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From his suggestion of “Hidden Acres” as the name for our camp to his countless 
hours of hands-on involvement here, Hidden Acres has been immeasurably 
impacted by Ralph Lebold’s dedication to ministry and service. Ralph passed 
away on October 31, 2017, but his insight and compassionate spirit will forever 
be woven into the threads of the Hidden Acres story. 
A week spent as a counselor for five boys at the Nith River Flats summer camp in 
1961 opened up a new world of opportunity for Ralph, demonstrating the value of 
children’s camp as a vehicle for Christian education and mission. That 
experiment by local Mennonite Churches provided the impetus for the creation of 
Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp.  
Ralph believed that this was something new God was doing, and he was 
committed to being a part of it! Hired as Hidden Acres’ first summer camp 
Director in 1962, Ralph led with a spirit of courage and anticipation to see God at 
work. His connection continued through subsequent years with involvement in 
building projects and service on the Board as a representative of the conference. 
In later years Ralph was a member of the Hidden Acres Retreat Committee and 
an active participant in member meetings. He had direct involvement in planning 
various retreats and also brought the idea of hosting an annual gathering of 

retired pastors to me. We agreed to offer the camp facilities on a free-will donation basis as recognition of the years 
of faithful service accumulated by these pastors. 
Over the years I benefited from Ralph’s insight into church, community and camp dynamics. I am personally grateful 
for his willingness to ask challenging questions while remaining supportive of the camp and encouraging to me in my 
role. At one point I suggested it was time for the oldest cabin at camp to be taken down. As it turned out, this was the 
cabin built in 1965 by the M.Y. F. Servanthood Work Camp led by Ralph Lebold and Verna Mae Ruby. Ralph’s 
response was, “Why do you want to do that? Is the wood rotten?” I said, “No, but…okay, let’s go and take a look at 
it.” To make a long story short, Ralph’s questions and viewpoint on the historical value of the cabin persuaded me to 
try to find a new purpose for it. Today it continues to serve as our Nature Discovery Centre with its added bird 
viewing window into the surrounding woods. 
We are truly grateful for Ralph’s commitment to Hidden Acres and all that he gave to help bring the camp’s vision to 

life. Just last month a video interview with Ralph was shared at our Retired Pastors Day as well as at our recent 

Seniors Retreat. His contributions will live on as the future of this ministry unfolds. He is missed here.   

          Campbell Nisbet 

NEW CABIN UPDATE   
 

Welcome to Oakview!  
 

The summer 2018 campers will be 

the first to enjoy the new Oakview 

cabins. With a total capacity of 60, 

we are able to accommodate twelve 

more campers each week. We are 

grateful for the many people who 

contributed time and expertise to help 

get the cabins ready for the camping 

season.  



Enjoyable and Meaningful Retreats 
 

The first event of 2018 was our Family Day Open House. The wet and rainy weather didn’t dampen the 
spirits of participants as they played a variety of games, got creative at the craft tables and made 
delicious, homemade pretzels. A break from the rain allowed for an afternoon campfire complete with 
marshmallows. Over 120 people enjoyed the day. 
 

The Grandparent & Grandchild Retreat was held on March 12th this year 
offering Grandparents and their grandchildren in grades 1-6 an 
opportunity to spend a fun day together. Becki and Alexa from TREE (The 
Ripple Effect Education) as well as Kim Rempel and Brent Musser offered 
presentations around the theme of peace, social justice and conflict 
resolution. There were 81 people in attendance for this day of fun learning 
activities, good food and music. 
 

This year’s Spring Seniors Retreat Days were held on April 30th & May 
1st. Our resource person, Marianne Mellinger led us in the theme Green 
and Full of Sap - A Rooted Spirituality for Later Life which was meaningful 
for the 97 participants. The day included open and honest sharing by 
several members of the community as well as a video interview with 
Ralph Lebold. Music was led on Monday by Ken Eby and on Tuesday by 
Lois Cressman and Phyllis Martin. Appreciation was expressed for 
Marianne’s leadership, inspiring music and the good work of the 

committee.  When asked 
what they were 
encouraged and 
challenged by, three themes emerged; They were inspired 
to live with intention and give attention to their spiritual life 
and practices. They were reminded that God is with them 
always, is full of mercy and is pursuing them. They were 
encouraged to take time to just BE. When asked what 
stood out from the day, they noted deep appreciation for 
the personal sharing of stories, being together with friends 
new and old for a day of learning and fellowship and 
having an opportunity to ask the hard questions.   
          Lori Minnie 

Membership Application 
I would like to support the ministry of Hidden Acres by becoming a member of the Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp 

Association.  I agree with the Hidden Acres mission statement which is “to provide a welcoming, peaceful gathering 

place where diverse groups of people experience life-giving connections with God, one another, and nature.”  
 

Enclosed is my $25 membership donation. 
 

Name:_________________________________________ email:__________________________________________ 
 

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________  Phone: _________________________________________ 

Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp & Retreat Centre 

1921 Line 37,  

New Hamburg, ON    N3A 4B5 

Phone:  519-625-8602  

Fax:  519-625-8606 

email: info@hiddenacres.ca       

web: www.hiddenacres.ca 



You can make a difference  
at camp by donating  

online. Visit us at 
www.hiddenacres.ca and  

look for the logo below 

We are very grateful to the 
following organizations for 
their support:  

 

 

Camper Subsidy Program: 
 

Waterloo Region  
Record-Lyle S. 
Hallman Foundation  
Kids to Camp Fund  
held at the KWCF  
 

Judi Hemmingway Memorial 
Fund held within the Stratford 
Perth Community Foundation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

New Cabin Project: 
 

 The School Sisters 
of Notre Dame 
Legacy Fund and 
the Lyle S. Hallman 
Fund, both held by 
the KWCF  
 

The Jim & Lorna Blair 
Charitable Foundation 
 
 

Chicken BBQ: 
 

Toyota Canada covers the 
cost of the chicken for our 
Annual Chicken BBQ. 

SUMMER CAMP 

MEET EMILY!  This coming  

summer will be my seventh summer 
working at Hidden Acres. Some may 
call me a ‘life-er’, some may say it’s 
time for me to get a ‘real job’ and 
some may say that I am very 
blessed to be able to come back 
year after year. To be honest, I  
wasn’t planning on coming back this 
year. I’ve just graduated from my 
undergrad and had planned on  
finding work that paid a little better 
and needed a degree.  
I didn’t have anything lined up for 
when I finished school, and when I 
had a meeting with Chris Pot the morning after I moved home, we  
discussed the potential of me coming back to work at camp this  
summer. I had initially pushed back against the idea. I struggled with 
the idea of not being at camp, yet, I wanted to have the ‘real job’ life.  
I am very aware it was a pride and image thing. I wanted to be seen as 
successful. 
Often the Lord calls us to things that may not be seen as successful by 
worldly standards, but He knows us and intends to use us powerfully 
when we follow His leading. Time and time again, God has used  
Hidden Acres powerfully in my life. I have been pushed out of my  
comfort zone, pretty much every year taking on a new role. They have 
each brought their unique lessons, skill development and opportunities. 
I have learned to work with people who are very different from me.  
I have learned to love people who I’ve found difficult to love and appre-
ciate them for who they are. I have learned how to make a fire. I’ve 
learned how to manage large groups of people. I have learned to  
respond calmly, compassionately and confidently in emergencies.  
I have learned to be silly and goofy at times and serious at other times.  
I have learned to lead humble. To build relationships, serve alongside 
and serve behind the scenes. To lead by doing dishes and by giving 
others the opportunity to lead. I’ve learned to combine delegation with 
empowerment to give people the best opportunities to use their gifting, 
by giving them responsibility over areas for which they are best suited. 
I have grown so much here at camp and I know I’ll never be done 
learning. This summer, I’ll be the Inclusion Facilitator. Something else 
that’s new and another thing to push me out of my comfort zone.  
It’s going to be a good one.                              
         Emily Lantz 

“Often the Lord calls us to things that may not be seen as 

successful by worldly standards, but He knows us and in-

tends to use us powerfully when we follow His leading.” 

https://www.canadahelps.org/dn/8185
https://www.kwcf.ca/
https://fef.td.com/
https://www.kwcf.ca/


THANK YOU 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

2018 
 

June 29 - July 1  

Family Camping Weekend 
 

July 2 to August 29 

Summer Camp 
 

September 7 - 9 

Building Community Retreat 
 

September 24 - 25 

Fall Seniors Retreat Days 
 

November 20 

Annual Meeting 
 

2019 
 

February 18 

Family Day Open House 
 

Early March  

Bowlathon 
 

March 11 or 12 

Grandparent & Grandchild 

Days 
 

TBD 

Spring Seniors Retreat 

We are deeply grateful to the many people who have volunteered at 
camp since the fall. A hearty thank you goes out to:  
 

Grandparent/Grandchild Retreat: Thank you to Sarah Larochelle and 
Kim Rempel who helped out at this retreat. 
 

Family Day: Thank you to our Family Day volunteers! Marlee Junker, 
Meredith and Catherine Klynstra, Aaron, Emily, Julia and Natalie Lantz, 
Sarah Rath, Cathi and James Watson and their children Isaac, Micah, 
Josh and Ben and Cassie and Isaac Zehr. 
 

Spring Seniors Retreat:  Thank you to our dishwashers from Hillcrest 
Mennonite Church -  Chuck Bender, Julie Jutzi and Lori Minnie and from 
Living Water Fellowship Church - Mary Pfaff, Bernice Wagler and Dawna 
and Michael Whitehead.  
 

Rockway Mennonite Collegiate - Envirathon/Servathon:  This year, 19 
students along with two teachers raked the grounds after a long winter 
and a short but harsh wind storm, planted new trees, stacked firewood 
and helped clear invasive plant species.  
 

Property Committee - Spring Work Day: The property committee was 
hard at work on May 5th setting out picnic tables, planting trees, cleaning 
up the bbq pit and storm damaged trees and stacking firewood. Thank 
you to Andrea and Ian Cole, Eric Lemke, Devon Wagler, Larry Wagler, 
Brian Ropp and Shane Gallian. 
 

Floradale Mennonite Church - Work Day: Thank you to Kim Rempel, Dan 
and Karen Bender, Ross and Veg Weber for their hard work on May 12th 
cleaning up fallen branches and tree debris, moving, splitting and 
stacking firewood, and cleaning up the new cabin building site. 
 

Chipping Branches  - Thank you to Mark and Mike Cole from Happy Hills 
Campground who brought their wood chipper and made rich mulch from 
many of the branches brought down by the spring storms.  
 

NEW CABINS 
Thank you to the many people who have contributed time and expertise 
to get the cabins ready for our summer campers! 
 

Staining siding and trim:  Lisa Neeb, Bruce Kropf, Eric, Sherri, Ty and 
Carter Lemke, Brian, Jess and Kristen Ropp, Campbell, Chris and David 
Nisbet, Patrick Lau, Nate Roth, Diane Lichti, Joanne Schwartzentruber, 
Sandy Schout, Maryanne Lebold, Steve Cox, Tyler Bowman, Caleb 
Gerlach, Jonathan Schmale, Matt Ninomiya, Wazir Ally, Marty Robinson, 
Brent Steinman, Josh Weber, Chris and Amanda Pot, Brent, Mary Anne, 
Joel and Theo Musser 
 

Providing a heated work space for staining:  Dan Cressman, Lucas 
Bauman and Ralph Cressman 
 

Building & Installing Bunks: Terry Gitzel and Mike and Marlee Junker 
 

Helped with Installing Bunks: Steve Cox Sr., Steve Cox, Caleb Gerlach, 
Josh Weber, Wazir Ally, Morgan Grainger and Daniel Bigham  


