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Rite I - Holy Eucharist  8:00 AM 
Pentecost 12 - Proper 17 

31 August 2025 
 

God calls us the people of St. Luke’s  
to open wide our doors in the name of Christ: 
To all who are young or old and need counsel: 

To all who are strong and want a task; 
To all who are lonely, weak or mourn and need comfort; 

To all who are sinful and need a Savior; 
To all who are weary and need rest; 

To all who are left out and need acceptance; 
To all who are grateful and need a place to give thanks and pray; 

To all who are called by worship of the Lord into community outreach; 
To all in Christ’s name we say “WELCOME.” 

 
Order of Service 

 
 

Prelude                             Fantasy in C Major                                 Bach 
(BWV 570) 

 
                                             

Opening Acclamation:  
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

Collect for Purity (Congregation recites together.) 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
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Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments 
hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us.   
Christ, have mercy upon us.  
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

 
A Collect for Labor Day                
The Lord be with you.  And with thy spirit. Let us pray: (Silence is ap-
propriate.) Almighty God, you have so linked our lives one with anoth-
er that all we do affects, for good or ill, all other lives: So guide us in 
the work we do, that we may do it not for self alone, but for the com-
mon good; and, as we seek a proper return for our own labor, make us 
mindful of the rightful aspirations of other workers, and arouse our 
concern for those who are out of work; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Word of God 
(Please be seated for the readings from the Scripture.) 

 
The Hebrew Testament Lesson                  Jeremiah 2:4 –13 
This is a reading not contained in the regular lectionary. Chapter 2 of Jeremiah is a 

series of indictments against Israel, connected by their content rather than by the fact 
that they originally constituted one single prophecy from Jeremiah. The verses in 

today’s reading speak of Israel’s unfaithfulness towards God, which goes back to the 
very beginning of its national existence when its ancestors first entered the land. They 

abandoned the Lord, the God who had delivered them from Egypt, and worshiped 
instead the gods of the land—the detested forms of Baal. 

 

Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the 
house of Israel. Thus says the Lord: What wrong did your ancestors 
find in me that they went far from me, and went after worthless things, 
and became worthless themselves? They did not say, “Where is the 
Lord who brought us up from the land of Egypt, who led us in the wil-
derness, in a land of deserts and pits, in a land of drought and deep 
darkness, in a land that no one passes through, where no one lives?” I 
brought you into a plentiful land to eat its fruits and its good things. 
But when you entered you defiled my land, and made my heritage an 
abomination. The priests did not say, “Where is the Lord?” Those who 



3 

handle the law did not know me; the rulers transgressed against me; 
the prophets prophesied by Baal, and went after things that do not 
profit. Therefore once more I accuse you, says the Lord, and I accuse 
your children’s children. Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and look, send 
to Kedar and examine with care; see if there has ever been such a 
thing. Has a nation changed its gods, even though they are no gods? 
But my people have changed their glory for something that does not 
profit. Be appalled, O heavens, at this, be shocked, be utterly deso-
late, says the Lord, for my people have committed two evils: they 
have forsaken me, the fountain of living water, and dug out cisterns 
for themselves, cracked cisterns that can hold no water.  
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Psalm 81:1, 10-16        
A psalm of festival praise and an exhortation to worship the Lord alone. 

 

1 Sing with joy to God our strength* 
and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob. 

10 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land  
of Egypt and said,* 

“Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.” 
 

11 And yet my people did not hear my voice,* 
 and Israel would not obey me. 

12 So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts,* 
 to follow their own devices. 

 
13 Oh, that my people would listen to me!* 

 that Israel would walk in my ways! 
14 I should soon subdue their enemies* 
 and turn my hand against their foes. 

 
15 Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him, * 

and their punishment would last for ever. 
16 But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat * 

and satisfy him with honey from the rock. 
 
  

The Epistle                             Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
In this reading Christians are urged to live moral, hospitable and charitable lives, 
recalling the faith  and examples of their leaders, but especially the unchanging  

Jesus. The leaders referred to are the founders of this church who have now died. 
Jesus Christ, however, remains with his people, in the past, present and future.  
Scripture says that God will never forsake us, and, with the Lord as our helper,  

there is no need to be afraid. 
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Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without 
knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in 
prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you your-
selves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let 
the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and 
adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content 
with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake 
you.” So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will 
not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?” Remember your leaders, 
those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their 
way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever. Through him, then, let us continually offer a 
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 
Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacri-
fices are pleasing to God.  
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Sequence Hymn   Come, Sinners, to the Gospel Feast  Bulletin p. 15 
 
 
The Holy Gospel (Please stand.)                  Luke 14:1, 7-14 
In the Gospel Jesus tells a parable about humility and teaches his host that he should 
invite the poor and infirm to his feasts. Both the parable and the teaching have a still 
deeper significance. The reign of God is the Lord’s gift which comes to those who do 

not presume their place in it. By his actions as well as his words Jesus’ ministry 
shows that the kingdom is open to those whom others consider outcast. People who 
share in God’s ruling love and justice are to have a transformed attitude toward the 

poor and needy. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

 

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 
Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told 
them a parable. “When you are invited by someone to a wedding ban-
quet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more dis-
tinguished than you has been invited by your host; and the host who 
invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your 
place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 
But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that 
when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; 
then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with 
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you. For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted.” He said also to the one who had 
invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your 
friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they 
may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But when you give 
a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And 
you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be re-
paid at the resurrection of the righteous.”  
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
 
The Sermon            The Rev. Richard Witt, Executive Director 
              Rural and Migrant Ministries 
 
 
The Nicene Creed    
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,  
  seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,  
  Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,  
  not made, of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  
  by the power of the Holy Spirit he became  
  incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
  and was made fully human.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again in accordance  
  with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
  seated  at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
  dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped  
  and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People  
When we live God’s way, both individually and as a community, we 
will be greatly blessed. Let us do the work of prayer that God has asked 
of us. We pray for The Church of South India (United) and Spouses of 
Diocesan Clergy. 
 
As the body constantly breathes, may the Church, the body of Christ, 
constantly pray, breathing God’s life into all its members and activities.  
The Lord is our helper: we shall not be afraid. 
 
As a new week begins in our world, and our nation remembers Labor 
Day, may wrong priorities be challenged and adjusted, may our socie-
ties reflect God’s concern for righteousness, true justice and responsive 
love, and may all leaders grow in humility, attentive to the needs of 
those they serve.  
The Lord is our helper: we shall not be afraid. 
 
As we call to mind our loved ones, all who depend on us, and those on 
whom we depend, all with whom we laugh, cry, work or play, cleanse 
and refresh our relationships and give us greater love, understanding 
and forgiveness.  
The Lord is our helper: we shall not be afraid. 
 
We think of those who are in prison, locked in cells or depression or 
dysfunctional bodies; we think of those in hospitals, those unable to 
reach medical help and those on long waiting-lists for operations; as we 
think of them all, we pray for them all, especially our sick and home-
bound, those who have asked for our prayers, those on our parish pray-
er list (pause), the members of our armed forces serving at home and 
abroad, all those affected by violence and war, for the victims in Min-
nesota, and for the end of gun violence. We pray for the end of anti-
Semitism and all forms of hate, for the people of Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, 
Iran, and all troubled areas of the world. 
The Lord is our helper: we shall not be afraid. 
 
We remember the dying and those who love them; we remember those 
whose earthly life has come to an end, and we commend them to God’s 
undying love.  
The Lord is our helper: we shall not be afraid. 
 
With love in our hearts for God our Maker and Redeemer, we choose to 
walk in his ways through this day and all our days. We ask divine 
blessing on those who this week celebrate birthdays: Makayla Gatlin, 



7 

Carrie Gilbert, Dylan Schaefer; and anniversaries: Jack & Ruth Ann 
McSpadden.  
The Lord is our helper: we shall not be afraid. 
 
It would be a joy for us to be as you are, O Lord, toward the least of 
things on earth. We ask for your peacefulness, your humility, your in-
nocence, both for ourselves, and for all the world. For there is no going 
home to you without our brothers and sisters, and through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
 
 
The Confession, Absolution and Peace 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be 
kept.)  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against 
thee in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved thee with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in thy will, 
and walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy Name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath prom-
ised forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and 
true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you 
from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and 
bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And with thy spirit. 

 
 

The Holy Communion 
 
 

Offertory Anthem        Sacrifice of Praise                             Martin                  
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving Prayer I                 BCP 333 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 
 
 



8 

The Invitation to Holy Communion 
Words of welcome (from the Iona Community): “Come to this table, you who 
have much faith and you who would like to have more; you who have been 
here often and you who have not been here for a long time; you who have 
tried to follow Jesus and you who have failed.  Come.  It is Christ who invites 
us to meet him here.”  Gluten-free hosts are available for those who need 
them. If you do not wish to receive wine, or only wish a blessing, cross your 
hands over your chest as you come forward.  

 
 

Communion Anthem      
                                Gift of Finest Wheat  Westendorf/Kreutz  

     
 Hymn #321            My God, thy table now is spread 
 
 
The Postcommunion Prayer  
Let us pray. Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee 
for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual 
food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness 
towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mys-
tical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; 
and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And 
we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy 
grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such 
good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all 
honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 
 
 

The Blessing & Sending Forth                                        
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you, and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Postlude                         Toccata in D Minor                           Mailly 
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Wine used for communion today was donated  
in memory of Gina Lincks Dau by Herman Dau 

 

 — 
   Eucharistic Ministers: Charles Riggi (First Reading), 

 Merle McDonald-Aaron (Prayers) 
Second Reading: Marshall Watson 

Altar Guild: Pat Hand, Charles Riggi 
 

— 
 

The following request our prayers  
for God’s Loving and Healing Mercy: 

Lloyd A. Ibert, Mark Gregory, George Kneip, Ken Detelich,  
Tom Fleming, Deirdre Henderson, Jeffrey Lane, Cathy Roxbury,  

Evelina Langdale, Mary Mason, Roberta Moran, Helen, 
Nivia Maldonado Rodriquez, Ramon Torres Robles, Jim Brandi,  
Ann Marie Salerno, Paulette Brinka, Anne Holton, Tony Puchta,  

Jacki Powers, Mark D’Alessio, Luke Francis, Adele Sadiq,  
Julie Nielson, Ed Krug, Charles Lewis, Richard H., Joanne,  

Robbie Balnis 
 

— 
 

Notices and Announcements 
 

Welcome the Rev. Richard Witt 
We welcome the Rev. Richard Witt as our preacher and celebrant to-
day. Richard is the Executive Director of Rural and Migrant Ministries 
https://ruralmigrantministry.org/ (which includes work in Riverhead 
and most recently with the Caravan of Hope). He is a long-time friend 
of Father Ben who was blessed by having his mother in his previous 
congregation.   

 
 

Labor Day Break 

The church office will be closed for the holiday, reopening on 
Wednesday, September 3. 

 
 

Prayer List Refresh 

Our prayer list will be refreshed the first week of September.  Please 
email the office with any names you would like to add or have remain 
at tower18@stlukeseasthampton.org. 
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Thank You, St. Luke’s! 
The Outreach Committee would like to thank all those who generously 
donated to our Back to School Supply Drive! The response was over-
whelming and supplies have been distributed to kids and families in 
need from Riverhead to Montauk. The basic supplies now cost families 
over $100 per child. Your thoughtful donations made a huge difference. 
Thank you! 

 
 

Greeters at 10am 
This lovely opportunity is open to everyone.  It is another way to con-
nect with one another, wear your Sunday best and get to know Oscar.  
Please sign up for a future date or email Dianne Benson at   
dianneb724@icloud.com for your place on the schedule. 

 
 

Choir Comeback  
We will have a pickup choir at the 10am service on the first Sunday of 
each month. Rehearsal will be after the 10am service the week before. 
For more information, contact Bobby Peterson. 

 
 

Ingathering Event 
It is tradition at St. Luke’s to replenish the sacramental wine by asking 
parishioners to buy one or more bottles of Christian Brothers Tawny 
Port (carried at Park Place Liquors in East Hampton) in honor of or for 
remembrance of loved ones, or in gratitude for blessings received. 
There will be an ingathering of the wine to be blessed. When a new 
bottle is opened, the accompanying dedication will appear in the bulle-
tin.   
 
 

Coffee Hour 
The Pot-luck Coffee Hour has been so successful, we are keeping it go-
ing. Please continue to bring something to share! Don’t forget to re-
trieve your serving dish/utensils at the end of coffee hour from the 
kitchen. 

 
. 
 

 

 

 
 

mailto:dianneb724@icloud.com
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Reflecting on 8 Days, 1,000 Miles & 50 Stops, in Honor of Im-
Reflecting on 8 Days, 1,000 Miles & 50 Stops,  

in Honor of Immigrant Workers 
 

What a powerful thing it is to bear witness. What strength there is 
when we do it in numbers. 
 
From August 2-9, Rural & Migrant Ministry led a statewide caravan 
— Save New York’s Rural Economy: A Journey of Empathy — to 
foster an appreciation for immigrants by holding up their humanity 
and emphasizing their essential contributions to New York’s rural 
economy and agriculture. Our goal: To change the narrative surround-
ing immigration, and to deliver a message of love to policymakers 
caught in the vitriol of denying the humanity of immigrants — and in 
turn, destroying our communities, damaging our economy and threat-
ening our collective wellbeing. Along the way, we encountered right-
eous people and heard stories of humanity that we will never for-
get. Throughout the week, nearly 2,000 people joined our core group 
of 15 RMM staffers, volunteers and allies.  It all kicked off right here 
at St. Luke’s! 
 
Our 1,000-mile journey from the Atlantic Ocean to Lake Erie took us 
through communities across New York State, from the South Fork of 
Long Island, through the Hudson Valley and Capitol District to the 
North Country, along the Canadian border, all the way to Buffa-
lo. Along the way, we supported local businesses, and led 50 vigils at 
farms and farmers markets; historically significant locations such at 
the Harriet Tubman Home, Frederick Douglass Burial Site, Fort On-
tario Emergency Refugee Shelter (a World War II internment camp) 
and the Women’s Rights National Historical Park; churches and syna-
gogues; Congress members’ offices, courthouses and colleges; parks 
and nursing homes; state welcome centers, child care centers and fed-
eral detention centers.  We took this journey because a critical conver-
sation is taking place right now in Washington, D.C., and across the 
country about the treatment of immigrants, and specifically, farm-
workers. True to our mission, RMM has sought to uphold the truth 
that our communities are far stronger when we are cherishing one an-
other than when we are abducting people. Our Caravan drew attention 
to this debate, not as a form of protest, but as a public witnessing that 
was carried out as much in the traveling from place to place as in the 
vigils themselves.  
 
People took notice: At every stop, we were enthusiastically received 
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by community members who share our call to justice. We were greeted 
with cheers and applause; passing traffic honked in support of our sign-
covered vehicles, flashing peace signs and thumbs-up. In the Hudson 
Valley City of Kingston, we were welcomed at Old Dutch Church by 
nearly 200 souls and a marching band! Most everywhere, folks went 
out of their way to thank us for being among them and calling attention 
to the oppression of immigrants, and the destruction of rural economies 
brought about by their persecution. Some 20 media reports featured the 
Caravan — in print, on the radio, on television, and on social media — 
amplifying our message even further.  
 
We were also met, infrequently, with opposition: Occasional jeering, 
taunting, name-calling, and in one instance, being chased by a loud car 
with a Trump flag that encircled us at a gas station. But for each case of 
aggression, there were instances of love, welcome, acceptance and grat-
itude for our arrival. We know that those folks may be loud, but they 
are outnumbered. And they only served to strengthen our resolve to 
share a message of hope. 
 
Across isolated communities throughout the state, we were struck by 
the effort and determination of so many people who seek justice; they 
imbued us with energy, inspiration and the will to continue our work. 
And, importantly, the Caravan helped us build support and partnership 
for RMM’s ongoing programs. As we ended the Caravan at Trinity 
Church in Buffalo, we — and the people we traveled and gathered with 
— remained determined to continue the journey of working for justice. 
We will not back down from our call for empathy and justice, because 
this work is too important, and there is too much at stake. To all those 
who participated in the Caravan, we are beyond grateful for your col-
laboration, your support, and your heart.  
 
We’d like to thank the Immigration Research Initiative for their part-
nership and for providing important information about the effects of 
mass deportations on New York farms and communities, as well as da-
ta about agriculture across the state. (Some facts and figures from IRI: 
There are an estimated 57,000-67,000 farmworkers in New York, and 
more than 30,000 farms; the market value of New York agriculture is 
$8 billion each year; New York State is the country’s No. 1 producer of 
yogurt, No. 2 producer of apples, No. 2 producer of wine and No. 5 
producer of milk.)  A number of co-sponsors also joined RMM in the 
Caravan initiative: New York State Catholic Conference, Episcopal Di-
ocese of New York, Episcopal Diocese of Long Island, Episcopal Dio-
cese of Rochester, and more. 
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Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church 
Office Hours: Mon.—Thurs., 9am – 4 pm, Fri. 9am—12pm 

18 James Lane, East Hampton, NY 11937 
www.stlukeseasthampton.org 

631-329-0990 (Telephone)  | 631-329-1674 (FAX) 
Office: tower18@stlukeseasthampton.org  
Rector: rector@stlukeseasthampton.org, 

Director of Christian Ed: christianed@stlukeseasthampton.org 

 

REGULAR SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP 
Sunday Eucharist – 8 a.m. (Rite I) & 10 a.m. (Rite II) 

Wednesday Eucharist Service - 10 a.m. (Rite II) 

Saturday at St. Peter’s Chapel (Memorial Day-Labor Day) - 5:30 p.m. 

(Rite II) 

 

VESTRY 

Brian Craig, Senior Warden, David Mellgard, Junior Warden 

Lucy Kazickas, Martha Murray, Eileen O’Reilly (2026) 

John Hadden (Treasurer), Dan Mongan, Roy Parker (2027) 

Caroline Dean, Hersey Egginton, Kitt Zuk (2028) 

 

STAFF 

The Rev. Dr. Benjamin A. Shambaugh, Rector 

Robert Peterson, Music Director | Tara Brinka, Parish Administrator  

Colleen Stonemetz, Christian Ed. Director | Oscar Giles, Verger 

 

Digital Giving to Support our Ministries 
Your time, talent, and treasure are vital for St. Luke’s to bring the Good 
News of Christ Jesus to the people of East Hampton and the world.  You 
can contribute via the QR code below or by using Venmo 
(@StLukesEHNY). Or you can support our ministries by giving via our 
parish website: www.stlukeseasthampton.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Scripture translation is from the New Revised Standard Version Bi-
ble ©1989 by the  Division of Christian Education of the National Coun-

cil of Churches of Christ in the USA and used with permission. 


