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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

God calls us the people of St. Luke’s  
to open wide our doors in the name of Christ: 
To all who are young or old and need counsel: 

To all who are strong and want a task; 
To all who are lonely, weak or mourn and need comfort; 

To all who are sinful and need a Savior; 
To all who are weary and need rest; 

To all who are left out and need acceptance; 
To all who are grateful and need a place to give thanks and pray; 

To all who are called by worship of the Lord into community outreach; 
To all in Christ’s name we say “WELCOME.” 

 

 
Agenda 

 
 

1.  Call to Order 

2.  Opening Prayer 

3.  Appointment of the Annual Meeting Clerk (Tara Brinka) 

4.  Approval of Agenda 

6. Approval of Minutes of the 114th Annual Meeting from June 2021 

7.  Acceptance of Reports by Title 

8.  Rector’s Final Address to the Parish (Fr. Denis C. Brunelle, 7th Rector, during service) 

9.  Report of Nominating Committee (page 8) 

10.  Election of Warden & Vestry Slate followed by Installation of  New Warden & Vestry  

  Members (page 34) 

11.  Report of Finances for the Parish (John W. Hadden, II, , Treasurer) (pages 15-32) 

12.  Wardens’ Reports (Tina Giles, Merle Aaron-McDonald) 

13.  Curate’s Report (Rev. Joseph L. Cundiff, IV) 

14.  Bp. Provenzano addresses the parish regarding the Transition Process 

15.  Closing Prayer (page 33) 
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QUALIFICATIONS FOR VOTERS AND VESTRY 
 

Article II St. Luke’s Bylaws: 
 C: Presiding Officer of Annual Meeting/Election or Special Meeting 

The presiding officer of such Annual Meeting shall be the Rector of the Parish, if there  
be one, or if there be none, or he/she be absent, one of the Wardens elected for the purpose  

  by a majority of the duly qualified voters present, or if no Wardens be present, a Vestry  
Member elected in like manner. 
 
Such presiding officer shall: 
1. Be the judge of the qualifications of the voters in accordance with definitions in Canons and 

the NYS Religious Corporations Law 
2. Receive the votes cast; 
3. Declare the result of the votes cast; and 
4. Enter the proceedings of the meeting in the Book of Minutes of the Vestry, sign his/her name 

thereto, and offer the same to as many qualified voters present as he/she shall think fit, to be 
also signed by them. 

 
 D: Qualifications of Voters 

All persons, eighteen years of age or older, who are communicants and members in good   
  standing of the Church shall be qualified voters at any such Annual Meeting. (The canonical   

understanding for this is that the individual attends church at least three times a year and is a  
  giver of record (pledging member) to the ministry of the Parish).  

Voter qualification shall in the first instance be determined by the presiding officer. 
 
 H: Qualifications and Election of Wardens and Vestry members 

1.   Wardens and  Vestry members shall be elected by ballot, if there be a need,   
    from persons qualified to vote at such election; 

2.    No person shall be eligible for election as Warden unless s/he also be a confirmed   
   member in the Episcopal Church and a communicant in good standing with the   
   congregation. 

3.    No person shall be eligible for election as Vestry Member unless s/he shall be baptized  
   and a communicant in good standing with the congregation; 

4.    All persons,  eighteen years of age or older, being so qualified, shall be eligible for   
   election as Wardens and Vestry Members. 

 
EXPECTATIONS OF VESTRY MEMBERS 

The duty of all Christians is to follow Christ; to come together week by week for corporate worship;  
and to work, pray, and give for the spread of the kingdom of God. (BCP, 856) 

 
As a member of the Vestry, you are a leader and an example to the entire parish and community. It is therefore 
expected that you will fulfill the above expectation as stated in the Book of Common Prayer 1979, and will also 
commit yourself with God’s help and  to the best of your ability to the following: 
 
1. Regular attendance and participation in Sunday worship services. 
2. Regular attendance at the scheduled monthly meetings, and  any other called meetings as shall  be necessary 

to carry out the responsibilities of Parish leadership. These meetings may be brief, but usually will last about 
two hours. Your presence throughout the meeting is imperative. You will notify the rector and/or Senior War-
den in the case that you are not able to attend, and will pick up minutes and monthly reports from the missed 
meeting as soon as possible. 

3. Support and participate in parish activities in as far as you are able to do so, and will take on responsibilities 
for areas of parish life as may be needed and requested of you in so far as you are able. 

4. Regular prayer for the clergy, vestry, ministry of the parish and parishioners. 
5. Support the financial needs of the parish by pledging, and by fulfilling your pledge commitment unless mak-

ing other arrangements with the rector and treasurer. 
6. Study and learn the responsibilities of the Vestry as laid out in workshops, literature and other means as 
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brought to the attention of the Vestry by the Rector. 
7. Attend and participate in the vestry retreat and the annual mutual ministry review. 
8. To be a public example for the entire community. 

   
MINUTES OF THE 114TH ANNUAL  MEETING OF  

ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
June 6, 2021 

 
The 2021 Annual Meeting was called to order and commenced as part of our Worship service by The Very Rev. 
Denis Brunelle at 9:03am. 
 
Tara Brinka, Parish Administrator, appointed as Clerk for meeting. 
A motion to approve the meeting agenda was made and seconded. 
A motion to approve the minutes of the 2020 meeting was made and seconded. 
A motion to receive the reports and waive reading was made and seconded.  
 
Report of the Nominating Committee (p.8) was made by Holly Whitmore, Warden. Put forth for election are Tina 
Giles, Lynn Czarnecki, John Hadden, Mark Nelson and Charles Riggi. 
Motion to close nominations was made and seconded.  
 
Motion to approve slate put forth by the Nominating Committee was made and seconded. 
Motion made to Elect Slate was made by Merle McDonald-Aaron, Warden, and seconded. 
Installation of new Warden and newly elected members of the Vestry by The Very Rev. Denis C. Brunelle. 
 
The Rev. Denis C. Brunelle,  Rector, thanked the staff, Vestry and Wardens for their support.  Thanked Holly 
Whitmore for six years on Vestry, and her continuing service. Presented the Bishop’s Medal to Fran Graham and 
Regina Lynch, in recognition of both of their ministry to Sunday School for over thirty years. 
 
Tina Giles, Warden, presented the 2030 Strategic Planning Report (p. 16) to congregation.  No questions. 
 
Justin Udelhofen, Treasurer, presented our financial reports (pages 26-43.)  No questions. 
 
The Rev. Leandra Lambert presented the Associate Rector’s Report about her pastoral and administrative respon-
sibilities, and thanked everyone for their support.  Extended her thanks and love to Rev. Brunelle and the congre-
gation that she will be leaving in three weeks. 
 
Holly Whitmore and Merle McDonald-Aaron, Wardens, presented a joint Warden’s report. Discussed efforts to 
maintain our sense of community throughout extended pandemic related isolation circumstances. Have been put-
ting forth efforts to engage the community in Bible study and other virtual events, even as we return to in person 
worship and gatherings. 
 
Holly Whitmore, Warden, thanked everyone for their support, is stepping down after six years.  Drew attention to 
the reports on pages 13-15. No questions. 
 
Rev. Brunelle presented his 13th Rector’s Report to the congregation. 
 
The parish meeting adjourned at 11:02am.  
 
Submitted by Tara Brinka, Parish Administrator 
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RECTOR’S ADDRESS TO THE PARISH 
 

2021 Annual Address to the Parish - June 6, 2021 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, this is my 13th address to you. We are entering a year of transition. A year of learning 
to let go of our desires and agenda and learning to let the Holy Spirit of God lead us and direct us to the future that 
God has in store for this wonderful and dynamic parish.  
 

First, let me get my thanks said to our wonderful staff who keep us going, especially through the last year of 
COVD. To Tara, Colleen and Bobby please know, that even if I don’t always say thank you, I am always grateful 
for keeping me in  line, helping volunteers, keeping our Christian Education going through these times, and 
providing wonderful tech and musical support. My love to all of you. 
 

In the next three weeks, we will thank Mother Leandra Lambert for 3 years of ministry here in our midst. We 
have watched this wonderful priest grow into her own sense of ministry, we have been moved by her strong gos-
pel filled words, comforted by her presence and sensitivity, and have indeed seen the face of God in her and expe-
rienced the embracing arms of Jesus through her.  Leandra you have been a grace to us and to me personally, and 
you have been at the heart of my thanksgivings every day. Please know you have my deep respect, gratitude and 
hope for a brilliant future in the Church. I cannot tell you how many times she listened to this old man’s stories, 
probably more than she wanted, but was always respectful, even when I repeated myself.  Know that you go with 
our blessings into your new ministry where there is no doubt in my mind you will succeed. 
 
In September, we will greet our next curate, Fr. Joseph Cundiff, who will be ordained priest at the Cathedral of 
the Incarnation in Garden City a short time after his arrival at St. Luke’s for the beginning of his ministry.  We 
will watch Joseph develop his own voice and style of ministry in this hallowed place.  Joseph will be with you for 
at least two years. When I retire next June, he will stay on as your Interim minister and will depart when the Ves-
try calls the eighth rector of St. Luke’s. I look forward to his arrival and to helping him to own and develop his 
spiritual gifts as he shares them with us. 
 
Two weeks ago, we celebrated the feast of Pentecost, last week the Mystery of God as Trinity, this week our read-
ing of the Gospel focuses on Jesus identifying us as members of his family: “Whoever does the will of God is my 
brother, sister, and mother.” 
 
I believe all of these “liturgical scriptural themes” help us to focus on transition.  We say goodbye to Leandra, 
hello to Joseph and in a year we say goodbye to each other.  Let us reflect on these themes in relation to transition. 
 
The Holy Spirit appears, for the first time, at the creation of the world. The picture given in Genesis is that of God 
blowing the divine breath to abolish the chaos and bring life of all kinds into being. That Spirit is meant to reveal 
the truth of who we are as creatures made in the divine image and likeness, that so often we tend to fall short of 
that image and so need forgiveness, hence the Son, the incarnate Word of God, came to forgive and teach. Transi-
tions are about allowing God to do some divine work in our midst.  
 
However, transitions in any church situation can be fraught with anxiety, second-guessing, trying to get our own 
way.  We see this in the scriptures often in those who are disciples following Jesus! We need to remember those 
words of Jesus, so often said in those situations: “FEAR NOT.”  In the Book of Acts we watch as the disciples 
argue over allowing, those who are not like them, those gentiles, to come into the discipleship of! Those words 
again: “FEAR NOT.” Lord, what do you mean go into the world spreading the good news? How will we get on 
without you Lord? What will become of us? Why not just let us hide in the upper room of our fear and anxiety? 
FEAR NOT! 
 
Too often, some choose to see doom and gloom, some, like the early disciples, choose to be fearful and exhibit 
hopelessness. From my experience in transition, I see God leading people through what may seem like a desert 
experience into a new promised glory.  
 
The Word of God, found in Isaiah 55: 8-9, must be the foundation of our life this coming year and in the time of 
your search process. Listen to what the Holy Spirit means for us to hear in our hearts: “For my thoughts 
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are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD. “As the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways”. These words are a “Godly admonition” not to manipulate the process to our own wants 
and desires but to surrender to the Lord.  Need I remind you of what happens when you do not follow the process, 
like last time? You get someone like me to be your shepherd. God works in mysterious ways to bring about the 
divine will for us. The will of God as evidenced in our liturgical themes is to follow the orderly process of the 
Spirit. 
 
Transition is a time of reflection, of listening and moving forward, not looking backward to a style of church that 
no longer exists in our world today. Jesus promised before his ascension to send the Spirit, the Paraclete, (odd 
word). Jesus is giving us the gift of gifts to help us discern (to hear and see), what God is calling us to be and do. 
 
The Paraclete is the Comforter. All of us, particularly at times of difficulty like those we experienced in the past 
year due to the pandemic, or the thoughts of the future during this transition, look for consolation. Often, though, 
we turn only to earthly comforts, ephemeral comforts that quickly fade. Jesus offers us heavenly comfort, the Ho-
ly Spirit, who is “the best of comforters”. What is the difference? The comforts of the world are like a pain reliev-
er - they can give momentary relief, but do not cure the illness we carry deep within us. They can soothe us, but 
not heal us at the core. They work on the surface, on the level of the senses, but hardly touch our hearts. Only 
someone who makes us feel loved for who we are can give peace to our hearts. The Holy Spirit, the love of God, 
does precisely that. When the Spirit comes down within us the Spirit, acts in our spirit. One ancient Pentecost li-
turgical text puts it this way: “Within the heart, as the soul’s most welcome guest”. The Spirit is the very love of 
God, who does not abandon us during these moments; for being divinely present to those who are alone or fearful 
is itself a source of comfort. 
 
If you feel the darkness of solitude, if you feel that a fear within you blocks the way to hope, if your heart has a 
festering wound, if you can see no way out, then open your heart to the Holy Spirit. Saint Bonaventure tells us 
that, “where the trials are greater, the Holy Spirit brings greater comfort, not like the world, which comforts and 
flatters us when things go well, but derides and condemns us when they do not”. That is what the world and self-
interest does, that is especially what the hostile spirits do. They play to our need for flattery and make us feel in-
vincible (as the Book of Sirach says, “For the blandishments of the devil feed our vanity”); then the evil one flings 
us down and makes us feel that we are failures. The evil spirit toys with us; does everything to cast us down, 
whereas the Holy Spirit of the risen Lord wants to raise us up, never playing games but always seeking to set be-
fore us the Divine way, the way of Jesus.  
 
Remember those apostles, as described by Luke in the Book of Acts: they were alone that morning, alone and be-
wildered, cowering behind closed doors, living in fear and overwhelmed by their weaknesses, failings and their 
sins, for they had denied Christ. The years they had spent with Jesus had not changed them: they were no different 
than they had been. Then, they received the Spirit and everything changed: the problems and failings remained, 
yet they were no longer afraid to move out and preach, no longer afraid of any who would be hostile to them. 
They sensed comfort within and they wanted to overflow with the comfort of God. Before, they were fearful; now 
their only fear was that of not listening to the truth of the Spirit and testifying to the love they had received. Jesus 
foretold this: “The Spirit will testify on my behalf; you also are to testify” (Jn 15:26-27). 
 
Let us go a little further in this aspect of testifying. The Holy Spirit calls us to become Paracletes, comforters in 
our world by testifying to the Divine Presence we know intimately. The Spirit is asking us to embody the comfort 
she brings. How can we do this? It is not by making great speeches, but by being present to and drawing near to 
others. Not with trite words, but with prayer and closeness. The Divine trademarks are closeness, compassion, 
truth, good order, and tenderness. The Paraclete is telling the Church, is telling St. Luke’s here in East Hampton, 
that today, even as we begin transition, it is the time for comforting.  
 
It is more the time for joyfully proclaiming the Gospel than for combatting paganism. It is the time for bringing 
the joy of the Risen Lord, not for lamenting the drama of secularization, or that past we fondly remember that no 
longer exists. It is the time for pouring out love upon the world, while not embracing worldliness. It is more the 
time for testifying to mercy, than for inculcating rules and regulations. It is the time of the Paraclete! It is the time 
of freedom of the heart, in the power of the Holy Paraclete. 
 
The Paraclete is also the Advocate. In Jesus’ day, advocates simply stood next to a defendant and suggested argu-
ments they could use in their own defense. That is what the Paraclete does, for she is “the spirit of truth” (v. 26). 
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The Holy Spirit does not take our place, but defends us from the deceits of evil by leading us to inspiring thoughts 
and feelings. The Spirit does so discreetly, without forcing us: she proposes but does not impose. The spirit of de-
ceit, the evil one, does the opposite: evil tries to force us as we seek to impose our own wills; the evil one wants to 
make us think that we must always yield to the allure and the promptings of self-centered impulses.  
 
I make three suggestions to you that are typical of the Holy Paraclete, our Advocate. They are three fundamental 
antidotes to three temptations that today are so widespread. 
 
The first advice offered by the Holy Spirit is, “Live in the present”. The present, not the past or the future. The 
Paraclete affirms the primacy of today, against the temptation that paralyzes us through rancor or memories of 
the past, or by uncertainty or fear about the future. The Spirit reminds us of the grace of the present moment. 
There is no better time for us: now, here and now, is the one and only time to do good, to make our life a gift. Let 
us live in the present! 
 
The Spirit also tells us, “Look to the whole”. The whole, not the part. The Spirit does not mold isolated individu-
als, but shapes us into a Church in the wide variety of our charisms (gifts), into a unity that is never uniformity. 
The Paraclete affirms the primacy of the whole. There, in the whole, in the community, the Spirit prefers to work 
and to bring newness.  
 
Look at the apostles. They were all quite different. They included, for example, Matthew, a tax collector who col-
laborated with the Romans, and Simon called the zealot, who fought them. They had contrary political ideas, dif-
ferent visions of the world. Yet once they received the Spirit, they learned to give primacy not to their human 
viewpoints but to the “whole”, that is God’s plan. Today, if we listen to the Spirit, we will not be concerned with 
conservatives and progressives, traditionalists and innovators, right and left. When those become our criteria, then 
the Church has forgotten the Spirit. The Paraclete impels us to unity, to concord, to the harmony of diversity. The 
Advocate helps us see ourselves as parts of the same body, mother, brothers and sisters of one another. Let us 
look to the whole! The enemy wants diversity to become opposition and so he makes them become ideologies. 
Say no to ideologies, and shout yes to the whole body of Christ. 
 
The third advice of the Spirit is, “Put God before yourself”. This is the decisive step in the spiritual life, in the 
discernment process, in a time of transition in this part of the Body of Christ. Putting God first is not about the 
sum of our own merits and achievements, but a truly humble openness to God. The Spirit affirms the primacy of 
grace. Only by emptying ourselves, do we leave room for the Lord; only by giving ourselves to Jesus in God, do 
we find ourselves; only by becoming poor in spirit, do we become rich in the Holy Spirit. This is also true of the 
Church. We save no one, not even ourselves, by our own efforts. If we give priority to our own projects, our 
structures, our plans for reform, we will be concerned only about effectiveness and efficiency, we will think only 
in horizontal terms and, as a result, we will bear no fruit. An “-ism” is an ideology that divides and separates. The 
Church is human, but it is not merely a human organization, it is the temple of the Holy Spirit. Jesus brought the 
fire of the Spirit to the earth and by that fire reformation comes to the church by the anointing of grace, the gratui-
ty of the anointing of grace, the power of prayer, the joy of mission and the disarming beauty of spiritual poverty. 
Let us put God in first place! 
 
My desire is that this last year we have together be one of continued growth in the power of the Holy Spirit. That 
we work on following not our gut instincts but to be patient and wait for the prompting of the Divine One. That 
we not be fearful of what might or might not be, for that is against the Holy Spirit. Let us be assured of God’s part 
in this transition, and that God already is looking out for St. Luke’s and the direction the Holy Spirit is beckoning 
you to follow. 
 
So let me share with you what the transition process is in the diocese at the present. If there are changes then I 
will make sure that the Vestry will be aware of them. You will probably hear what I am saying to you now from a 
transition consultant the Bishop will appoint, after I am gone, to lead you through the search process leading you 
to call, not hire, the person to be your next shepherd, pastor and rector. Two years ago, I said that this is my last 
goal to achieve with you. That St. Luke’s, which three times in our history has not followed the orderly process of 
the church that we will do this time. (Show slide) 
 
Let me close with this prayer: Holy Spirit, Paraclete Spirit, comfort our hearts with divine tranquility. Make us 
missionaries of your comfort, Paracletes of your mercy in our world. O Advocate, sweet counsellor of the soul, 
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make us witnesses of the “today” of God, help us to be prophets of unity for the Church and humanity, and apos-
tles grounded in your grace, which creates and renews all things. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Holly Whitmore 

 

Every effort is made to ensure a balance on the vestry for representation from all aspects of our 
congregational life. The Nominating Committee presents the following slate for you: 

 

 
Warden to fill two-year term until 2024 

Charles Riggi 
 

Caroline Dean, Robert DeLaMater (First Terms) Jeffrey Sussman (Second Term)
(Class of 2025) 

 
Vestry Member to fill Two year unexpired term until 2024 

Roy Parker 
 

Vestry Members to fill two one year unexpired terms until 2023 
Mary Busch, Lucy Kazickas (First Terms) 

 
 

 
VESTRY PROFILES 

 
 
Charles Riggi, Nominated for Warden (2024): Michele and I got married in St. 
Peter's Chapel in 2000. I attend weekly services at St. Luke's and St. Peter's. Before 
retiring, I was a software engineer and was involved in civic and political boards and 
organizations. I am a Eucharistic Minister and Lector, Chair of the Altar Guild, a 
Verger, member of Vestry, and participate in other activities at St. Luke's. I am a 
graduate of Education for Ministry and a member of the Vergers Guild of the Episco-
pal Church. 
 

 
 
Mary Busch, Nominated for unexpired 1-year term ending in 2023: I have 
been a member of St. Luke’s Church since I moved to East Hampton in 2001.  During that 
time, I have volunteered at many of the Summer Fairs and served as Fair Chairperson.  I 
have also served on the Vestry.  Presently I serve as an Ecumenical Minister and look for-
ward to working with other Vestry members and the members of St. Luke’s in welcoming 
our new rector. 
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Caroline Dean, Nominated for first 3-year term (2025): St. Luke’s has been 
my parish home since 2015. I am honored and humbled to be nominated. Father Denis’ 
sermons drew me to our church and the community has kept me here, making St. Luke’s 
my home away from home. Since joining, I have supported our young adult initiatives, 
volunteered each year at the fair, and have loved serving as a greeter getting to see eve-
ryone’s faces each Sunday at 8:00 am! I have fond childhood memories visiting my 
grandparents and attending services at this very church where my late grandfather, How-
ard Dean, served two terms as Senior Warden and was an active member for almost fifty 
years. Professionally, I serve as a Major Gifts Officer at New York Cares. I split my 

time between East Hampton and NYC where I live with my two schnauzers, Jackson and Granby.  
 
 
Robert (Del) DeLaMater, Nominated for first 3-year term (2025): I am a life
-long Episcopalian, baptized and confirmed in the church in West Virginia, where I grew 
up, and continuing here to the East End.  My wife and I bought a house in Sagaponack 30 
years ago and our children were baptized at St. Ann’s in Bridgehampton, but when we 
moved to East Hampton several years ago I began to ride my bicycle to St. Luke’s for the 
8:00 a.m. service.  I have been serving on the Finance & Investment Committee and look 
forward to the chance to become more involved by serving on the Vestry. 
 
 

Roy Parker, Nominated for unexpired 2-year term ending in 2024: I initially 
attended St. Luke’s in the mid-1940s, was confirmed in St. Luke’s, and was married in the 
chapel of St. Luke’s. My wife Gail & I  have both been very active members of St. Luke’s 
Church. We have three children and eight grandchildren. We are full time residents of the 
Village of East Hampton and have been so for over fifty years. I have a very close attach-
ment to the religious nature of the church. Additionally, I have been a member of the Ves-
try, a search committee, choir, Altar Guild, a Lay Eucharistic Minister, participated in the 
annual Fair , acted as an usher, was very involved in outreach (usually under the thumb of 

my lovely wife), and helped the fund raising for the church rebuild. I look forward to once again being a 
member of the Vestry and hope to make myself available to all members of the congregation and those 
who have yet to join but enjoy attending our lovely St. Luke’s. 
 
 
Jeffrey Sussman, Nominated for Second 3-year term (2025). I have been 
a  member of St. Luke's since 1986  and soon thereafter became a  Lay Eucharistic 
Minister. During the late 1980s, I served on the vestry when Fritz Creamer was rec-
tor. In addition, as head of my own marketing/PR company, I volunteered my ser-
vices to promote concerts at St. Bartholomew Church in Manhattan. I also advised 
its rector, Tom Bowers, on several public relations issues. As a St. Luke's vestry 
member, I intend to use my professional expertise to help the church reach its goals 
of increasing its membership and promoting its good works to the community at 
large. In addition to my PR activities, I am the author of fourteen books. 
 
 

Tina Giles, Warden: (2023). Tina Giles, born and raised in East Hampton, grew 
up at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. She was baptized, confirmed, and married here at 
St. Luke’s. Tina has been actively involved with the Outreach Committee and as a 
member of the St. Luke’s 2030 Strategic Planning Committee. She oversees 
“Laundry Love” and finds great enjoyment volunteering at our annual church fair 
and other well-attended church functions. In 2014, Tina retired from the East Hamp-
ton Town Police Department. Tina is married to Louis O’Neal; they have two adult 
daughters, Myra and Raya, who were also raised in St. Luke’s.  
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John W. Hadden, II., Treasurer: (2024). I moved my affiliation from St. John’s 
Episcopal Church of Cold Spring Harbor, where our family were members for over a 
century, to St. Luke’s in 2012, soon after we chose East Hampton as our family’s ref-
uge from NYC.  St. Luke’s has provided wonderful fellowship and great spiritual 
support.  I served on St. Luke’s Stewardship Committee between 2014 and 2017, and 
on the Finance and Investment Committee since 2018. Professionally, my first career 
was as an investment banker and venture investor at JP Morgan and for the last 23+ 
years, as a biotech entrepreneur, primarily in immuno-oncology. My wife, Amie and I 

have three children: Johnny, Cole, and Paige.  
 
Mark Nelson, (2024): When we became weekenders in East Hampton in 2003 
we attended other churches in the area, but immediately felt at home at St. 
Luke’s.  The congregation was welcoming and diverse, but most importantly it 
lives and breathes the teachings of Christ through outreach, community support, 
and helping those who need it most.  My partner, Anthony Rosina, and I live in 
East Hampton with our rescue mutt Jenny, and I am currently employed as the sen-
ior legal counsel for Wilmington Trust as well as a former CPA.  I am honored to 
be serving on the Vestry, and look forward to helping St Luke’s fulfill its Christian 
mission.  

 
 

Teresa Schurr (2024): My name is Teresa Loper Schurr, I am a 12th Generation 
Bonacker.  I am married to my husband Robert Schurr and we have a daughter Sa-
mantha.  Samantha is at Mercyhurst University in Erie, PA. I have been a member of 
St. Lukes Church since my confirmation in 1976, and active with Sunday School as a 
teacher and helper as well as active in Outreach. I have been part of the annual family 
fair and participated for many years at our Christmas Bazaar. I am a licensed insur-
ance broker with Dayton Ritz & Osborne. I graduated from East Hampton High 
School in 1981. I am an avid bowler and go on many trips for tournaments with my 

team as well as a bowl in a weekly league.  I also enjoy going to watch Samantha bowl with her college 
team at different matches. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

ALTAR GUILD 
Charles Riggi, Chair 

 

The global pandemic did not deter the Altar Guild from their ministry of striving to make each service an accepta-
ble offering to our Lord. 
  
Membership: Our  membership has declined to just twelve members this year . Our  ministry is vital in pre-
paring the altar and credence tables, making sure that the altar is dressed in the color of the day and cleaning up or 
preparing for another service. This is now a crucial time for our ministry and we need new and younger people 
now! All men and women who have been confirmed in the Episcopal Church are eligible for Altar Guild work. 
Each of us, through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, need to discern whether you are called to the ministry of the 
Altar Guild. Please talk to any current Altar Guild member or to our rector. 
  
Funds: The pr imary funding of the Altar  Guild is donations from the All Souls'  Day with the Par ish Ne-
crology. We pray that you will continue to give generously for this solemn occasion. Secondarily we receive a 
stipend for each funeral and wedding. The Altar Guild provides for the dedication of flowers for Sunday services 
through a local florist. 
  
Our Annual Financial Report is found on page 17. 

 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Colleen Stonemetz, Director of Christian Education 

  
Presenting a sound Christian Education program has been, and will continue to be a priority here at St. Luke’s.  
The past two years, as the Covis-19 virus continues to be life changing and worrisome, has challenged our Chris-
tian Education program with the task of continuing to seek new and innovative ways in which to bring God, faith, 
church and community to the children.  Our hope is to continue to bring consistency and the expectation of con-
tinued spiritual growth to all levels of Christian Education.  That said, weekly lessons, holiday presentations, and 
preparing for the receiving of sacraments, were all a part of our 2021/2022 calendar year.     
 
Challenging as it has been, our volunteer teaching staff, as well as parents, have continued to work together in 
hopes of providing a continued, yet somewhat different, approach to Christian Education.  Fortunately, all agree 
that our goal is to continue to bring our youngest parishioners a sound religious education program.  To date, we 
continue to send weekly lessons home to our Sunday School families, and have continued to celebrate special 
events like the Christmas Pageant, Easter, and special classes in preparation for the sacraments.   
 
Highlights of Christian Education 2021/2022 
 
Holy Eucharist - May 9, 2021 
A class of 4 students completed the curriculum and were recognized by Fr. Brunelle.  Parents participated from 
home, and were encouraged and supported through the process with the use of “A Child’s Guide to the Holy Eu-
charist”, by Sarah Horton.  This easy to follow guide takes the student through the “why do we do that?” of Holy 
Communion.  Explanations of what to do and what to say through the Rite II service is, in an age appropriate 
manner, the concentration of this curriculum.   
 
Confirmation – May 12, 2021   
4 Adults – 2 Confirmed 2 received and 6 Students Confirmed   
The 2021 Confirmation class followed “I will with God’s help” by Mary Wile.   This curriculum helps prepare 
students for Confirmation and the renewal of their baptismal promises.  They concentrate on the Baptismal Cove-
nant as it demonstrates Christian belief, as well as the responsibilities we have as Christians. The program helps 
our students make a mature and honest commitment to God and church.  Throughout this Confirmation journey, 
the curriculum encourages students to ask questions, to recognize doubts, and to be open to prayer and scripture. 
By doing so the answers they seek may be discovered.  Answers that then help them achieve and maintain a ma-
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ture relationship with God.   
 
Fall Family Fun  - a morning for  fun, family, and fellowship was planned for  October  23, 2021.   A day 
made for picking pumpkins and celebrating fall!  Christian Education finds a unique and innovative way to gather 
families safely outdoors!  Enjoying the beautiful Fall season, and rejoicing in the upcoming Thanksgiving season.   
 
“There is a time for everything, and a season for everything under heaven.  He has made everything beautiful in 
its time.”  Ecc. 3:1, 11 
 
“Just a Little Christmas!” by Sharon Kay Chawell, was our 2021 Children’s’ Christmas Pageant.  
This adorable presentation had the children tell us the story of the Nativity.  Mary and Joseph hear from the Angel 
Gabriel, arrive in Bethlehem, and have nowhere to stay but in a stable.  Where we hear cows moo, sheep baa, and 
chicken cluck!  But most of all, we learned how God sent His only Son to be born as a little baby who would 
grow up and save us all from sin. We heard how this all happened because there was… “Just a Little Christmas!” 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
Michele Riggi 

 

Eucharistic Ministers are the people who help out around the altar assisting our minister during the service.  Any-
one interested might do well to speak to Fr. Brunelle.  We have a wonderful team, though small in number, who 
are wonderful in giving their time to this important ministry. We plan around many schedules like vacations, work 
and school, so everyone can participate.  We also have Lay Readers to make it possible for more to participate in 
the service, if you are someone who would like to read one of the lessons we’d be happy to have you.  Thank you 
to all who helped during the year. Please call Michele at 631-267-3884 if you would like to get involved.  

 
 

ST LUKE’S OUTREACH 

 Holly Whitmore 
 
And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of 
my family, you did it to me.”  (Matthew 25:40) 
 
Outreach continues to support 12 charitable organizations in the East Hampton Community for a total expenditure 
of $9,000: 
Project Most 
Eleanor Whitmore Early Childhood Center 
East Hampton Community Council 
East Hampton Meals on Wheels 
The Retreat 
Maureen’s Haven 
East End Hospice 
Rural Migrant Ministries of the Diocese 
Centro Franciscano 
Share the Harvest Farm  
Springs Food Pantry 
East Hampton Food Pantry 
 
We continue to collect and deliver food items to the East Hampton Food Pantry on a weekly basis; and we have 
run two very successful drives to supply Maureen’s Haven’s clients with warm socks and clothing for the winter 
months. 
 
Since 2016, Laundry Love continues  to be a wonderful outreach to the community. This national program gives 
worth to those in need, by having clean clothes.  In 2020 Laundry Love tried having a $15- coupon available  to 
seniors, and others in need, by a request sent to llstlukes@gmail.com . This was not a convenient way to outreach.  

mailto:llstlukes@gmail.com
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During 2021, we left rolled coins bagged for the size of the machine to wash and dry for those in need at East 
Hampton Laundry in Amagansett, getting a much better response. During the summer months, over the past few 
years, we have not had many requests for assistance.  So, we reach out from October to May unless someone has 
a specific need. The Laundry Love program is administered all over the country; and our local program comes 
from the generous support of our parishioners who drop loose change and bills into a laundry detergent bottle 
found outside Hoie Hall.  Several times a year, we also receive donations from the First Presbyterian Church in 
East Hampton, our neighboring congregation.  Approximately $14,000 in donations to Laundry Love over the 
past six years has touched the lives of many, such as the homeless, the unemployed, children and families within 
the community.  
 
When a donor to Laundry Love is identified, coordinator Tina Giles will send that person the following prayer:  
LAUNDRY LOVE PRAYER 
Life giving God, we thank you for the beauty of life and the people we find in our journey, because in your infi-
nite love you make kindness and hardship to meet and embrace each other. Bless all those who contribute to 
this ministry, and those who benefit from it, may your Holy Spirit always inspire us to recognize each other’s dig-
nity as children of the same Father, in Jesus name. 
 Amen.  - Rev. Gerardo Romo 
   
Outreach continues its Christian mission through the generosity of you, our involved and loving congregation. 
You have lifted the Gospel off the pages and turned written words into actions. Many, many thanks! 

 

 
ST LUKE’S SCHOLARSHIP 

Lys Marigold 
 

The St. Luke’s Kate Graham Scholarship Fund is another unique and wonderful aspect of St. Luke’s Outreach 
programs. Scholarships are distributed every summer to our parish-affiliated youth who are attending or will be 
attending 2-year or 4-year colleges/trade schools.  
 
Our Scholarship committee reviews each application and decisions are based on all-around civic participation, 
involvement in parish life, maintaining decent grades and in some cases, definite need.  In 2021, $7,000 in schol-
arships grants were awarded to five St. Luke’s young adults, plus one to an outstanding East End Chef’s applicant 
(program now ended) as well as to two students from Father Gerardo’s Centro Franciscano parish in Riverhead 
(for the first time). 
 
Because of the pandemic, the amount of community service hours and the monies raised by church breakfasts/

suppers have been minimal. Last year’s coffers received a boost from a raffle/auction at the Fair, led by Warden 

Tina Giles. Nevertheless, we are hoping that more and more young church-goers will apply, benefitting from the 

caring and generosity of the St. Luke’s congregation.  

 
 

ST. PETER’S SUMMER CHAPEL 
Charles Riggi 

 
St. Peter's still functions as a Summer Chapel and serves the Springs area of East Hampton. Our schedule of ser-
vices for 2022 begins on Saturday, May 28 and ends on September 3. All services start at 5:30 PM. There are al-
ways potluck suppers after the service. If you are unable to attend Sunday services for whatever reason, St. Peter's 
can fulfil your obligation in a relaxed atmosphere. All are welcome. 
 
 St. Peter's Chapel is now cooled and heated all year. At this particular time the VANY Church at St. Thomas's in 
Amagansett is using it as an office. 
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
Mark Nelson 

 

Despite the continuing challenges posed by the pandemic this past year, our congregation once again demonstrat-
ed its remarkable generosity.  As of May 19, 2022 our pledge total was $425,651, representing 97% of our 
2021 total.  We have received 151 total pledges thus far, representing over 200 members of the congregation. 46 
parishioners increased their pledges, and we received 22 first time pledges. This generous support will allow St. 
Luke’s to continue fulfilling its mission as a spiritual home for the congregation while also ministering to the 
needs of the East End.  It is also a reminder that all of us together create the real church every day.  
  
Our financial strength as a congregation is even more important this year while we are searching for a new Rec-
tor.  Candidates will be looking at St. Lukes’ resources among the many other factors to consider when discerning 
a potential call.  Inflationary pressures are certain to affect our operating budget as well.  The Vestry thanks all of 
those who generously support St. Luke’s and it’s Christian mission.  
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2021 OUTREACH REPORT 
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2021 KATE GRAHAM SCHOLARSHIP REPORT 
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2021 ALTAR GUILD FINANCIAL REPORT 
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The Lord Blesses us with Growth thanks to the 
Faithfulness of our Members! 
Statistics for Annual Parochial Report 

 

     
     2021* 2020*  2019         2018   2017 
      
# of Sun/Sat Eucharists     114         85       119        122        128           
        
Total Weekday Eucharists       65        46         69          91          67        
                         
Total Private Eucharists        24        26       105           51          67         
                         
Other Pastoral Visits                       51                 74        131            85          81       
                    
Sunday Daily Offices+        20        47          31           33           31          
                         
Weekday Daily Offices              21        20          25           25            21            
   
Marriages            5          5   6    6             7             
          
Burials              7         5           15            14            21   
Baptisms           10          6      7            14            12  
                   
Confirmations/Receptions                 11         0   12             16              5                                             
 
Sunday Service Attendance*      5149/6176     8279        10493       11283      10628               
      
Other Weekday Attendance        1507/934      1479         2549         2616        1664   
      
Easter Sunday Attendance           218/329       268          847           658          610      
           
Christmas Attendance      275/370    22/653          806           967          874           
         
Average Sunday Attendance      99/129          160          202            216          205       
            

*2020 and 2021 had reductions in the “in-person” category of attendance due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, we were open and closed for various services with online and hybrid worship. 
Note for 2021 the attendance is given in a #/# format, eg. 12/73 top line is in person attend-
ance the bottom figure is the online presence on Facebook, YouTube and livestreaming. 
 
+Includes Children’s Chapel in 2019 and past and online Morning Prayer in 2020 
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2021 PAROCHIAL REPORT 
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2021 FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Income & Expenses at December 31, 2021 
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St. Luke's Episcopal Church 
Fund Balances as of December 31, 2021 
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St. Luke's Episcopal Church 
Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2020 

(Excludes Real Estate) 
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2021 FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Income & Expenses through April 2021 
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St. Luke's Episcopal Church 
Fund Balances as of April 30, 2021 
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St. Luke's Episcopal Church 
Balance Sheet as of April 30, 2021 

(Excludes Real Estate) 
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COMMISSIONING OF WARDEN AND VESTRY MEMBERS 
 

Presenter: Warden Tina Giles: Fr. Brunelle and members of St. Luke’s, I present to you 
these persons elected to the ministry of Warden and Vestry Members in this congregation of St. 
Luke. 
 

Rector: The Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding;  
he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to those who walk  in integrity.  
 

Rector: I am your servant; grant me understanding.  
Vestry: That I may know your decrees. 
 

Rector:  Let us pray. O Eternal God, the foundation of all wisdom and the source of all 
courage: Enlighten with your grace the Wardens and Vestry of this congregation, and so rule their 
minds, and guide their counsels, that in all things they may seek your glory and promote the mis-
sion of  your Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

In the name of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and in the name of this congrega-
tion, I commission you Charlie as Warden;  Roy, Caroline, Robert, Jeffrey, Mary, and Lucy as in-
coming members of  the Vestry in this parish. 
 

Let us pray:  Almighty God, who inspired your servant Luke the physician, artist and evangelist, 
to set forth in the Gospel the love and healing power of your Son: Graciously continue in this 
your parish this divine love and power to heal, to the praise and glory of your Name; through Je-
sus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 
Go in the peace of Christ.  Thanks be to God. 
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