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Meet Lifetime Members of Hidden Acres - Carl and Fern Erb

where we did the Sunday evening promotional presentations. Another blessing we enjoyed in the early years was travelling
to the USA to attend the Mennonite Camping Association meetings with Laverne and Elaine Lebold and Harold and Karen
Lebold. Meeting enthusiastic camp directors and people with a vision for the church camping ministry was very
encouraging. To see other camp settings and their facilities was helpful as the Hidden Acres Board of Directors were in the
process of further visioning and development of our own camp facilities. It was at Camp Friedenswald in Michigan where we
had our first popcorn made in the kettle. This became a Hidden Acres tradition that has continued to this day.

The committees we served on over the years were: Senior’s Retreat (Fern), Board of Directors (Carl), Family Camping,
Chicken BBQ, and the Bowl-A-Thon fundraiser. While sometimes committee meetings could be a bit of a drag, let us assure
you we made many new friends and had lots of fun and fellowship in the process. In recent years we have been blessed to 
 volunteer for kitchen clean-up for retreats. Helping at the Building Community Retreat holds special memories for us. Carl
also has good memories of providing transportation for the Single Mom’s Camp. These trips included the Jane/Finch
Community in Toronto and the Limberlost Community in London. Seeing the excitement on the faces of the campers and
the sad farewells at the end of the week impressed on me that each participant had encountered God in a personal way
through their newfound friendships and Hidden Acres’ dedicated staff.

When we were asked by the Western Ontario Mennonite Conference to lead a youth
work camp at Hidden Acres in 1967, we had no idea that it would begin a relationship
with Hidden Acres Camp for over 50 years. It was our privilege to work with a group of
energetic youth in the camp setting. The camp included the refurbishing of the old
farm smokehouse into what is now the “snack shop”. A highlight for the week was
taking the group to see “The Sound of Music”, what was then a newly released movie,
but is now considered a classic. That experience at camp whetted our appetite for
camp life and we continued cooking for children’s camp and helping with general
maintenance for several summers thereafter. We  enjoyed when Mahlon Leis (one of
the founders of the camp) would deliver our milk supply and encourage us with his
genuine interest in our work and camp life.

In the early 70s, Hidden Acres and Fraser Lake Camp produced a promotional
slideshow to raise awareness in Southern Ontario Mennonite churches for our
summer children’s camp programs. We have good memories visiting local churches

- continued on page 3

Introducing the Hidden Acres' Alumni Association
This year Hidden Acres is working on creating an opportunity for former camp staff to stay connected with camp and with
each other. While nothing can ever replace the "camp feeling", the Hidden Acres Alumni Association will offer social and
spiritual events and resources and invite alumni to contribute to the work of making camp the incredible place it is. We will
share more information as it becomes available, but in the meantime, we want to hear from you about what you would like
to see this group do. We invite all alumni to visit our website, www.hiddenacres.ca/about/alumni, and complete the survey.
If you have any questions please reach out to the Alumni Association Committee by emailing alumni@hiddenacres.ca.

The Alumni Association Committee members are: Roxanne Wright (Quirk), Josh Penfold (Yahmi), Joy Wagler (Joyful) and Ryan
Seguin (Scrap). 

http://www.hiddenacres.ca/about/alumni,
mailto:alumni@hiddenacres.ca


Each year, Hidden Acres hosts a spring and fall seniors retreat. The committee, made up of Ilene Bergen, Maurice Martin,
Muriel Bechtel and Sylvia Gallian, work hard to create challenging and encouraging opportunities for Seniors to connect
for a day of learning, fellowship and good food. In the fall of 2020 when it was evident that the COVID-19 pandemic wasn't
going to go away any time soon, the committee made the decision to try running a virtual seniors retreat in the spring of
2021. There was a little bit of uncertainty as to how the senior community would respond to such an opportunity, but it
was felt that enough seniors had mastered the art of 'zooming' that we should give it a go!

On March 10, we had approximately 60 seniors join us for a day of exploring the "Transforming Power of Grief" with
Marian Wiens. Marian shared very vulnerable and honest stories about her and her family's experiences with grief. Along
with the stories she also gave insight into what she has learned about how to process grief in healthy ways, encouraging
the participants with simple and practical methods of working through their own challenging situations. One participant
shared this about their experience: "Marian’s blend of theory, her own personal experience and the opportunity to practice
some of the skills she talked about was just right! I will remember the practices much better than if I had just heard about them. I
also got in touch with some areas of grief that I had not named before. I can’t imagine a better person to spend a day with on
such a difficult topic."

Thank you to Marian and the planning committee for making our first virtual retreat a success!
- Submitted by Chris Pot

Hello everyone, my name is Cassie Zehr and I had the honour of running
and being apart of CLASP this year at Hidden Acres. CLASP is a new
program that we started in the fall of 2020; it stands for Community, Life
And Skills Program. This program is used to connect young adults with
special needs to one another and help them to learn life skills in a fun
camp environment. We did activities like cooking, baking, cupcake
decorating, yoga, comforter knotting, knitting, hiking and so much more!
Through my time with CLASP I was able to see friendships grow. I also
learned so much from both the campers and fellow staff members, like
how stepping outside of your comfort zone will open you up to more
opportunities which allow you to gain more life skills. I will forever be
grateful for the experiences I’ve had and the friendships I’ve gained
through CLASP. I am sad that it ended so soon, but I cannot wait to see
everyone again at camp this summer!

A New Program at HAC

Hidden Acres Hosts its First Ever Virtual Retreat

Unfortunately due to the pandemic we were
unable to gather together for our 39th
Annual Bowlathon this year. While we are
disappointed that we missed the opportunity
to be in community and fellowship with each
other at the bowling alley, we are incredibly
grateful for the financial contributions we
have received. The commitment by many
faithful supporters to help with raising funds
to support the ongoing ministry and future
development of Hidden Acres is
encouraging. As we continue to see
donations coming in we are happy to report
that we have raised over $29,000 to date.

39th Bowlathon Update 

We are introducing a new fundraiser
to help replace some of the

recreation infrastructure at camp. Put
the dates in your calendar and stay

tuned for more details!



I would like to support the ministry of Hidden Acres by becoming a member of the Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp
Association. I agree with the Hidden Acres mission statement which is "to provide a welcoming, peaceful gathering place
where diverse groups of people experience life-giving connections with God , one another and nature."
Enclosed is my $25 membership donation
Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone:  ___________________________________________________________  Email: ________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Membership Application

Our children have many fond memories at Hidden Acres: ping pong in the old basement, tether ball, campfires, popcorn
in the kettle, swimming, and good times with friends. One memory that made a lasting impression was the music
performed from the porch, including The Laughing Song and “Ticklish Reuben” performed by Alf Ropp and his family.
These are memories they will cherish for a lifetime.

Looking back to the humble beginning of Hidden Acres in the early 1960's where an old stone house was used to store
grain, to the well-planned facility we have today, is nothing short of a miracle. Having known the original founders of
Hidden Acres personally, and to have seen their vision and passion for the need of a church camp, was a great inspiration
to us. Since that time, it was the combined effort of many talented and visionary people that built the Hidden Acres we
know today. We would like to give a special thanks to Campbell and Chris Nisbet for more than 30 years of dedicated
service. We thank God that Hidden Acres has been a part of our journey. 

cut here and mail in cut here and mail in

'Carl & Fern Erb' con't from page 1

With our facilities sitting empty for much of the past year we were able to complete
two significant projects, fixing a drainage problem near the Stonehouse as well as
renovating the second floor of the Stonehouse Retreat Centre. Both of these
projects would have been difficult to accomplish if we would have had lots of people
around.

Stonehouse Drainage Project: Perry Gingerich and his crew installed a drain by
the retreat centres. This was necessary because of occasional flooding that filled the
window wells and would leak into the Stonehouse bedrooms. Now the runoff from
the roof and surface water safely drain into the underground drainage system. 

Stonehouse Bedroom Renovations: Donald Erb Construction, with the help of
volunteers David Ropp, Stan Klassen and Dan Lebold, renovated the upstairs
bedrooms in Stonehouse, adding insulation, and drywalling the ceiling and walls.
Weber’s Foam Insulation sprayed the insulation. Poole Electric added more
electrical outlets to the rooms. HAC staff assisted with demo, painting and
refinishing the windows and the makeover is now complete! A portion of the cost
was donated by Donald Erb Construction and Poole Electric. 

Thankful for the opportunity to complete projects This spring our gator suffered
some structural damage and was

no longer usable. We want to
express our thanks to Cress-ridge
Farms for the generous use of a
2017 John Deere Gator. This will

help us maintain the facilities and
grounds as we look forward to

welcoming campers and groups
back to camp this year!



Pray for Hidden Acres
Volunteer on our Board of Directors or one of our
committees
Become a Member (see page 2)
Bring a group and help with a project at camp
Support a camper or Single Mom with a subsidy

Opportunities to get Involved
 

You can make a difference at camp!Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp &
Retreat Centre

1921 Line 37, New Hamburg, ON, N3A 4B5
info@hiddenacres.ca -- www.hiddenacres.ca

519-625-8602
InstagramFacebook

THANK YOU
Many individuals, groups, organizations and businesses give their time, energy
and finances to support the mission of Hidden Acres. While we can't list every

name of those who help us, here are some of them. Thank you for your support. 

We are thankful for the continued support of the
Kitchener Waterloo Community Foundation and The
Waterloo Region Record - Lyle S. Hallman Foundation
Kids to Camp Fund. Their donation of $2000 will help
children and youth attend camp this summer.

We are thankful for a $6000 grant from the Shantz
Mennonite Church Bequest Fund which supported our
Stonehouse Drainage Project.

Thank you to the Hillcrest Mennonite Church's Solar
Fund for a $3300 grant to purchase new tumbling
composters as well as a variety of native trees to plant at
the camp and in the gravel pit across from the camp as a
part of its re-naturalization process. 

Cedar Rails (approximatley 12ft/3.5m long)
Metal picnic tables or frames
Pool Noodles
Boxes of Medical-grade masks

Wishlist
If you have any of the following items and are willing to
donate or sell them to the camp, please let us know!

This Spring we have been happy to have Kyle Maybury
complete his volunteer field placement for Fleming College
at Hidden Acres. Kyle served on staff for two summers and
is now completing a degree in Outdoor and Adventure
Education. Kyle’s education and interest in outdoor
adventure served Hidden Acres in a number of areas. 

First, Kyle helped maintain and improve our nature trail
system. He put a lot of work into cleaning up overgrown
areas of the trails, removing fallen debris, and improving
paths by spreading wood chips to make them easier to
navigate. He developed a new section of the trail to help
bypass an area that flooded during Spring. He also helped
us mark the trails with blazes, a more permanent way of
marking the trails and helping campers and guests find their
way around the trail system. Second, Kyle laid the
groundwork for and helped develop a shelter-building
curriculum to add to our program options. We are grateful
for the time and energy Kyle has put into these projects. 

Staff Alumni Serving at Camp

Thank you to Terry Gitzel for the generous donation of an
orbital palm sander.

https://hiddenacres.ca/donate

