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Over the years I have officiated at hundreds of baptisms and weddings.  I have officiated at more than 1000 funerals.   In every place I have lived, I can go down the streets and point out where people have lived and where they died. Though my memory is fading, I still know where the bodies are buried!

Having experienced firsthand how important funerals are to families and friends of the deceased, I am always surprised, and a bit frustrated and saddened, by people who say that they don’t want a service. This is usually because they don’t want to be a bother, they are worried about the expense, they think no one will care, or they are not all that sure about their faith.  If that’s you, here’s a message.  Do it anyway. The funeral may be about you, but it’s not for you.  It’s for those you have left behind. When the time comes, you will be OK. Your friends and family will not. They will need closure and a chance to grieve, to tell stories, and to heal so they can move on. Not having a funeral or celebration of life doesn’t make their lives easier. It makes them harder.  The greatest gift you can give is not to skip a service, but to plan and prepare for one in advance.  

It doesn’t need to be complicated.   If you have special music, favorite readings or hymns, or people you really want to speak or participate in some other way, write it down. You don’t need to design a liturgy. The clergy will do that. Just be clear about what you would like. If you would prefer a service in the church, something simple at a funeral home, at the graveyard, or some other special place, that’s fine. If you want a more formal service, with soloists and musicians, communion and everything else, that’s great too. If you want to be cremated or have a casket or a green burial and have a location or plan in mind for where you want to be, let people know. If you want a niche in St. Luke’s Memorial Garden, you can take care of that today!  If you are worried about putting the financial burden of a funeral on your family, you can go to a funeral home and prepay for everything in advance.  Know that churches will never turn someone away for an inability to pay. 
If you are thinking of not doing anything, please reconsider.  If you have been putting off making your plans, take time to come in and make sure the church office has your wishes on file. Think of your family and friends, as well as people of whom you might not even be aware of whose lives you have touched.  The funeral may be about you. It is, however, for them. 
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