
so we have 15 generations (on the Bennett side)
here in East Hampton. Bruce (my husband) and
I got married here at St. Luke’s back in 1991,
27 years ago! My background is in education,
having attended school in Pennsylvania after
high school and later graduated from the Suffolk
County Police Academy in 1985. My career
was in emergency communications with the East
Hampton Village Police Department; however,
after marrying the Chief’s son, (that’s job security!), I also managed to teach religious education,
health, and physical education part-time while
also working as a volunteer coach. Our two
daughters, Shauna and Bridget, can often help
mom here at the church. Shauna recently became
engaged, and is planning her wedding for the fall
of next year at St. Luke’s.
Teresa Schurr: I am a 12th generation Bonacker and have lived in East Hampton/Springs
my entire life. Having gone to school in Springs
and graduating from EHHS, I am now an insurance broker with the designation of an accredited
adviser of insurance management. I married my
Bob here in 1995, and we have one daughter,
Sammi.
Sandra Wolge: I grew up in Vermont and Westchester County, where I attended High School,
College, and Graduate School. Through my

educational and professional experiences, I have
taught students from nursery to undergraduate for
over 40 years. I have also taught English and continued my education to work in corporate finance.
Fran Graham: I have lived in East Hampton my
whole life. I went to college where I studied elementary education and ran the Neighborhood ouse
Pre-K program for 28 years. Now I am a bookkeeper for Van Dyke & Hand CPA. My three sons
are all married, and I have one grandson, Bryce,
and two granddaughters, Spencer and Sawyer.
Kelly Hillerud: I was born and raised in East Hampton and have never lived anywhere else. I’m a member
of the King family. I have two children Cody, who is
twenty-two years old, and Krysten, who is twenty. I
work as an accountant for two private companies, one
in Sag Harbor and the other in Southampton.
Eileen O’Reilly: I’m a native New Yorker, having
grown up in Manhattan, and have been visiting East
Hampton since I was a teenager. We finally bought a
house here when my second daughter was born and
have been coming here almost every weekend for 20
years. My daughters both attended Sunday school here;
and when they aged out, they started helping with the
pre-k and nursery classes. I have been working in finance in Manhattan for more years than I care to admit.
Director: So what was it that first brought you here
to St. Luke’s?
Director: I came to St. Luke’s to be married. Fritz
Creamer was our officiant. He knew Bruce and me.
Fritz knew Bruce from his younger days here at St.
Luke’s. Grandpa Stonemetz had responsibilities that
would be similar to those of Oscar and Charlie. Fritz
knew me because of my grandmother, Olga Collins,
who was a lifelong active member of St. Luke’s. Although I was raised at Most Holy Trinity, I was often
here at St. Luke’s for various events and services. I
believe it was 1992 when I was received into the Episcopal Church. In 2012, Reverend Brunelle asked if I
would consider becoming Director of Christian Education, and after a split second, I said “YES”!
Fran: I came here in 1983 to be married and was
attracted by the beauty of the church.

CONT’D

Sandra: Sixteen years ago, I came to St. Luke’s as
a substitute teacher and never left! Then, looking for a
way to enhance my sense of spirituality and serve God, I
progressed to classes with Reverend Price and was then
confirmed.

Kelly: There have been so many over the years.
However, if I had to choose one, I think it may have
been the Christmas Pageant a few years ago that had
a lot of humor in it. Both the children and the parents
seemed to enjoy it very much.

Kelly: I have been at St. Luke’s forever! I was baptized, confirmed, and stayed until I aged out of Sunday
school. From there, I assisted on the alter; and at the age
of eighteen, I started teaching in the nursery. It’s been
about 27 years!

Sandra: Too many memories to mention and too
precious to forget! Moments where little ones are trying to pronounce Samaritan, or shouting “NO!” as the
Pharaoh did to Moses. My best memories, however,
are the confidences the children feel safe to share with
me, often humorous and sometimes serious. Conversations with Big Jack S. discussing God and heaven,
having Aidan reach for my hand to hold during a
service for his Mom, or hearing how “it’s raining in my
house, Miss Sandy” (a leaky roof), all remain precious
and heartwarming.

Eileen: One of our first friends from East Hampton
recommended St. Luke’s, and we found a warm and
welcoming community spearheaded by Darwin and
Grace Price.
Director: In the years that you have spent in our
Sunday school classes, what is it that keeps you coming
back, year after year?
Teresa: For me, it has been the wonderful experience
of having watched the children grow up. I have also
made tremendous friendships with the other teachers.
They are all great people, and some have been doing this
much longer than I have been teaching!
Eileen: I have to second what Theresa said – I love
watching the children grow and mature, and really feel
honored to be a small part of that process. And the other
teachers are truly some of the best people I’ve ever met.
Kelly: In my whole life, St. Luke’s has been the one
place I have felt at home. With that and the fact that the
children are here keeps me returning year after year. I
also feel that this program is very important to offer the
children.
Fran: Simply put, the love of learning and spreading
God’s message of love and faith: that is what keeps me
returning to the classroom.
Sandra: I believe teaching is a privilege and an honor.
Being a part of a child’s life and development is important, and I love the children. I also like to offer a place
for them to feel loved, safe, welcomed.
Director: In your time spent in the classroom. Do you
recall an event, a program, or student that has become a
precious memory?

Fran: Besides the many Christmas Pageants, the
most memorable event for me was the Easter presentation of “Walk with Jesus”
Teresa: Yes, the “Walk with Jesus” program was
special, but remember too that the first presentation a
few years back was not well attended, however, it was
one of the best programs we have ever done. Because
those of us who did participate in the event were so
overwhelmed, we were able to adjust the presentation
and bring it back this past Easter season.
Director: Why do you think God called you to teach?
Teresa: I am not sure, I think He just needed a
“body” because I feel my calling is not in teaching. I
like helping and that is where my strength is.
Director: There are many ways in which a child
learns, and a teacher teaches. Teresa, you, are indeed a
teacher, and God truly has called you to be among the
children. Your presence, commitment, and creativity
as well as your hard work and spirit contribute to our
success in our Christian Education program.
Sandra: My calling to teach comes from a love of
God and children.
Kelly: I feel that I was called by God to teach because this is where He knew I was needed most at St.
Luke’s.
Fran: I love children and I hope that God saw that in
me and thought I would help spread the good word of
love and faith.
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Director: What is that you would most like the parishioners of St. Luke’s to know about our Christian
Education program?
Fran: I would like everyone to know that we all try
very hard to provide a program to keep the students
engaged in learning about God. Our Children’s Service starts our Sunday with prayers and a lesson. We
hope to shape the lives of these students, who will
become well-rounded adults; and perhaps, they too
will feel the spirit of God surrounding them with love,
so that one day they will continue to spread the good
word.
Teresa: I would like to say that I hope parents will
ask their children what they have learned. You would
be surprised at how much they know and how much
they are excited about the program. I would also
add that the hiring of Colleen Stonemetz gave our
program a leader with vision and enthusiasm that had
been missing in the years before. She is wonderful
with parents and the children.
Eileen: I’d like the community to know that our
Christian Education classes follow the same readings
shared in church, and are tailored to the children’s
learning levels. We try to make the lessons engaging
and entertaining, while providing a safe and loving
place for children to share their thoughts and experiences as well.
Sandra: I would like our parishioners as well as our
parents to know that a Sunday school program may be
a child’s first experience with church and God. Here
at St. Luke’s, we love all our children and we do our
best to be positive messengers.
Director: Our Christian Education program has
seen much growth in the last few years, thanks to
your commitment not only to the program, but also to
the children.

SUNDAY SCHOOL MEMORIES:
From Steve Thomas:
When I was approached by Martha Murray
about writing a few sentences about attending St.
Luke’s church school in the mid 60’s, I immediately thought of my teacher Mrs. Pool. She was
so kind and nice, and that left a strong and wonderful memory. We were taught church seasons
and colors, well known verses and basic Christian
history. Needless to say, it was school on Sunday
and being a young boy, it wasn’t where I wanted to
be. That being said, we did have fun and learned
some important ideals.
A post script on : Mrs. Pool was mother of Jimmy
Pool who attends St. Luke’s today with his wife
Cindy and was our first female Vestry member.
Oscar Giles was also a student at the same time.
From Martha Murray:
In the 70’s, we taught Sunday School in pairs and
my partner was Connie Parr (long gone from East
Hampton, but at that time a very active member of
our church). We taught 5th grade and one of our
students was Mark Crandall (son of Milford and
Susan). Mark was a cut-up and added humor to
our classes and a challenge to the teachers. When
Roberto Clemente was honored recently, Connie called to remind me of one lesson she taught
which was about Roberto Clemente, his humanitarian work and his untimely death in a plane crash
while delivering aid to Nicaragua.
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