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Thirty-three years ago...having spent the previous twelve years 
serving in five different assignments with MCC with two years of 
seminary tossed in the middle, it felt like 1986 was the right time 
for the Nisbets to look for a place to settle more permanently. At 
the time our family of five was in Labrador nearing the end of our 
last MCC assignment. We wanted to remain in Canada, but our 
families of origin were in Michigan and Pennsylvania. Southwest-
ern Ontario looked inviting. Through a series of events that we 
could not have scripted, we arrived at Hidden Acres and moved 
into the director’s house one week before Nisbet #6 entered the 
world (you might know him as David). 
Now 33 years later, my wife Chris and I are planning to move to 
Winnipeg where our daughter Jessica, son-in-law and grandson 
live; it is like coming full circle for us as that happens to be the 
location of our first two MCC assignments early in our married 
life, and the birthplace of that same eldest child. 
So it was that Hidden Acres became the wonderful home and 
amazing natural setting for our family to grow up in and serve at 
camp and in our Stratford church family. Hidden Acres had a clear 
history of service, hospitality, energetic children, developing 
young adults and committed leadership for me to become part 
of. I was privileged to work with a board that was very supportive, 
yet not controlling. Outgoing camp directors Gary and Brenda 
Leis graciously showed us the ropes of how camp works and 
helped make connections with the 1986 summer staff crew. 
I was blessed to work with some of the camp founders, which 
provided a great sense of history for this dynamic ministry. 
Laverne & Nelda Lichti, Harold & Ruth Leis, and Alvin Steinmann 
offered hands-on experience and practical examples of various 
caretaking and tree planting activities, well fertilized with many 
stories!  

“Bible, Birdhouses, and Bunkbeds” describe some of the passions in Gerald Schwartzentruber’s life that 
have impacted Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp. From his insightful observations to hands-on contribu-
tions, Gerald, who passed away this past year, certainly blessed this ministry. 
A commitment to faith and scripture informed many conversations we had over the years. Gerald’s open-
ness to new ideas and readiness to think outside the box kept him relevant and relatable to younger gen-
erations. On the practical side, he was part of the team that designed the bunkbeds and couches for our 
Woodhouse Retreat Centre. He then organized retired pastors to build them—and lined up summer staff 
on a couple of their nights off to help with the sanding, earning him the honorary title of “Mr. Bunkbed”. 
Gerald’s woodworking passion and love for nature led to his building and installing several birdhouses 
around the camp property, faithfully servicing them each season. His legacy also includes the commemo-
rative pens he crafted out of scrap walnut from trees that came down to make way for Woodhouse.  
Beginning in 1982, Gerald served for many years on the Retreat Program Committee and also for a time 

on our Board of Directors. Gerald was a regular attendee at annual meetings and could usually be counted on to ask at least one good 
question to keep us on our toes! Hidden Acres is truly grateful to have known and worked with this friend and fellow servant. CN  

Herb Schultz, Ralph 
Lebold and Gerald 
Schwartzentruber were 
pastors with long in-
volvement in the life of 
Hidden Acres who 
shared advice, chal-
lenged me at times and 
also demonstrated a 
willingness to join me in getting their hands dirty on various pro-
jects. Hands on help and leadership for some of the building pro-
jects over the years was provided by Gerry Hoffman, Murray Leis, 
Joe Wagler and Don Erb. In the process of acknowledging the 
help of such servants of God, I feel some reluctance to mention 
names because of the inevitability of missing some folks...I know 
that I will not be remotely able to name all who have influenced 
me in my role and been supportive of this ministry we love. So 
many have given time, energy, resources and prayer support to 
enable this place to become what it is today!  Their influence 
helped immerse me in the values and traditions that have formed 
the somewhat unique culture of Hidden Acres. (As I have re-
viewed past newsletters and minutes there are so many more 
names coming up that I should be thanking! Help!!) 
Coming to Hidden Acres from an MCC role involving leadership 
and community development led to my commitment to sustaina-
ble development and engaged local “buy-in” as operating princi-
ples. It has been empowering to work with a board that believed 
in the solid foundation of what was, yet allowed for new ideas. 
Recognizing my own limitations and finding willing people to 
share their expertise for the benefit of the ministry has served 
well over the years.                                        Continued on page 2... 

“The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places…I know the Lord is always with me...I will not be shaken, for 
he is right beside me… No wonder my heart is glad, and I rejoice.” From Psalm 16 



Spring Seniors Retreat 2019 was held on April 15 and 16. 
The guests speakers for the days were Dave and Mary 
Lou Klassen.  They talked about their years serving God in 
Africa, particularly in Zaire, Uganda and Nigeria spanning 
33 years. They also shared about the changes in interna-
tional service work.  As well, the African theme carried 
into the music, the food and the table centre pieces. As 
always, a couple of wonderful days for lots of visiting and 
catching up, for learning and relaxing.  Mary Bauman 

Membership Application  
I would like to support the ministry of Hidden Acres by becoming a member of the Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp 
Association.  I agree with the Hidden Acres mission statement which is “to provide a welcoming, peaceful gathering 
place where diverse groups of people experience life-giving connections with God, one another, and nature.”  
Enclosed is my $25 membership donation. 
 

Name:________________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone: _________________________________  Email:_________________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Board of Directors  is 
pleased to announce the 
hiring of Chris Oldham as 
our new Executive Direc-
tor!  He will assume his role 
on July 1, working alongside 
Campbell who leaves his 
position in August.  Chris 
will be moving from Sas-
katchewan with his wife 
Sherri and their children 
Madelyn (9) and Isaac (7). 
Chris comes with extensive 
camp experience and we 
look forward to working with him in his new role as we 
continue the mission and vision of the camp.   

Continued from page 1…The incredible privilege of having 30 – 
50 positively motivated young adults come together to form a 
focused team each summer never got old. My goal each year 
was to facilitate the creation of a relaxed, informal, welcoming 
camp community that offered a scripture-rich experience, stim-
ulating programs, opportunities for growth and an abundance 
of positive role models, all of it in life-giving natural surround-
ings. Over the years many participants have reflected back on 
their time at camp as being a significant influence on their faith 
and character development. They chose to serve because they 
were idealistic and cared more about helping people than land-
ing a good paying job. And of course fun relationships and ac-
tivities were the lubricant that kept their energy up through 
long days and challenging situations in each marathon summer 
run that paradoxically seemed to go by so fast! Many names, 
faces and nicknames called to mind still bring a smile. 
Staffing, program and finances always need to be balanced to 
enable the organization that Hidden Acres has become to 
thrive. God has provided these elements in a timely manner 
while richly blessing us with vision for growth and develop-
ment. Patience was both required and rewarded. People have 
always been the greatest strength of this ministry—people who 
have exercised faith and trust in God to lead and provide, and 
then put their shoulders to the work. 
My wife Chris and I are excited about the next steps on our 
journey and the unknown opportunities that lie ahead. But Hid-
den Acres, and the relationships we have enjoyed over the 
years with all of you connected with it, have been planted deep 
in our hearts. We don’t expect that divine planting will ever be 
uprooted! We will pray for Hidden Acres and enjoy learning of 
the ongoing fruit produced in this place and having the oppor-
tunity to reconnect when possible. So for now we say FARE 
WELL, and God bless each one of you! CN 
“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 
to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, forever and ever! Amen.” Ephesians 3: 20 – 21  

July 13th, 2019 - Farewell for  
Campbell & Chris Nisbet 

 2pm - 5pm Open House   
 5pm BBQ Supper     7pm Program 

Camping available all weekend 
Please contact us or visit the website for details:  

519-625-8602 or www.hiddenacres.ca  



 

HAC OPPORTUNITIES 
 

~ Become a volunteer on: 

            Board of Directors 

            Property Committee 

            Chicken BBQ Committee 

            Bowlathon Committee 

            Retreat Committees 

~ Pray for Hidden Acres 

~ Become a member (see page 3) 

~ Support subsidized campers 

~ Bring a group and help with a   

    variety of seasonal tasks.   

    We’d love to host you! 
   

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

June 28 - 30  

Family Camping Weekend 
 

July 1 to August 28 

Summer Camp 
 

July 13   

Farewell for  

Campbell & Chris Nisbet 
 

September 6 - 8 

Building Community Retreat 
 

September 23 or 24 

Fall Seniors Retreat Days 
 

November 19 

Annual Meeting 
 

On your next visit to the Stonehouse, you will see evidence of the new fire warning sys-
tem that was installed this winter. New smoke detectors, warning bells and pull stations  

work together to bring an appropriate level of safety to this building.     

A LETTER FROM EMILY REMPEL, OUR CAMP PASTOR FOR 2019 
This summer will be my fifth summer working at 
Hidden Acres and I am so excited to be taking on 
the role of Camp Pastor. Our spiritual theme for 
the summer is “What does peace have to do 
with me?”, so each week our campers will be 
encouraged to think about peace and conflict in 
their lives, and how they can create spaces 
where peace can flourish. 
Camp is a place where a lot of people come to 
find peace. Whether it’s in the still waters of 
Lake Laverne on an early summer morning, or in the joy of a silly 
campfire song, Hidden Acres is a place that fosters peace. But even in 
places of peace, conflict can and will arise. In my summers at camp I 
have had many weeks that I would not describe as peaceful. Conflicts 
between campers, conflicts between staff, sickness, and plans chang-
ing can all lead to situations of tension and distress. This summer I 
hope to explore with campers and staff how we can handle these sit-
uations and see our differences as positive, so we can avoid the ten-
sion that leads to conflict and find opportunities for positive change. 
In my various roles at camp—counsellor, nature director, LIT leader—

I have seen camp from many different perspectives. As a counsellor I 

got to know campers really well and participate in camp program-

ming. I got to sing crying campers to sleep and be hugged at the end 

of a hard week. As nature director I had the new challenge of plan-

ning a program and trying to create and foster a love of or at least an 

appreciation of the natural world. I walked the nature trails everyday 

for a summer but each time a camper would find something that 

would make it new for me. As LIT leader I was encouraged to reflect 

on what I had learned as a counsellor and how I could communicate 

that to my LITs. I had to step out of my comfort zone to be a support 

and mentor as they looked to me for guidance. As Camp Pastor, I’ll be 

seeing camp from a different perspective again, and it’s my hope that 

in this role I can encourage both campers and staff to see camp and 

the world in a new way too, as we work to make peace flourish at 

camp. 



Thank you to:  
The Waterloo Region Record - Lyle S. 

Hallman Foundation Kids to Camp Fund  
for helping to 

subsidize 
campers again 
this summer. 

 
 

Toyota Motor Manufacturing Canada  
for covering the cost of the chicken for our 

Annual Chicken BBQ. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

You can make a difference at 
camp by donating online.  

Visit us at www.hiddenacres.ca 
and click this logo  

The grounds look tidy and inviting after 
students from Rockway Mennnonite Colle-
giate participated in the Envirathon-
Servathon, by raking, cleaning up fallen 
branches and planting trees. 
 

We have new signs for the cabins and re-
treat centres made by Clayton Kuepfer, 
Ralph Gerber, Hadley Wagler and Sonya 
Kuepfer. 
 

Emily Lantz, Julia Lantz, Allison Lanesmith, 
Jessie Zantingh, Aaron Lantz, Don Kaster 
and Calvin Horst took turns monitoring a 
controlled burn in the gravel pit  
 

Jess Jantzi, Lydia Herrle, Veg Weber, Cecil-
ia Martin, Jullia Schumm, Jenna Rose, 
James, Cathi, Isaac, Micah, Josh and Ben 
Watson, Allison Lanesmith, Jill Lanesmith, 
Christine and Kydin Richard all helped to 
make our Family Day Open House a great 
success. 
 

Julia Lantz and Emily Lantz were our vol-
unteers for Grandparent/Grandchild Days 
and Darlene Gingerrich, Dianne Satchell, 
Karl Bergen and Dorothy Schultz helped 
with dishes at our Spring Seniors Retreat. 

This year’s Annual Bowlathon 
Fundraiser, like those in the past 
was a great success. Looking 
back after 37 years, we see the 
continued faithfulness of many 
people who support the minis-
try of Hidden Acres through this 
fundraiser and the dedication 
of those who have bowled and 
collected donations. 
One of those dedicated bowlers 
is Lorne Bowman. Backed by 
the support of the Floradale 
congregation and some close 
friends, Lorne has raised 
$116,019 over the 32 years that 
he has participated.  
One year when he couldn’t bowl due to back problems, he con-
tinued to raise funds and found a stand in bowler. Another year, 
Lorne bowled two high scoring games to the surprise of those 
who sponsored him by the point! The next year he was pleasant-
ly surprised when most of his sponsors committed to donate the 
same amount as the previous year as a flat rate. 
Lorne became connected to Hidden Acres through the yearly 
Family Camping Weekend and has been a faithful supporter ever 
since. When asked what he would say to the next generation of 
supporters, he said “We see and hear life-changing stories from 
those who have been here. It is a worthwhile program that we 
need to support. We just have to.”  
Lorne will continue to bowl as he is able because of the great 

satisfaction it gives him. He says “Why should we stop now, 

we’re on a roll!” LH 

We are grateful to those who offer their time and talents in many ways!   

Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp & Retreat Centre 
1921 Line 37, New Hamburg, ON, N3A 4B5 

Phone:  519-625-8602     Fax:  519-625-8606 
email: info@hiddenacres.ca     web: www.hiddenacres.ca 

THANK YOU 

https://www.canadahelps.org/dn/8185

