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HIDDEN ACRES REVIEW
Camp & COVID
The year 2020 is one that we will not forget anytime soon.
It's the year where everything came to a halt forcing us to
make significant adjustments to our daily lives. And, as you
all know by now, Hidden Acres, and camps across Ontario
have not gone unscathed by the pandemic.
This spring has been eerily quiet around the camp. And,
while this has created opportunities for projects to be
completed and times of rest that we wouldn't otherwise be
able to have, we miss everything that spring brings; the
sounds of students laughing while playing games, sewing
machines humming away as quilters create, visiting with
everyone over a delicious piece of chicken or a tea ball at
our annual Chicken BBQ and so much more.
On May 20 we announced that the programs we had
planned for this summer were cancelled. It was a very
difficult day, cancelling something that is loved by so many.
Yet, among the difficulty there was tremendous support
from you, the people who care for this sacred space called
Hidden Acres.
So, what's next? While we don't know the long-term impacts
of the pandemic yet, we have been creatively working on
new ways for people to connect with camp. For April and
May we created online activities for everyone to engage with.
We hosted campfires and sing-alongs on Facebook, offered
craft and knot tying challenges, hosted a food drive for the
WIlmot Family Resource Centre and more. As our small
summer staff team start their roles we are crafting more
online activities for everyone to enjoy throughout the
summer. Stay tuned to our website, Instagram and Facebook
page over the coming months!
We are also offering Camp-In-A-Bag as a way for campers to
enjoy camp at home as well as raise funds for the camp.
While it won't be able to replace the experience of coming to
camp, we are excited that it will provide a week's worth of
activities to help campers learn new skills, spend time
outdoors, explore faith and have a lot of fun!
So, while this summer won't look like any other summer in
the camp's history, we are excited for the new and creative
ways that we can share the mission of Hidden Acres with
everyone!

My Own Hidden Acres
By Lori Hoffman

Hidden Acres was as much a part of my childhood as
“going to gramma’s”. A healthy childhood thrives on
rhythms and cycles that you can count on and look
forward to. Going to Hidden Acres was one of the happy
rhythms built into the life of our family. Here are a few of
my memories from Family Camping, Chicken BBQ and
Summer Camp: the sound and smell of a big kettle of
popcorn cooking on the fire, drinking straight from the
pipe which fed into the pond, swinging high on those tall
swings, trekking to the gravel pit, and so much more! I
don’t remember a time that we weren’t connected with
Hidden Acres.
In 2017, I became the Administrative Assistant at camp. I
was happy to continue my connection with Hidden
Acres in this way. The group of people who work every
day to make Hidden Acres the place it is, all share a
commitment to the mission of camp. The tasks they do
every day are really quite ordinary; mowing the lawn,
cooking a meal, answering a phone call or email,
applying for grants, planning a program, and even
getting the mail. But it’s the motivation behind what they
do that ushers in a spirit of belonging and peace which
settles Hidden Acres in the hearts of so many. No matter
the reason for your visit or inquiry, you will be treated
with love and kindness. You will find belonging. I was so
at home there as a child, I felt like it was MY camp and I
know many others feel the same way. Every task , every
donation, every prayer and every decision is
undergirded by love – love for God, for creation and for
humanity.
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2019 Summer Staff going on a hike.

Introducing the Summer Staff of 2020
"Heyyo! My name is Sam Beilby, and I'll be joining Hidden
Acres for the first time this summer! I've grown up going to
camps and I'm looking forward to another summer of camp!
I enjoy Lego, music, and anything outdoors. I'm also looking
forward to seeing what God will do through myself and
through the camp programs this summer!"
Hi Everyone! My name is Julia Lantz, or as some of you know
me, WAGS. I have been going to Hidden Acres every summer
since I was 8 years old and this will be my second year on
staff! This summer, I am so excited to connect with all of you
even if we aren’t able to be together! It will be an awesome
summer full of super fun activities and games. I can’t wait to
share what we have in store for you all! Julia :)
Hello! My name is Brittany Ratelband (aka Rai). In
September, I will be entering into my second year of my
Bachelor's of Theology in Pastoral Ministry and this summer
will be my second with Hidden Acres. I know that this
summer is going to look different but I am very excited to
explore the new and creative ways that we can connect with
campers and families amidst this season of isolation. I
believe that God is going to work in such powerful ways!
“Hello, my name is Cassie Zehr. I have been apart of Hidden
Acres for as long as I can remember. I was a camper there
every summer and as soon as I could join the staff team I
did. This will be my third summer on staff. Though this
summer will look different than most, I am looking forward
to finding ways to reach out and bring others into the HAC
atmosphere even though we can’t physically be there
together.”

2020 Bowlathon Update
The 38th Annual Bowlathon Fundraiser,
held on March 7th, was a great evening
of community and fellowship. Every year
we are blessed by the faithful
commitment of many people that make
this event such a great success and we
are grateful for the funds raised by so
many of our church families and others
to support Hidden Acres and the work
of our capital projects. This year was no
different; to date we have raised just
over $30,000.
Shortly after our event, the world
changed significantly with the affects of
the COVID-19 pandemic which meant
we would eventually be required by the
government to close our facilities. Over
the last few months we have had take a
close look at our finances to manage the
day to day of our ministry during this
time. With that in mind the board and
staff felt that many of our projects would
need to be put on hold for this year and
the funds from our bowlathon would be
allocated to help support the general
operations of camp. We continue to
experience God’s peace and direction as
we move through this time of
uncertainty and we look forward to
gathering with everyone again soon.

Membership Application
I would like to support the ministry of Hidden Acres by becoming a member of the Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp
Association. I agree with the Hidden Acres mission statement which is "to provide a welcoming, peaceful gathering
place where diverse groups of people experience life-giving connections with God , one another and nature."
Enclosed is my $25 membership donation

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________________________ Email: _______________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Building Community Retreat participants knotting comforters and making milk bags mats.

An Update from Brent Musser,
Facilities & Environmental Stewardship Director
A friend of the camp recently gave us an aerial photo of the grounds from when he flew over
in his plane. It was a beautiful shot and a reminder of what a special place this is. It also made
me think about how this place has changed. You can tell when an aerial photo was taken by
noting what is in the picture or what isn’t. The changes that happen at camp are sometimes
small and sometimes large, but every year it changes. I’d like to take this opportunity to note
some of the changes that have been happening and some of the things we are working on.
Our Fall 2019 property committee project was to clean out the area behind the drive in shed.
It is now better organized so we can store some things less visibly and more out of the way.
We also cleaned some junk out of the Big Jim Cabin and have been thinking of ways we might
use it for purposes other than storage.
In January 2020 the large ash tree by the shuff shack known as the "registration tree" was
taken down. Sadly it had succumbed to the emerald ash borer beetle and was no longer safe.
Two other dead trees were removed as well. This combined with the donation of some
firewood from our neighbours has left us with plenty of firewood. Thanks to Bruce Bechtel and
Diane Lichty for donating the firewood. A number of people were involved with cleaning up,
cutting up, splitting and stacking the wood: In addition to members of the property committee,
Bruce Bechtel, Jesse Cressman, Larry Frey and Roger Ropp contributed their time and energy.
While not visible, we have had to replace our well pump, two septic pumps and a chlorinator
pump for our water treatment system this fall and winter.
One of the interesting realities of the COVID-19 shutdown is time to work on some projects
while wanting to be extra careful in how we spend money. We identified a number of projects
to work on during this time. Already completed is the removal of the half wall on one end of
the picnic shelter making it a lot more open. Projects still to be completed or ongoing include
restaining the Focus Shelter, varnishing the bunks in the Oakview cabins, restoring the window
sills in the Stonehouse upstairs bedrooms to natural wood and adding wood chips to the
nature trails to address some muddy spots. We look forward to being able to welcome a lot
more of you back to camp to enjoy the facilities.

Our woodpile, ready for
campfires!

The "registration tree"
being cut down and
cleaned up.

Sod at the Oakviews

Lori's Story Continued...
The Hidden Acres team is patient and kind, they aren’t envious, boastful or rude, they don’t insist on their own way,
they aren’t irritable or resentful, they rejoice in truth. They bear, believe, hope and endure all things. Their love never
ends.This love is what I will take with me as I move to Nova Scotia, a place where my heart has lived for many years. I
look forward to hosting guests in a beautiful, natural setting, in a way that gives them a sense of belonging, welcome
and love. I suppose in a way, I am carrying the camp vision across the country to build my own Hidden Acres! It only
takes a spark you know!
Hidden Acres thanks you Lori for serving the camp so well over the last two and a half years. Blessings on your journey
to Nova Scotia!

THANK YOU
Many individuals, groups, organizations and businesses give their time,
energy and finances to support the mission of Hidden Acres.
Thank you for your support.

Even though we weren't able to host our Chicken BBQ
this year, Toyota Motor Manufacturing Canada Inc. still
generously supported the camp through a
$2500 grant.

The following Kitchener Waterloo Community
Foundation funds have supported our camper subsidy
program through grants:
- The Waterloo Region Record - Lyle S. Hallman
Foundation Kids to Camp Fund - $2000
- Ann Frank Fund- $1500
Like Toyota, they have generously allowed the camp to
use the funds where most needed.

Wishlist

If you have any of the following items and are willing to
donate or sell them to the camp, contact us and let us
know!
- Pickup truck to replace the 1989 GMC 1/2 ton
- Large capacity tumbling composter
- Household-sized kitchen range/stove

Hidden Acres Mennonite Camp &
Retreat Centre
1921 Line 37, New Hamburg, ON, N3A 4B5
info@hiddenacres.ca -- www.hiddenacres.ca
519-625-8602
Find us on:
Facebook &
Instagram

Our neighbour, Mike Ritter assembed some picnic tables
for us.
The Oakview cabins were finished and ready for 2018
but we continue to improve them. The final major step
was the installation of sod. The sod and the installation
were donated by Green Horizons Sod Farms. It has held
up well and has made the cabins a lot more appealing.
In November 2019 a group of volunteers from Shantz
Mennonite Church donated their time to replace the
roof on our Summer Program Office and Cargo building.
It is keeping water (and raccoons) out.
In Spring 2019 Kevin Cressman volunteered his time
and his grader to help spread new gravel and eliminate
some of the potholes in our lane. It has made for a less
adventurous trip from the road to the parking lot.

Opportunities to get Involved

Pray for Hidden Acres
Volunteer on:
Board of Directors
Property Committee
Chicken BBQ Committee
Bowlathon Committee
Retreat Committees
Become a Member (see page 2)
Bring a group and help with a project at camp
Support a camper or Single Mom with a subsidy

You can make a
difference at camp!

