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Single Moms Camp
“HAC is the one place in the world I feel like I am home, where I feel I belong, where I know I am safe and loved and truly free.”
I have known about the Single Moms Camp that Hidden Acres offers for quite some time. Being aware of the challenges that single moms face and knowing the depth of experience that Hidden Acres offers, I could imagine what a wonderful experience this
must be. This year however, I got to experience Single Moms camp from a different perspective in my role as Admin. Assistant.
As I called each mom to confirm their week of camp, I heard over and over “I wouldn’t miss it for the world!” Being on site allowed me to see firsthand the joy and peace experienced by the moms and their children as they were cared for by Chris and
Amanda (Pot) and the staff. Afterwards, as I read their reflections, I was witness to the life changing impact this experience provides for these moms. Their time at Hidden Acres gives them a break from their often stressful lives, a renewed sense of selfworth and confidence and an opportunity to come to know and believe that they belong. Here are some of their thoughts:

“When I think about God reaching out to us, this is the place where that feels the most real and tangible.”
“It really felt like we were all a big family.”
“Amanda has always been a big part of my healing...I don’t know what I would do without her.”
“I myself have felt so full of self worth for the first time in a very long time.”
“Camp gives me a chance to breathe.”
“Thank you for making me realize what I can do and be and how strong I really am.”
“All of this will be taken forward and will help me be a better mother.”
“I really feel good while I am here and like I belong.”
“This has put such strength into my faith during such a time in need.”
“Thank you for the warm welcome and for accepting me although I have a different faith (being Muslim). It made me feel closer to God and thankful to all the blessings that he has sent us.”
“Coming back to Hidden Acres felt like coming home, the place we are cared for, loved, sheltered and
reminded that we belong.”
For those of you who have ever bought a ticket for the Chicken BBQ or bid on a delicious pie, for those
of you who bowled in the Bowlathon or sponsored your favourite bowler, for those of you who have
sent donations large and small, for those of you who have prayed, please know that the investment you make in Hidden Acres
camp, truly does change lives and that impact ripples out into the world. As the need grows, we thank you for your continued
support of this life changing ministry.
Lori Minnie
Has anything changed for you in the last 33 years?
A lot can change in just 12 months but over almost four decades, change can be truly dramatic. Think about the 1980s which
brought us NAFTA, the European Community, and the personal computer! And change isn't just out in the world…it happens
within each of us and within organizations.
Almost thirty-three years ago, our prayers were answered when Campbell Nisbet and his family arrived at Hidden Acres where
he has served faithfully ever since. Now it's time for another change: Campbell has announced he will be leaving Ontario and
moving to Manitoba in September 2019. Although it will be hard to see him go it's a well-deserved change that will allow him
to spend more time with family and open the door to the next chapter in his life.
So take a moment this year and let Campbell know what an impact he has made on the Camp, the staff, the campers and many
others. Change marches on and it's a great time to pause, to thank God for Campbell’s life and ministry at the camp and to celebrate his legacy!
The HAC board appreciates your prayers as the search team is in motion and the process to fill this vacancy is underway.

Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp Board

Fall Retreats
Throughout the year, we continue to offer a variety of
retreats. They are well attended and receive positive feedback. Participants find the retreats to be meaningful
experiences for learning and growth, and connecting
with friends in a fun and relaxing atmosphere.
Building Community Retreat
“The Healing Power of Music” was the theme led by
Sarah Fretz for our Building Community Retreat, held
from September 7-9. The 30 participants enjoyed a fun
weekend of music, games, good food, and nature with
their families and caregivers.
Fall Seniors Retreat
Bryan Moyer Suderman gave us a lot to think about at
the Fall Seniors Retreat. The 65 participants explored the
delight, danger, and dynamism of reading the Bible with
each other and with “the other”. They enjoyed time with
friends, good food and fellowship.

An Evening of Story & Song
for Hidden Acres
A fundraising event to support Single Moms Camp
featuring music from The Wiebes
& Maple Mustard (members of Onion Honey)
November 10, 2018 at 7pm - Cost $10
Steinmann Mennonite Church
For tickets, please
contact the camp
519-625-8602 or
www.hiddenacres.ca
A freewill
offering will be
collected.

Mark Your Calendars
November 20, 2018
Annual Meeting

March 11 or 12, 2019
Grandparent & Grandchild Days

July 1 to August 28, 2019
Summer Camp

February 18, 2019
Family Day Open House

April 22 or 23, 2019
Spring Seniors Retreat

September 6 - 8, 2019
Building Community Retreat

March 2, 2019
Bowlathon

June 28 - 30, 2019
Family Camping Weekend

September 23 or 24, 2019
Fall Seniors Retreat

Membership Application
I would like to support the ministry of Hidden Acres by becoming a member of the Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp
Association. I agree with the Hidden Acres mission statement which is “to provide a welcoming, peaceful gathering
place where diverse groups of people experience life-giving connections with God, one another, and nature.”
Enclosed is my $25 membership donation.
Name:_________________________________________ Email:__________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________ Phone: _________________________________________
Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp & Retreat Centre
1921 Line 37,
New Hamburg, ON N3A 4B5

Phone: 519-625-8602
Fax: 519-625-8606
email: info@hiddenacres.ca
web: www.hiddenacres.ca

SUMMER CAMP
HAC Staff - 2018
Aaron Lantz - Chronos
Abby Lobert - Bungee
Alexis Peters - Fira
Allison Lanesmith - Hydrant
Astridah Mezi - Grooves
Cassie Zehr - Citrise
CC Weber - Trita
Cecilia Martin - Uno
Corina Zavrise - Kanga
David Tenute - TO6ix
Emily Lantz - Coora
Emma Wiebe - Artemis
Hanna Nigussie - Yoke
Hector Meza Meza - Speegon
Isaac Watson - Blyco
Jackson Bennett - Hi-C
Jess Barry - Kanz
Jessie Zantingh - NaBa
Jullia Schumm - Bubner
Karen Freeland - Squircle
Karina Leclair - Genie
Kassidee Fleiszig - Bear
Katie Cameron - Moose
Kyle Maybury - Flint
Leah Wouda - South
Luke Leclair - Lewot
Lydia Herrle - Troot
Natalie Davidson - Poppy
Sarah Geiger - Machu
Sarah Larochelle - Lava
Sarah Rath - Trella
Seyi Balogun - Sunny
Stefano Rosales - Pentoe
Thomas Wigg - Everest
Tory Baillie - Yarps
William Clarke - Escar
LIT's
Alejandra Vasquez - Noco
Colby Switzer - Kispa
Julia Lantz - WAGS
Kaede Grimes - Pezoo
Marley O'Connell - Faboo
Musa Kamara - Coda

Hi! My name is Sarah and I had the pleasure of leading
the LIT and ACE programs at Hidden Acres this past summer.
Both programs offer youth a chance to further develop leadership skills, study the Bible, build community, spend time outdoors, and learn the "ins and outs" of serving at camp. Taking
on the role of facilitating these programs was daunting to me at
first, but I am so glad that I stepped out in faith. God had so
much growth, opportunity and incredible moments in store for
everyone involved in these programs.
From this role, I got to watch as young leaders stepped out of their comfort zones
and into the gifts and talents that God has given them. I got to see barriers of fear broken by love, and friendships blossom out of a simple "hello". I got to see people look at
faith, prayer, and God in a new way, and hear of the unique journeys that God has
brought each person on. All of this was incredible, but I think that one of my favourite
things about this summer specifically was the community that was built. The staff, LIT's
and ACE's were composed of small, but very mighty groups of people. Though having
fewer numbers in each of these groups than in some years could have been discouraging, I think a lot of us realized that it was actually an intentional blessing. Instead of hiding behind others, or always allowing other people to take on tasks, each person was
called to step out: step out into relationships, into their gifts, and into leadership. This
also called for close, supportive community, and reliance on each other as a team. The
degree to which these young leaders grew through this was certainly not of my own
doing! I'm so thankful for all that we got to experience together.
Another one of my favourite parts, naturally, was that we got to spend so much time
outdoors. The ACE's got to have an extended camp-out, accompanied by a long hike,
and the LIT's got to experience a 3 night out-trip at a nearby scout's camp. Both of these
experiences were highlights of the programs, because each of us got to unplug, marvel
at creation, and share tons of quality time and laughter together.
Needless to say, camp is stretching, community building, challenging and beautiful. I
would recommend an experience at Hidden Acres to anyone who's interested in exploring these things for themselves. Whether as a camper, ACE, LIT or staff, you're sure to
have a once-in-a-lifetime experience!

Oakview Cabins
Many campers enjoyed the new
Oakview cabins this summer.
The project has been completed through many
generous donations and volunteer hours.

HAC OPPORTUNITIES
- Board of Directors

- Retreat Committees

- Property Committee

- Support with your donation

- Chicken BBQ Committee

- Become a member (see page 2)

- Pray for Hidden Acres

- Bowlathon Committee

Bring a group and help with a variety of seasonal tasks.
We’d love to host you!

THANK YOU
We are so thankful for the contribution of many faithful volunteers. Your donations of time, energy and skills are greatly appreciated!
 Thank you to Carl Erb and Cecil Wagler for your many hours spent mowing .
 Thank you to Brian Ropp, Mark Cole, Eric Lemke, Devon Grainger, Devon

Wagler for the repairs to the basketball backboards.
 Thank you to Devon Grainger for building the benches and wash lines in the

new cabins and a group from Nith Valley Mennonite Church including Orville
Cressman, Terry Keller, Nick Shantz and Glen Cressman for staining.
 Thank you to the Shantz Mennonite Church youth for picking up apples.
 Thank you to Brian Ropp for helping with tree clean up.
 Thank you to the following people from Shantz Mennonite Church for help-

ing with carpentry work and moving mulch to prep for landscaping around
the new cabins and improve nature trails: Morio and Mariko Ogasawara,
Kathy and Andy Oja, Mike and Linda Shantz, Henry and Karen Winter, Carl
and Fern Erb, Paul Shantz, Murray Shantz, Ron and Sheila Cressman, Liz
Plumtree, Terry Janzen and Jane Schultz Janzen, Katie Hamm, Kathryn Kinzie,
Dorothy Cressman, Anne Honderich, Eva Cressman, and Dwight Baer.
Wheel Wish Fulfillment
A pair of wheeled vehicles
have been on our newsletter
wish list for a few years. One
is for moving things; the
other mostly for moving
people. Now they’ve been
scratched off the list, thanks
to generous donors!
A big thank-you to Lynn
Yantzi and Nancy Steinman-Yantzi, who together with Brian McFarlane of
McFarlane Trailer Sales & Service donated an aluminum utility trailer to the
camp.
And the other big thank-you goes to Ralph Cressman and Kevin Cressman, for
their donation of a motorized golfcart. Things are rolling along!
Make a difference at camp by
donating online. Visit us at
www.hiddenacres.ca
and look for this logo

We are grateful for the grants received through the KWCF Kids to
Camp and Community Grant funds
this year.
 For the Camper Subsidy Program
from Waterloo Region Record Lyle S. Hallman Foundation
 For Single Moms Camp from the
Community Grants Committee
 For the new cabin project from the
Community Grants Committee
 For Single Moms Camp from the
Motz Family Endowment

Thank you to the Stratford Perth
Community Foundation and the Judi
Hemmingway Memorial Fund for a
grant towards the Camper Subsidy
Program.

Thank you to the Toyota Motor
Manufacturing Canada Inc. for covering the cost of chicken for our
Chicken BBQ.

Thank you to the Jim and Lorna
Blair Foundation for their generous
support for the new cabins.

Bowlathon & Chicken BBQ
We are thankful for your support of our annual Bowlathon ($32,058), Chicken BBQ
($7,909) and Pie Auction ($5,310) which helped us provide programs to 603 campers
(children, single moms & supported young adults). Thank you!

