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RECTOR’S REFLECTIONSMISSION STATEMENT
God calls us, the people of St. Luke’s 
To open wide our doors in the name 
of Christ: 
To all who are young or old and need 
counsel:
To all who are strong and want a task;
To all who are lonely, weak or mourn,  
or need comfort. 
To all who are sinful and need a
Savior.
To all who are weary and need rest.
To all who are left out and need
acceptance;
To all who are grateful and need a 
place to give thanks.
To all in Christ’s name we say
“WELCOME.”

SUMMER REFLECTIONS

When congregations hear the word “TRANSITION”, a certain sense 
of anxiety and fear sets into the psyche of the members.  However, 
transition is always, as believers in Jesus know, a time for allowing the 
Lord to help us let go of fears and trust in the Holy Spirit.  I continu-
ously mention to other parishes that I am leading through transitions 
to hear the words of Jesus that are said repeatedly to the disciples: “Do 
not be afraid!” “Fear not!” “Trust me, come and follow me!” So dear 
brothers and sisters of St. Luke’s, I call to your attention those words. 
Because if you are fearful, anxious, or trying to control the transition, 
you are not following the Lord or listening to the Holy Spirit. This is 
a time for St. Luke’s to draw closer to Jesus and listen to His heart, 
His voice, and His urging us  to let the Holy Spirit be the leader in this 
transition process.

I recall for you three pieces of advice from my Annual Address (found 
on the website under “From the Heart of Fr. Denis” section).

The first advice offered by the Holy Spirit is, “Live in the present,” 
not the past, not the future. The Paraclete affirms the primacy of today, 
against the temptation that paralyzes us through rancor or memories of 
a supposed great past, or by uncertainty or fear about the future. The 
Spirit reminds us of the grace of the present moment. There is no better 
time for us: the here and now, the one and only time to do well, to 
make gifts of our lives. Let us live in the present!

The Spirit also tells us, “Look to the whole,” not the part (usually 
“my part”). The Spirit does not mold isolated individuals, but shapes 
us into a Church in the wide variety of our charisms (gifts), into a unity 
that is never uniformity. The Paraclete affirms the primacy of the whole 
body of Christ. There, in the whole, in the community, the Spirit pre-
fers to work and to bring newness. (cont’d)



RECTORS REFLECTIONS (cont’d)

Look at the apostles. They were all quite dif-
ferent. They included, for example, Matthew, a 
tax collector, who collaborated with the Ro-
mans; and Simon the zealot, who fought them. 

They had contrary political ideas, different 
visions of the world. Yet once they received 
the Spirit, they learned to give primacy not to 
their human viewpoints, but to the needs of 
the “whole” community, for that is God’s plan. 
Today, if we listen to the Spirit, we shall not 
be concerned with conservatives and progres-
sives, traditionalists and innovators, right and 
left. When those become our criteria, then the 
Church has forgotten the Spirit. The Paraclete 
impels us to unity, to concord, to the harmony 
of diversity. The Advocate helps us see our-
selves as parts of the same body, mother, broth-
ers and sisters of one another. Let us look to the 
whole! The enemy wants diversity to become 
opposition, and so he makes them into ideolo-
gies. Say no to ideologies, and shout yes to the 
whole body of Christ.
The third advice of the Spirit is “Put God and 

others before yourself”. This is the decisive 
step in the spiritual life, in the discernment 
process, in a time of transition. Putting God 
first is not about the sum of our own merits and 
achievements, but a truly humble openness to 
God. The Spirit affirms the primacy of grace. 

Only by emptying ourselves, do we leave room 
for the Lord; only by giving ourselves to Jesus in 
God do we find ourselves; only by becoming poor 
in spirit do we become rich in the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus brought the fire of the Spirit to the earth and 
by that fire reformation comes to the church by the 
anointing of grace, the gratuity of the anointing of 
grace, the power of prayer, the joy of mission, and 
the disarming beauty of spiritual poverty. Let us 
put God in first place!

My hopes for you are that as you enter this tran-
sition putting your entire trust in God, you will 
discover new gifts and new possibilities that will 
propel you forward into being that truly spiritual 
center of the Christian community here in East 
Hampton. My hope is that you will love your next 
Rector, whomever she or he may be, as you love 
the Lord Jesus. My hope is that you will allow him 
or her to love you as you have allowed me to do so 
as best as I could.  My hope is that St. Luke’s will 
continue to grow, even in transition, into a more 
perfect example of Christian life and ministry.
We still have a lot of ministry to continue in this 

next year. Pray, pray, pray every day for the person 
God will help you call here as your next Rector. 
Pray that you will be open to his/her gifts, her/his 
spirit, and to love her/his family. In addition, I ask 
you to pray for me during this transition as well. 
We are in this together, let us stay and pray togeth-
er throughout this process. 

God’s blessings,
Fr. Denis



ST. LUKE’S MAGNIFICENT, 
HISTORIC STAINED GLASS 
WINDOWS RESTORED

           By Jeffrey Sussman

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in East Hamp-
ton has 24 magnificent stained glass windows 
that were created by the eminent Victorian 
designer Charles Eamer Kempe. From his 
design studio in London, which he opened 
in 1866, he created more than 4,000 stained 
glass windows.  (see his windows on this 
page)

Windows by Master of Glass, 
Charles Eamer Kempe:



ST. LUKE’S MAGNIFICENT,  HISTORIC 
STAINED GLASS WINDOWS RESTORED (cont’d)

 
The 24 stained glass windows in St. Luke’s 

Church, which bear the influence of such Pre-Ra-
phaelite artists as Dante Gabriel Rossetti and 
Edward Burne-Jones with their luminous almost 
two-dimensional use of rich, vivid colors and 
simple lines, were installed from 1910 to 1921. 
After decades of being exposed to rain, snow, 
sleet, and baking sun the windows were in need 
of major restoration. Reverend Brunelle  ar-
ranged for Associated Crafts and Willet Hauser 
Studio, a leader  in stained glass window resto-
ration, to remove and restore the windows. The 
removal alone required surgical delicacy to pre-
vent breakage and chipping. The final restoration 
was accomplished with meticulous care and the 
windows, illuminated by the sun, are now as 
vivid and striking as they were at the time that 
Kempe created them. 

Please take a few moments to contemplate our 
beautiful windows. The windows are examples 
of works of art that are spiritually inspiring.
(see the St Luke’s windows below:)

St Luke’s Athanasius St Luke’s Mary
St Luke’s Resurrection

St Luke’s Mary detail



St Luke’s Athanasius detail

St Luke’s Resurrection detail



FAMILY FAIR - AUGUST 21 !

ADMISSION

ENTERTAINMENT !



NOAH’S ARK

MAD SCIENCE WORKSHOPS &
SHOWS

LONG ISLAND SCIENCE CENTER
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OUR NEW WARDEN
By Jeffrey Sussman

For years, Tina Giles had been asked to join the vestry, 
but she was always too busy. As an East Hampton Police 
detective, she had numerous witnesses to question, cases 
to solve, reports to write. It was not a 9 to 5 job. However, 
when not solving cases, she was deeply involved in the 
D.A..R.E.  program, an acronym for Drug Abuse Resis-
tance Education. After 23 years of dedicated service, Tina 
finally decided to retire; though she is not one to sit back 
and spend her days watching television. She started Hamp-
ton Driving School, which – using four of its cars – teach-
es young people how to safely operate a car.
Tina has been married for thirty years to Louis O’Ne-

al, who operates a successful landscaping business, and 
who also finds time to coach boys AAU basketball for 
junior high school and high school athletes. Devotion to 
the healthful and fit lives of youngsters is obvious in the 
couple’s involvement in D.A.R.E. and amateur athletic 
competitions. They are also proud of their two daughters, 
Myra age 28, who is a child-care teacher at Boston Univer-
sity; and Raya age 25, who is a business consultant.
Tina was baptized and confirmed at St. Luke’s, which 

she has been attending since early childhood.  She loves 
the church and is now glad that she finally consented to 
join the vestry. As its new warden, she plans to help the 
church attract new members and create an environment in 
which all congregants feel the need to offer their talents to 
enlarge the church community. One of  her particular inter-
ests is Laundry Love, for which she designed an effective 
coupon program that overcame the limitations imposed 
by the Covid-19 pandemic. In addition, she intends to 
enhance the church’s ability to communicate more directly 
with churchgoers and shepherd us through the rough spots 
of a transition as Reverend Brunelle departs and a new rec-
tor is chosen. The devotion she has brought to her works as 
a detective and as a D.A.R.E. instructor she now brings to 
her role as one of  the wardens of the vestry.


