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Meet Lifetime Members - Dale & Elaine Leis

previously heard and appreciated the music from a couple in Kansas; Robert Heibert played guitar, and his wife Eddie
played a unique instrument, a hammered dulcimer. We invited them to Canada and they accepted, parking their travel
trailer in our farmyard. A Sunday evening outdoor music concert staged at Hidden Acres was enjoyed by many. It was a
worthwhile fundraising event, and we have gained life-long friends. 
For several years, I helped with barbequing chicken at the BBQ pit, and Elaine assisted in the serving line. We also enjoyed
the camaraderie and atmosphere, which brought meaning to the old saying, “many hands make light work”. Planning for the
25th anniversary of Hidden Acres, and the actual day of celebration, was another highlight during my time on the HAC
Board. In the spring of 1986 Dale Wagler and I interviewed Campbell Nisbet for the Camp Director position at HAC at a
restaurant in Kitchener. He, Chris and family were serving with MCC in Labrador, and he had come to the MCC Office for
meetings. Obviously, they accepted our invitation and the rest is history. When the Nisbets arrived in Ontario, their
residence at the camp was not yet available. Our family was heading west for a summer vacation, so the Nisbet family
moved into our farmhouse for several weeks. Everything fell into place so well, we felt it was another confirmation of God’s
leading. After news began circulating that current camp directors Gary and Brenda Leis were leaving their roles, I received 
a letter from Dalton Jantzi. Gary and Brenda had begun the Single Mom's program, and Dalton was working in the Warden
Woods housing complex in Toronto. Dalton expressed strong affirmation for the significance of the Single Mom's program,
and wanted assurance from the board that it would be continued by the new directors. Needless to say, not only was the
program continued, but further enriched.  
Elaine served on the Retreat Committee, helping first to plan the Grandparent/Grandchild retreat before that program was
continued by camp staff. For a number of years she continued on the Senior’s Retreat where her major role was to assist
with the hosting – serving coffee and muffins, coordinating break times and helping with noon meals. It was a pleasure to
work with Susan Pries serving her usual delicious meals, and when appropriate, coordinating the menu with the theme for
the day. It was always a pleasure to reconnect with the many returning participants.
Elaine and I consider it a blessing to have had a small part in the continued story of HAC and the programs offered. The
friendships formed and the relationships developed have enriched our lives immensely.

Although my parents were involved with Hidden Acres from the early stages, I had no direct
connections until Laverne Lichti asked me to join HAC personnel committee. When I said yes,
he asked me to be chair of the committee. I couldn’t say no to Mr. Hidden Acres himself. I
don’t recall, but suspect, that being chair also placed me on the board right away. I
remember being involved with the bowlathon, when all of the bowlers from supporting
churches gathered to bowl on one evening. That was a fun event. Sponsors donated mostly
by point, and so we wouldn’t know their donation total until after the event. People
sponsored me from 10 cents per point, up to $1.00 per point. What pressure! The better we
bowled, the larger the donation became. 
Our most memorable fund-raising event occurred in the summer of 1994. Elaine and I had

It was great to be able to gather together again with a small group of bowlers at the New Hamburg Lanes for our 
38th Bowlathon Fundraiser. Lots of fun was had bowling and connecting with other supporters of Hidden Acres. 
We are still in the process of collecting pledges, but as of printing we have raised $29,000.00. Some of the projects these
funds will go towards are building a new animal corral to welcome sheep back to camp, adding a deck and improving the
drainage around one of the staff houses as well as finishing the new climbing tower.
Thank you to the bowlers, New Hamburg Lanes and to the businesses who donated door prizes (New Hamburg Home
Hardware, Staples Stratford, BW Feed and Seed and New Hamburg Lanes). We also want to thank the committee who made
the Bowlathon happen: Judy Johnson, Stephanie Klassen and Vanessa Erb.

Back to the Lanes in New Hamburg



Staff Transitions and Introductions

supports the camp through continuing to coordinate our Single Moms Camp as well as cooking for many of our year-round
rental groups. Chris is excited for the opportunities that the role of Executive Director will provide: learning about new facets
of operating and managing the camp, engaging with donors, working with the board of directors and supporting the work of
the great staff team that is here. We invite you to pray for Chris, the board and the staff as they navigate this transition within
the busyness of the spring and summer seasons. 

Chris Pot - New Hidden Acres Executive Director 
Most of you have probably already met Chris. He and his family - Amanda, Hana and Ben -
have been a part of the Hidden Acres community for the past 12 years.  Over that span of
time, Chris and Amanda have shifted their roles and focus a couple of times. When they
started in 2010, they were hired as Managing Directors and shared the role. Chris provided
leadership to the programs that camp offered throughout the year and Amanda led the
hospitality and housekeeping side of things.  A few years later the title of their role changed
to Program Director to better reflect the work that they primarily did.  As the staff grew,
Amanda stepped out of the role of coordinating housekeeping & hospitality, and now

what my next steps ought to be. Emmanuel Bible College in Kitchener is where I ended up for my post secondary education,
and through that experience was able to make connections in the area with various churches and ministries. After finishing
schooling in December of 2021 I heard that Hidden Acres was looking for a CLASP Facilitator. Attending Camp Crossroads
has been a part of my life first a camper starting at the age of 8, and then an LIT and summer staff member in different roles.
So I have always loved camp and had such a passion for the ministry that camp provides and the uniqueness of getting to
engage in the story of Christ, and in the stories of the lives of others around us at camp. So when I heard that Hidden Acres
was hiring I was excited to apply to a camp that I had heard described as a “gem” in the faith based camp world. I was
originally hired as the CLASP Facilitator and then got the opportunity to apply for the Assistant Director position, which has
now become the Program Director role. This job has been an answer to prayer. It is such a special and unique thing to get to
be part of creating a fun, safe and welcoming space for people to come to year after year, where they can experience God
through nature, relationships and worship. I am so excited to get to be part of what God is doing at Hidden Acres, to join this
incredible community in serving and building the Kingdom. I am so thankful for the warm welcome I have received from the
HAC community, and I look forward to meeting so many more of you over the coming months!"

Emily Taylor begins working for Hidden Acres in the role of Program Director.
"I first stepped foot on Hidden Acres property back in 2019 as part of a rental group for a
youth retreat. I have clear memories of the kindness of the hosting staff and the beauty and
peacefulness of the property. Although I never imagined then that I would have the
opportunity to be on staff in a full time capacity, I am so excited that this is where the Lord
has led the direction of my life.  I grew up in a small town in Niagara where I attended school
and church. After I finished high school I did a gap year program called Capernwray in a
remote town in Quebec where I first felt that I wanted to pursue training in ministry, so I
ended up turning down offers to universities that I had applied to and started praying about

Joy Wagler has begun a part time position working for Hidden Acres in an evolving role of
housekeeping & administrative support. "An unexpected blessing for me at a time when I was
searching for something new  to do. I have been involved with camp in many capacities including
camper, camp counselor, retreat committee and most recently Alumni Committee. I enJOY meeting
new people and learning new skills and feel so blessed to be able to do this and more in this beautiful
setting of Gods creation, HAC."

We are thankful that God's faithfulness to Hidden Acres allows us to celebrate 60 years of ministry. So much has changed
over the last six decades but what remains consistent is the impact that this sacred place has on the lives of the people that
spend time here: community is built, friendships are formed, lives are changed, laughs are enjoyed, peace is experienced. To
celebrate we have made 60th Anniversary Fundraising T-shirts. They were made by staff at "Clothed in Dignity Sewing
Centre" which is a part of the mission of "Work of Your Hand" (friends of Chris and Amanda Pot founded the ministry) a
Christian faith-based organization that seeks to alleviate poverty in developing nations, specifically Cambodia, by working
with the underprivileged and marginalized to help them regain hope, dignity, and self-worth, and a recognition that they are
created in God’s image. Contact the office if you'd like to purchase a t-shirt for $25 and support the work of the camp.

Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp Celebrates 60 years (1962 - 2022)



Hey everyone!  My name is Cecilia Martin and I have been coming to Hidden Acres since I was 8 years old. Currently, I am
completing my third year at the University of Waterloo taking the Arts and Business program with my major in Legal Studies
and minor in Sociology. I jumped at the chance to come back to work at Hidden Acres as my co-op work term and revisit my
second home. Hidden Acres has always held an essential role in the development of my faith and connections that I have
found to keep lasting places of support throughout my life. This is why I am very excited to introduce myself as the Assistant
Program Director for the summer!
You may be reading my role and feel unfamiliar with it and wondering how I will be serving throughout the summer. A large
portion of my role focuses on “behind the scenes” work and taking the initiative to support the summer staff team.  This
includes conflict resolution and being that extra bit of support where it is needed for that day/week. Another exciting piece
of my role is that I get to be innovative and think of creative ways to help staff stay motivated and have fun while serving
others throughout our camp programs. If you see me walking around at camp feel free to stop by and say hello as I love to
meet new people and I am looking forward to having fun conversations with all of you!

Coming Back to Camp

I would like to support the ministry of Hidden Acres by becoming a member of the Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp
Association. I agree with the Hidden Acres mission statement which is "to provide a welcoming, peaceful gathering place
where diverse groups of people experience life-giving connections with God , one another and nature."
Enclosed is my $25 membership donation
Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone:  ___________________________________________________________  Email: ________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership Application
cut here and mail in cut here and mail in

First Annual HAC Alumni Day - May 21, 2022
Thank you to the 75+ who attended our first annual HAC Alumni Day. The day was fantastic! Alumni helped with events
planned through out the day including crafts, nature walk, canoeing and imagination station. The climbing wall was a huge
success and kept volunteers busy. Lunch and supper were cooked by Cyndi Pugh who did an amazing job, camp out
cookies being the perfect afternoon snack with an opinion pole on whether you preferred them with or without oatmeal; a
close draw! We ended the evening with campfire and popcorn. A special thank you to all alumni volunteers!
Stay tuned for more info on next years event. Committee members Josh, Ryan, Roxanne & Joy

"On Belay?  Belay On!"

allows people with disabilities the opportunity to experience the climbing tower.
Thank you to the generous donors who supported this project along with those who enthusiastically participated in our
"Rally for Recreation” fundraiser in the fall of 2021.  Speaking of the “Rally for Recreation”, stay tuned for more details on this
year’s rally happening from October 14-16 which will help us update our playground space. 

We are excited to be able to hear those commands at our new climbing tower this spring
and summer. In March and April, Adventureworks Inc. took down the old climbing tower and
replaced it with their three-sided “Escarpment Tower”. This new tower will allow us to
continue to provide programs and opportunities for campers to challenge themselves, build
trust and enjoy a fun shared experience with others. It also allows us to add some new
elements to our programs: bouldering, rappelling, and in the near future, a system that



Pray for Hidden Acres
Volunteer on our Board of Directors or one of our
committees
Become a Member (see page 2)
Bring a group and help with a project at camp
Support a camper or Single Mom with a subsidy

Opportunities to get Involved
 

You can make a difference at camp!Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp &
Retreat Centre

1921 Line 37, New Hamburg, ON, N3A 4B5
info@hiddenacres.ca -- www.hiddenacres.ca

519-625-8602
InstagramFacebook

THANK YOU
Many individuals, groups, organizations and businesses give their time, energy
and finances to support the mission of Hidden Acres. While we can't list every

name of those who help us, here are some of them. Thank you for your support. 

Metal picnic tables or frames
Power Washer (electric or gas)
Kitchen Blender
Fridge

Wish-list
If you have any of the following items and are willing to
donate or sell them to the camp, please let us know!

We are grateful to have received a $100,000 grant
from the Ontario Trillium Foundation through
their Community Building Fund - Operating
Stream. This fund was set up to support
businesses that were hit hard by the COVID-19
pandemic. The grant will sustain our operations as
we journey towards increasing our retreat centre
capacities and restarting our programs.

Upcoming Events
 

Family Camping Weekend
July 1 - 3

 

Summer Camp
July 4 - September 1

 

Fall Seniors Retreat
September 19

 

CLASP
October - December

 

Rally for Recreation
October 14-16

 

Annual Meeting
November 22

 

Visit www.hiddenacres.ca
for more information

Spring work day help: Devon Grainger, Morgan Grainger, Brian Ropp,
Niko Forsyth
Welcome Matt Jantzi to the property committee.
Nith Valley Mennonite Church volunteers did Spring cleaning of the
Oakview cabins, planted trees and pulled garlic mustard.
Murray Lichti graded around the new climbing wall and the lane.
Sandy Schout helps weekly with office support and flowerbed clean up.
Carl Erb & John Iutzi who help with mowing our 22 acres of grass.

We appreciate the work of our kind-hearted volunteers: 

We are thankful to have received $3,300 from the
Waterloo Region Record - Lyle S Hallman
Foundation Kids to Camp Fund to go towards
campers subsidies this summer.  

https://hiddenacres.ca/donate

